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In Chemical Engineering 


^Cooperation with clients’ enginei r: 
in working out the flowsheet detai 
of the process and construction de 
tails of the entire plant. 

^Coordination of the construction 
purchases, fabrication, inspection am 
delivery of equipment and material 

^Completion of the project under th< 
direct supervision of skilled constr ic 
tion superintendents and foremr n 
making use of local labor both skilie 
and unskilled. 

Clluarantee fully met. 
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. . . and all under one contract wit 
undivided responsibility. From plan t 
plant, the owner will have the matui 
and experienced services of skilled chetn 
ical processing engineers, manufacturer: 
ami construction men. 


E. H. BADGER k SONS ( II 


New York 


Phi ladelphia 


Boston, Mass. 

San Francisco 


(.hrmical Engineers and (contractors Specializing in Distillation, Evaporation, Extraction anil Solvent Recovery 







































































as well as for Eyes... 


Goggles Do 


American Goggles guard against 
flying chips that might destroy or 
injure workers' eyes, upset work- 
schedules, boost production costs. 
Equipped with Super Armorplate 
Lenses, American Goggles provide 
greater resistance to impact. De¬ 


signed and made by experienced 
optical craftsmen, they are light, 
cool and comfortable to wear. 

Do you have a complete eye pro¬ 
tection program in your plant? It 
pays to have one . . , to provide 
every one of your workers with the 


type of American equipment de¬ 
signed to protect his sight—and 
your dollars. Ask your AO represen¬ 
tative to show you the entire Ameri¬ 
can line and the figures of what well 
planned eye safety programs are do¬ 
ing for other manufacturers. 


American Optical Company 

SOUTH BRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS , U.S.A. @ 

MANUFACTURERS, FOR MORE THAN 100 YEARS, OF PRODUCTS TO AID AND PROTECT VISION 


THE TECHNOLOGY REVIEW, June, 1941. Vol. XLIII, No. 8. Published monthly from November to July inclusive at 10 Ferry Street, Concord, N. H. 
Publication date: twenty-seventh of the month preceding date of issue. Annual subscription $3.50; Canadian and Foreign subscription $4.00. Entered as second- 

class matter at the Post Office at Concord, N. H., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 



THE MIRACLE OF 


-JiU'JiCl’S HOOK ^ 



T hirty years ago, on December 19, 1910, a group of engineers and 
scientists gathered in a new, unusual plant at Marcus Hook, Pa. 
This was to be the first commercial production of a man-made textile 
fiber in the U. S. 

Finally, someone gave a signal. Machinery sprang to life. And from 
the equipment there began to issue slender filaments which were led 
through a chemical solution, then collected in the form of yarn. 

A new American textile industry was born! 

The progress of America’s rayon industry in the thirty years that have 
passed since that first successful production in the Marcus Hook Plant 
of American Viscose Corporation is now history. Rayon has marched 
steadily ahead as it has made possible new, more beautiful and more 
durable fabrics. Today, it employs 49,000 American men and women, and 
annually produces more than 300 million pounds of yarn. An outstand¬ 
ing example of American achievement. 

From the first, American Viscose Corporation has figured prominently 
in every major development. It pioneered many vital advances for cost 
reduction, price reduction, and quality improvement. It established the 
Crown* Quality Control Plan to assure consumers the quality they want 
in rayon merchandise. It instituted the “Textile Unit,” a full-sized tex¬ 
tile research plant, in order to better serve the industry. 

American Viscose Corporation is proud of its 30-year record of achieve¬ 
ment. And now, embarking on its fourth decade, it pledges continuance 
of the progressive policies which have stimulated the growth of the 
American rayon industry. 


Roster oj M. /. T. Men in 
American Viscose Corporation 

★ 


Paul G. Woodward . . 

. T 7 
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Hobart 0. Davidson . . 

. ’20 

II 

Hugh D. Haley .... 

. ’22 

VI 

Bernard M. Morgan . . 

. ’26 

XV 

Alvin Lodge. 

. ’29 

II 

Ross M. Pfalzgraff . . . 

. ’29 

VI 

D. B. Wicker. 

. ’29 

X 

W. F. R. Griffith . . . 

. ’31 

VI 

John E. Spalding . 

. ’31 

X 

Stanley L. Whitcher . . 

. ’31 

V 

W. Stewart Roberts . . 

. ’32 

II 

Ivanhoe P. Denyssen . . 

. ’34 

VI 

Scott Brodie. 

. ’40 

IX 

Nicholas E. Carr . . . 

. ’40 

X 

William P. Dooley. . . 

. ’40 

X 

N. B. Duffett .... 

. ’40 

X 

Mason B. Lindsey . . . 

. ’40 

X 


AMERICAN VISCOSE CORPORATION 

350 Fifth Avenue, New York • World's Largest Producer of Rayon Yarn 


SALES OFFICES: NEW YORK, N. Y.. CHARLOTTE, N. C.. PROVIDENCE. R. I., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


PLANTS IN . ... MARCUS HOOK. PA. 
PARKERSBURG. W. VA. • N1TRO, W. VA. 


4Reg. U. S. Pal. Off. 



ROANOKE, VA. • LEWISTOWN, PA. 
MEADVILLE, PA. • FRONT ROYAL, VA. 
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RESEARCH- 

\ 

To Phelps Dodge Copper Products Corporation 





P-M-G a casting metal hard¬ 
ener for maufacture of sili¬ 
con bronze metal with higher 
physical properties and lower 
specific gravity than conven¬ 
tional tin bronzes. 


research is not an abstract 
policy. It is a carefully di¬ 
rected and powerful group- 
effort to effect industrial prog¬ 
ress. By imagination , per¬ 
ception and scientific curiosity , 
its research staff has combined 
technical knowledge and real¬ 
istic concept , to make research 
a dynamic tool for progress. 





DUAL-GAUGE TUBING 
provides heavier wall thick¬ 
ness by changing the out¬ 
side diameter at points of 
support, at tube ends, and 
on return bends. 


SYNTHETIC SMALL 
DIAMETER BUILDING 
WIRE has an insulation of 
synthetic resin and is highly 
resistant to moisture, oil, 
acids, alkalis and sunlight. 


P.D.C.P. COPPER. Ordi¬ 
nary electrolytic copper ca¬ 
thode is plastically convert¬ 
ed by tremendous pressure 
into smooth, dense copper 
bars, rods and strips. 



“TITEBILT” PAPER 
CABLE is so constructed as 
to undergo cyclical expan¬ 
sion and contraction with 
daily variations in power 
load without deterioration. 



F O R M Y A R—a new syn¬ 
thetic type resin insulated 
magnet wire, highly resist¬ 
ant to abrasion, and resist¬ 
ant to water absorption. 



P.D.C.P. HOLLOW TRANS¬ 
MISSION CABLE consists 
of solid wires stranded 
around a core of hollow 
wires which saves weight 
and reduces corona losses. 



SMALL DIAMETER 
BUILDING WIRE makes 
it possible to deliver watt- 
ages approximately three 
times greater than ordinary 
building wire using existing 
conduits. 


PHELPS DODGE COPPER PRODUCTS CORPORATION 


GENERAL OFFICES: 40 WALL STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 
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Just for Fun! 

CHALLENGE 

TO YOUR INGENUITY 


C I:E if you can specify (approximately) all pos- 
^ sible starting points for an aeroplane flight 
in which the pilot is first to fly 600 miles due 
south, next 600 miles due west, then 600 miles 
due north to his initial position. 



Answer: 

•s,no\< SutuaaTj [-f ■ jsj| u ! uurnjoa 

s.ueiujiieaj "i -0 uiojj ajzznd <ti -jEaq aqj jo 
jojoo aqj seas jcq,9ft,„ pjo siqj joj ajq Asau aqj 
jo qamu joS a^ -(jaSaju; asnisod e = u) ajod 
qjnos aqj jo quou sapra [u/S'66+009] Jnoqu 
juiod uasoqa Xjjadojd Aue jo ‘ajod qjjou aqx 


We specialize in industrial physics and offer a 
“GUARANTEED RESEARCH SERVICE” 

CALI BRON PRODUCTS, INC. 

West Orange, New Jersey 



Courtesy of TWA 

CAMBRIDGE 


AERO-MIXTURE INDICATOR 

This flight instrument determines the Fuel- 
Air Ratio by analyzing a sample of the ex¬ 
haust gas. It provides a continuous guide 
enabling the pilot to control accurately the 
all-important mixture ratio from sea level 
to the highest altitude. This instrument is 
used on air transports and military ships 
throughout the world. Cambridge Preci¬ 
sion Instruments are available for both 
science and industry. 

OTHER CAMBRIDGE PRODUCTS 
Moisture Indicators and Recorders Physical Testing Instruments 

Surface Pyrometers Laboratory Insts. for A.C. and D.C. 

Galvanometers Engineering Instruments 

Gas Analysis Equipment Physiological Instruments 

and other Mechanical and Electrical Instruments 


■fi 00 


CAMBRIDGE 

INSTRUMENT CO., INC. 

3732 Grand Central Terminal New York City 

SEND FOR LITERATURE OF INSTRUMENTS OF USE TO YOU 


THE TABULAR VIEW 


Choice. — Inability or unwillingness to make a firm 
decision between alternatives lies at the root of 
Europe’s present tragedy, as Karl T. Compton, Pres¬ 
ident of the Institute, clearly points out in his pene¬ 
trating essay (page 347) which opens this issue of The 
Review. In its calm counsel of a course for America, 
Dr. Compton’s essay, based on his commencement 
address at Webb Institute of Naval Architecture, is an 
apt tract for the times. 

Short? — Modern warfare is so much a function of 
supplies that appraisals of who has how much of what 
are among the most important factors determining 
the course of events. The petroleum supplies of the 
Axis powers, drain on which is increasing with every 
conquest, are hence a center of speculation. Robert E. 
Wilson, ’16, President of the Pan American Petroleum 
and Transport Company and consultant, petroleum 
unit, Office of Production Management, surveys this 
situation for The Review (page 349) in an authoritative 
article. Dr. Wilson is to be commencement speaker at 
the Institute this month. 

Levels. — Devotees of lens and film, with the summer 
opening before them, will find sound guidance in 
Paul J. Woolf’s discussion of composition in pho¬ 
tography (page 351). Mr. Woolf, many of whose pho¬ 
tographs have in the past contributed distinction to 
The Review’s pages, is a shrewd critic as well as a 
sensitive and able photographer. 

Denominator. — From the time when the sling re¬ 
placed the thrown stone, practically every war has 
witnessed the use of new weapons, so that the observer 
of war today is confronted by a confusing array of 
lethal instruments. Efforts to find a basis of comparison 
among them are necessarily hampered by lack of 
knowledge and by the great disparities differentiating 
the foot soldier, for instance, from the bombing plane. 
John W. Mf.ader, ’19, economist and statistician 
whose ingenious mind is well known to Review readers, 
proffers in this issue (page 355) a theory of one com¬ 
mon denominator of tactical power. 

Oldsters. — As the median age of the population in¬ 
creases, and as civilization so shapes as to profit more 
and more from experienced skill, the problems of the 
diseases of oldsters become of greater social import. 
Dr. Edward J. Stieglitz, who discusses them for The 
Review (page 358), speaks with authority which is his 
as a member of the unit on gerontology, division of 
chemotherapy. National Institute of Health, of the 
United States Public Health Service. Dr. Stieglitz’ 
essay is drawn from a lecture which he delivered at 
Technology under the auspices of Delta Omega, hon¬ 
orary public health society. Introducing him then, 
Samuel C. Prescott, ’94, Dean of Science, cited Dr. 
Stieglitz’ work and remarked that “science looks for¬ 
ward, not to terrestrial immortality but to fullness of 
life, and previsions a time when the fires of life may 
lessen gradually and naturally.” ( Concluded on page 336) 
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Cost was no factor — Yet a low cost 
Molybdenum Steel proved the best. 
Such steels are worth investigating 


High stresses and severe weight limitations make 
material specifications for airplane structural parts 
and fittings exceedingly strict — which explains the 
wide use of Chromium-Molybdenum (SAEX4130) steel. 

This steel has an excellent strength-weight ratio and 

CLIMAX FURNISHES AUTHORITATIVE ENGINEER 
MOLYBDIC O X I D E — B R I Q U E T T E D OR CANNED • 

C 1 i m ax Mo-lyb-d 
500 Filth J&venixc 


good fatigue strength. It is weldable by any process 
and welded parts can be used without subsequent 
heat treatment if necessary. 

Write for our free publication, "Molybdenum in 
Steel" for complete technical information. 

ING DATA ON MOLYBDENUM APPLICATIONS. 
F E R R O M O l Y B D E N U M • CALCIUM MOLYBDATE 

en-um Company 
i • New York City 







ALUMNI DAY AT TECHNOLOGY—JUNE 9 


June 6-7*8 and earlier 

CLASS REUNIONS — Classes whose numerals end in 
1 or 6 hold reunions in 1941. All class gatherings, how¬ 
ever, whether they precede or follow Alumni Day, include 
in their programs an opportunity for members of these 
classes to return to Technology for Alumni Day, Monday, 
June 9. 

June 8 

Dr. Compton’s supper — Engineers Club, 2 Common¬ 
wealth Avenue, Boston — for Honorary Secretaries and 
Officers of Alumni Clubs. Informal Dress. 

June 9 — Alumni Day 

Morning 

8:30 a.m.-10:00 a.m. Registration for Alumni, Alum¬ 
nae, and their guests in the Rogers Lobby. Tickets previ¬ 
ously ordered may be obtained at the registration desk. 
There will be a registration charge of $1.50 for those not 
purchasing blanket tickets. Payment of this registration 
fee will permit Alumni to attend the conference on 
“Science and Engineering as Allies of Medicine” and 
the Luncheon. 

Tickets for these events cannot be purchased in advance of June 9 
except by the purchase of a $5.00 blanket ticket. 

10:00 a.m. Conference, “Science and Engineering as 
Allies of Medicine.” Huntington Hall (Room 10-250). 
Admission by ticket only, until 9:55 a.m. 

Presiding Officer — Dr. Samuel C. Prescott, Dean of 
Science and Head of the Department of Biology and 
Public Health, Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

Speakers 

CL Frank H. Lahey, M.D., Harvard College, 1904; as¬ 
sistant professor and later professor of surgery, Tufts 
Medical School, 1913-1917; director of surgery, Ameri¬ 
can Expeditionary Forces, Evacuation Hospital No. 30, 
and Major, Medical Corps, World War; professor of 
clinical surgery, Harvard Medical School, 1923-1924; 
at present director of surgery, The Lahey Clinic, Boston; 
surgeon-in-chief. New England Deaconess Hospital; 
surgeon-in-chief, New England Baptist Hospital; mem¬ 
ber, American Surgical Association, American Associa¬ 
tion for Study of Goitre, International Surgical Associa¬ 
tion, Societe des Chirurgiens de Paris; fellow and member 
of the board of governors, American College of Surgeons; 
President-elect, American Medical Association. 

Subject: 

“The Accomplishments of Science in Medicine” 

C. George R. Harrison, A.B., Stanford University, 1919; 
A.M., 1920; Ph.D., 1922; instructor, Stanford 1919-1923; 
National Research fellow, Harvard University, 1923- 
1925; assistant professor of physics, Stanford, 1925-1927; 
associate professor, 1927-1930; Professor of Physics and 
Director of the Research Laboratory of Experimental 
Physics, M.I.T., since 1930; Director of Applied Physics 


since 1935; awarded Rumford Medal, 1939; author, 
Atoms in Action, 1939, M.I.T. Wavelength Tables, 1939; 
editor, Journal of the Optical Society of America; inventor, 
automatic comparator, spectroscopic interval sorter, 
interval recorder, high-speed spectrophotometer; direc¬ 
tor, Optical Society of America; member of the board of 
governors, American Institute of Physics; member, 
American Physical Society, American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, American Astronomical Society. 

Subject: 

“New Tools of the Physicist for the Physician” 

<[ Detlev W. Bronk, A.B., Swarthmore College, 1920; 
honorary Sc.D., 1937; M.S. University of Michigan, 
1922; Ph.D., 1926; assistant professor of physiology and 
biophysics, Swarthmore, 1926-1927; associate professor, 
1927-1928; professor, 1928-1929; chairman of the depart¬ 
ment of zoology, 1927-1929; dean of men, 1927-1929; 
National Research Council fellow in medical science, 
Cambridge and London universities, 1928-1929; Johnson 
professor of biophysics and director of the Eldridge 
Reeves Johnson Research Foundation for Medical Phys¬ 
ics, University of Pennsylvania, 1929-1940; professor 
of physiology and chairman of the department of 
physiology and biophysics, Cornell University Medical 
College, New York City; managing editor, Journal of 
Cellulose and Comparative Physiology; member of the edi¬ 
torial board, American Journal of Physiology, Proceedings 
of the Society of Experimental Biology and Medicine, 
Biological Abstracts, Journal of Applied Physics; fellow, 
American Association for the Advancement of Science; 
member, National Academy of Sciences, American 
Philosophical Society, American Physiological Soci¬ 
ety, British Physiological Society, American Physical 
Society, division of physics of the National Research 
Council, Optical Society of America, American Neuro¬ 
logical Association, American Society of Naturalists, 
Society for Experimental Biology and Medicine; honor¬ 
ary member, Harvey Society, American Society of 
Anesthetists; corresponding member, Societe Philo- 
mathique de Paris. 

Subject: 

“Future Opportunities of the Physical Sciences in 

Medicine” 

Exhibits 

This symposium program, with extensive exhibits 
in both the Main and Rogers Lobbies showing working 
models of apparatus developed by scientists and engineers 
for the diagnosis and cure of disease, offers Alumni a 
noteworthy opportunity to inform themselves on the 
growing importance of the work of the scientists and 
engineers in aiding the progress of medicine. Included 
among the exhibits will be the following: 

(1) Brain-Wave Apparatus 

Apparatus used in recording and analyzing brain waves 
will be set up and in operation. This exhibit will include 
descriptive material showing how several types of ab¬ 
normalities can be detected by brain-wave analysis. 
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(2) Electrocardiography 

The wave form of the electric impulses accompanying 
heart beats will be continuously recorded, and a projection 
oscilloscope will give a continuous visual record of heart 
beats. This exhibit will be accompanied by appropriate 
sound effects. 

(3) Ultraviolet Light 

Apparatus and illustrative material relating to the 
bactericidal and vitamin-producing effects of ultraviolet 
light will be exhibited. 

(4) Radio-active Indicators 

An exhibit illustrating the many uses in science and 
medicine of artificially radio-active materials as "indi¬ 
cators” will be prepared. In this exhibit a biological 
specimen will be inoculated with a submicroscopic 
amount of artificially radio-active material, the presence 
of which will be made evident by Geiger-counter ap¬ 
paratus. 

(5) Vitamins and Food-Concentrates 

This is an exhibit showing fluorophotometric appa¬ 
ratus for measuring vitamin content. In addition it will 
show the practical and strategic possibilities of highly 
concentrated foods. 

(6) Spectrographic Analysis 

Apparatus will show the usefulness in medical science 
of spectrographic analysis employing visible and ultra¬ 
violet light. 

(7) High-Voltage X-Ray Generators 

A scale-model exhibit will show the progressive de¬ 
velopment in recent years of high-voltage x-ray appa¬ 
ratus for cancer treatment. A 1.25-million-volt x-ray 
generator will be part of this exhibit. 

(8) Cyclotron and Nuclear Generator 

A one-quarter-scale model of the M.I.T. cyclotron will 
be set up in the lobby with descriptive material on both 
the cyclotron and the high-voltage nuclear generator. 

(9) Flow by Refringence 

Double refraction of flow will be demonstrated, in 
which the flow patterns produced by goldfish swimming 
in a dilute solution of tobacco mosaic virus are revealed 
by polarized light. 

Permanent Exhibits 
Cyclotron Laboratory 
X-Ray and Cathode-Ray Laboratory 
High-Voltage Nuclear Laboratory 
Solar Energy Laboratory 
Spectroscopy Laboratory 
Electron Microscope Laboratory 

X-Ray Diffraction Laboratory devoted to proteins, ster¬ 
ols, and viruses 

Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Luncheon for all Alumni and their guests in 
Du Pont Court. Tickets required. Special tables for the 
50th (1891) and the 25th (1916) reunion classes, and for 
their lady guests. 


2:00 p.m. Class Day Exercises in Lowell Court, featur¬ 
ing the Senior Class and the Classes of 1891 and 1916. 

Prominent speakers, including representatives of the 
Alumni Association, 50th year, 25th year, and Senior 
Classes. During the Class Day Ceremonies, the present 
Senior Class of 1941 will be initiated officially to member¬ 
ship in the Alumni Association. 

4:00 p.m. Special ceremonies celebrating 25 years of 
Technology’s home on the Charles, including the dedica¬ 
tion of a memorial to our former President Maclaurin. 
Main Lobby. 

4:30 p.m. Unveiling of portrait of President Compton in 
the Rogers Lobby. 

Evening 

7:00 p.m. Alumni Banquet at the Hotel Statler. The 
high lights of the evening will be a short program on 
"Twenty-five Years of Technology on the Charles” and 
remarks by Dr. Compton on the progress of Technology 
during the past year. Informal dress. 

Tables will be provided for nonalumni members of 
the Corporation and Institute Staff. 

Program for the Ladies 

8:30-10:00 a.m. Registration in Lobby of Rogers 
Building. 

9:00-10:00 a.m. Coffee served in Emma Rogers Room. 

10:00 a.m. Conference "Science and Engineering as 
Allies of Medicine.” 

12:30 p.m. Luncheon in Du Pont Court. 

2:00 p.m. Class Day Exercises. 

4:00 p.m. Special ceremonies celebrating 25 years of 
Technology’s home on the Charles, including 
the dedication of a memorial to our former 
President Maclaurin. Main Lobby. 

4:30 p.m. Unveiling of portrait of President Compton 
in the Rogers Lobby. 

4:00-5 -30 p.m. Open house at the home of Mrs. Karl T. 
Compton, just below Walker Memorial on Charles 
River Road. 

5:30 p.m. Busses leave from President’s House and pro¬ 
ceed to Brae Burn Country Club, 326 Fuller Street, 
Newton. 

6:00 p.m. Dinner at the Brae Burn Country Club. In¬ 
formal Dress. 

8:00 p.m. Busses leave the Brae Burn Country Club for 
Hotel Statler in time for program following the 
men’s dinner. 

ALTERNATE PROGRAM 

2:00-5:00 p.m. Sight-seeing in Cambridge and Boston. 

4:00-5:00 p.m. Motorboat trip on Charles River Basin 
leaving from, and returning to, M.I.T. Sailing 
Pavilion in front of Walker Memorial. 

Tickets for ladies, covering Registration, Conference, 
Luncheon, Boat Trip, and the Ladies’ Dinner at the 
Brae Burn Country Club, may be ordered with the men’s 
blanket tickets at the nominal charge of $3.00. Separate 
luncheon tickets may be purchased at $1.50 on June 9; 
Ladies’ Dinner tickets at $2.00. 
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For Hydraulic Installations — 



SKEIN REELING 


with unique efficiency 
for ALL Kinds and Counts of Yarn 

By this new twin-unit, single-operator method of 
skein reeling, FIDELITY machines quickly pay for 
themselves by savings that include time and floor 
space aswell as cost. Result:—greater output per shift 
at a handsome saving—also less operator fatigue. 



FIDELITY MACHINE CO. 

3908-18 FRANKFORD AVE., PHILADELPHIA 


If increased output and savings interest you, send 
for Bulletin 


Single-end type for 
heavier yarns and 
shorter skeins; dou¬ 
ble-end type for 
yarns of finer count 
in longer skeins. 


MAIL RETURNS 


Fire Protection at School 

From Edward R. Schwarz, '23: 

Mail Returns for May carries a letter from Frank L. Ahern, '14, 
who notes the fact that in an article appearing in the March, 1940, 
Review he placed emphasis on the suggestion that fundamentals of 
fire protection and safety engineering be included in engineering and 
architectural courses. ... It will be of interest that work in safety 
and fire protection engineering has been offered at Technology since 
1919. Until 1934 it was a fourth-year elective in the Course in Me¬ 
chanical Engineering and since then has been a part of the industrial- 
plant engineering elective in Course II, fourth year. . . . From 1927 
on, the work has been handled by me. 

On page 291 of the May issue are reviews of two books in the field 
of fire protection engineering: One, the Crosby-Fiske-Forster Hand¬ 
book of Fire Protection , is the standard reference work (in the earlier 
editions) used in the M.I.T. course; the other is the volume Fire 
Defense , which deals in large measure with arson and sabotage. As 
industrial vice-president of the Massachusetts Safety Council, I have 
organized and directed the operation of two special fifteen-week 
courses offered at the Institute by the Massachusetts Safety Council 
to groups totaling over two hundred men. In addition to the emphasis 
placed upon safety engineering, time was devoted under my im¬ 
mediate direction to a thoroughgoing discussion of fire protection 
engineering and the present situation in regard to arson and sabotage. 

It has always seemed to me that the men taking work in building 
construction and in architecture should be more cognizant of fire pro¬ 
tection and prevention and with safety engineering than they are at 
present. The work might well be offered as a part of some existing 
course or as an elective unless the present already crowded schedule 
would prohibit the extra hours. My one suggestion in emphasizing the 
matter at the present time is the considerable importance of, and 
interest in, the subject at the moment. Even though such elective 
courses might not be continued after the present emergency, con¬ 
sideration could well be given to handling them on a temporary basis 
while the emergency lasts. M.I.T ., Cambridge, Mass. 

Editors 

From Percy Bugbee, '20: 

This letter is to express to you the thanks of the National Fire 
Protection Association for the reviews of our two recent books [May 
Review, page 291). The editor of the Handbook of Fire Protection was 
our technical secretary, Robert S. Moulton, 17, and the editor of 
Fire Defense w r as our chief engineer, Horatio L. Bond, '23. 

Boston , Mass. 


THE TABULAR VIEW 

{Concluded from page 332) 


Fences. — S. Paul Johnston, ’21, aviator, editor, au¬ 
thor, co-ordinator of research for the National Ad¬ 
visory Committee for Aeronautics, describes with 
gusto the organization of America’s naval aviation 
(page 360) in a chapter taken from his Flying Fleets, a 
volume soon to be published by Duell, Sloan and 
Pearce, Inc., of New York. 

Figures. — The opportunities for industrial mathemat¬ 
ics are numerous and important, as is explained for 
The Review (page 362) by an industrial mathematician 
of experience. T. C. Fry, who lectured on electrical 
engineering at the Institute in 1927, has been with the 
Bell Telephone Laboratories since 1924 and has 
written widely on his subject. 
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Oxy-Acetylene Flame-Gouging 

is a New Shop "Tool” 


What it is: 

Flame-gouging is a variation of oxy- 
acetylene cutting. This process removes 
a fully-controlled groove or “gouge” of 
surface metal—without harm to adjacent 
areas. All that you need to use for goug¬ 
ing is a standard Oxweld C-31 or C-32 
cutting blowpipe, and a gouging nozzle. 
These nozzles are available in three dif¬ 
ferent sizes to fill all requirements. 

How it is used: 

The most common uses of flame-gouging 
include: 

—Removal of faulty or temporary welds. 
—Gouging the backside of electric welds. 
—Preparing plate edges for welding. 
—Maintenance, reclamation, and scrap¬ 
ping. 

—Redesign of forgings and castings. 
—Preparing broken castings for repair. 
—Fabrication of parts requiring a “groove.” 
While this process has only been avail¬ 
able about one year, its uses seem to be 
limited only by the ingenuity of the 
operator and the shop needs that arise. 

What its advantages are: 

In addition to use in large fabricating 
plants, gouging offers particular advan¬ 
tages for the small shop—because it can 
do so many things that formerly re¬ 
quired equipment not found in small 
shops. Some advantages of gouging are: 
—It reduces shop noise. 

—It is easy to learn and use. 

—It requires only a small investment. 

—It replaces expensive tools and machin¬ 
ing operations. 

—It eliminates costly hours of grinding 
and chipping. 

Write for descriptive literature —if you 
want to know more about this process, 
write for “Flame-Gouging, An Econom¬ 
ical Method of Grooving Steel.” A copy 
will be sent without obligation. 



The illustration and sketch show an Oxweld No. 19 gouging 
nozzle making a groove % in. wide and in. deep in steel plate. 


A Few Typical L ses 



In the construction of tanks, a typical sequence of 
operations is shown above. Machine-cut plate edges 
(1) are welded as in (2 ), then gouged as in (3), for 
the back-up weld (4). 

• 

In preparing steel for welded fabrication, 
mechanized gouging with Oxweld ma¬ 
chines is often used. 


One user reported that he makes liquid- 
level gauges by gouging a channel in 
steel plate, then facing it with glass. 


Studs temporarily welded on to steel 
pipe, to hold a testing head, were easy to 
gouge off with Oxweld equipment. 



THE LINDE AIR PRODUCTS COMPANY 

Unit of Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation 
General Office: New York HIM Offices in Principal Cities 
In Canada: Dominion Oxygen Company, Limited, Toronto 


UNDE OXYGEN . . . PREST-O-LITE ACETYLENE . . . UNION CARBIDE 
OXWELD, PUROX, PREST-O-WELD APPARATUS . . . OXWELD SUPPLIES 


The words “Linde,” “Prest-O-Lite.” “Union,” “Oxweld,” “Purox,” and “Prest-O-Wcld” are trade-marks of Units of Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation. 
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H ere you see a great mechanical “hand” that picks 
up 50-ton cars of coal and dumps them into 
colliers. To keep the coal from smashing on ship 
bottoms, the dock engineer designed a heavy steel 
retarder ■which catches the coal as it falls from the 
overturned car and regulates its flow down the 
loading chute. But protecting the retarder itself from 
battering 50-ton impacts was a different problem. 
Several cushioning materials were tried, but none 
lasted more than three months. Finally, on recom¬ 
mendation of the G.T.M. — Goodyear Technical Man 
— the retarder was faced with a thick sheet of Arma¬ 
dillo Rubber Chute Lining, specially compounded 
by Goodyear for handling the most abrasive ores. 
It lasted two years — took a beating from six million 


tons of coal —before wearing out. And the dock 
company reports that this resilient “rubber glove” 
protection has greatly reduced coal breakage in 
dumping. To consult the G.T.M. on any tough 
material-handling problem, write Goodyear, Akron, 
Ohio or Los Angeles, California — or phone the near¬ 
est Goodyear Mechanical Rubber Goods Distributor. 
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The Trend of Affairs 


By Water Inland 

k LONG the shores of the Gulf of Mexico is a little- 
known waterway extending, save for two short 
gaps, from Corpus Christi, Texas, to St. Marks, 
Fla., and affording inside passage for shallow-draft 
vessels for a distance of 1,009 miles. One of the missing 
links, that between Freeport and Port O'Connor, Texas, 
is now under construction and will be completed next 
month; the other, that between St. Marks River and 
Carrabelle, Fla., is held up pending settlements with 
landowners. The entire course, which is called the Gulf 
Intracoastal Waterway, has existing natural depths or 
has been improved to afford a depth of nine feet at mean 
low water over a minimum bottom 100 feet wide. On its 
waters will float heavy barge traffic, cargoes of crude 
oil, refined petroleum, iron, steel, sulphur, and, in the 
east, pulpwood for fast-growing southern mills. The 
project is described with characteristic modesty in a 
publication, “The Gulf Intracoastal Waterway,’’ by 
the Corps of Engineers, United States Army, who built 
it. 

Such a highway has been badly needed. The Gulf of 
Mexico is notorious for its squalls, which often destroy 
small craft at but a short distance offshore. Since the 
first settlers, the numerous bays have been used for 
protected passage, a tendency which was strengthened 
because the marshy coast made other modes of trans¬ 
port slow to develop. A project to facilitate water trans¬ 
portation along the gulf engaged the interest of Congress 
as early as 1828, when $18,000 was appropriated for the 
construction of a Mobile Bay-Mississippi Sound chan¬ 
nel. Improvement of Lake Pontchartrain was first 
authorized in 1852. Subsequently a number of acts of 
localized importance continued the development work 
until Rivers and Harbors acts of 1925, 1927, 1930, and 
1935 permitted the completion of the project. Many 


details have necessarily been closely related to the 
Mississippi flood-control projects, also a charge of the 
Engineers. 

In a quiet way they have dredged and now maintain 
this channel which, west of New Orleans, skirts bays 
and sounds that are generally shallow and subject to 
shoaling; this section has many canals. East of New 
Orleans, open bays and sounds are followed wherever 
possible. The route passes through the flat coastal re¬ 
gions of Texas, where one can see for miles, and on 
through Spanish-mossed' bayous of the Evangeline 
country, where the waters are catfish infested. It passes 
indiscriminately through fields of oil, pecans, cane, or 
corn. Navigation is free except for one lock at New 
Orleans. 

At the eastern end, the waterway will, when finished, 
join with an already constructed canal across Florida 
(not the one of much controversy). This in turn will 
carry the inland passage to the Atlantic Intracoastal 
Waterway, also an Engineers’ project. Thus inland 
passage from Corpus Christi to Boston will be made a 
practicable thing. 

Among the most interesting links in this system is the 
Florida crossing. This job started as a conservancy 
project. Lake Okeechobee, which it joins to the Atlantic 
and the gulf, is the dominating factor of the Everglades. 
Thirty miles across, 18 feet above sea level, the lake can 
be whipped to much higher levels by hurricanes or rains, 
can be depressed by droughts. When the lake is high, 
the Everglades, which constitute the most convention¬ 
ally “tropical” region in the United States, are flooded; 
when the lake is low, they literally burn up, ravaged by 
underground fires similar to those which destroy peat 
bogs. This is a pity because the Everglades are natu¬ 
rally very fertile, many of the islands being covered 
with wild plants. From them can come three to four 
crops of vegetables a year, much sugar cane, much fruit. 
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The construction of an experimental wind turbine to generate electricity on Grandpa’’s Knob, a Green Mountain peak near Hubbard ton, 
Vt ., proceeds steadily, as the photographs on these pages show. The above series presents the raising of the toner cap, on which the main mech¬ 
anism will rest and about which it will yaw with the wind. The top of the cap is 110 feet above the ground. The three structures shown 
are, from left to right, the turbine tower, the temporary erection derrick, and the 180-foot anemometer mast. Many Institute Alumni and 
staff members have shared in the research which preceded initiation of the project. (See The Review for December, page 59.) The function 
of the turbine is to drive a 1,000-kilowatt generator. Wide industrial applications for wind-generated electricity are anticipated once its low- 
cost availability has been demonstrated by experimental installations such as this. 


Long ago the state of Florida built a number of drain¬ 
age canals from the lake, but they often choked up. In 
the interest of better conservancy, the Engineers have 
leveed the entire southern lake shore and, after long 
studies, have developed the desired lake levels for vari¬ 
ous times of year to keep a safe stage both for flood and 
for drought, these stages being maintained by channels, 
levees, hurricane gates. Incidentally, in so doing, the 
Engineers have provided a channel across Florida to 
the gulf. 

From Fort Pierce on the east shore, the approach to 
the lake is straight and through savanna-covered low¬ 
lands. A lock raises the canal to lake level. From the 
lake westward to the gulf, the course follows the Caloo- 
sahatchee River, which was a meandering stream lined 
with big trees and orange groves, teeming with birds. 
Some of the bends have been straightened out, but the 
river maintains much of its original beauty. 

Projects like these are not so dramatic as some efforts, 
such as the Tennessee Valley Authority — for which, 
incidentally, the Engineers made the preliminary stud¬ 
ies. In the long life of a nation, projects such as the 
Intracoastal Waterway may mean more. It is not the 
habit of the Engineers to prate of their accomplish¬ 
ments or of what they are about to do. But it should be 
a source of some comfort that they continue to do and 
to do well. It was they who built the Bonneville Dam 
and handled the Pittsburgh flood control. Longer ago, 
of course, they built the Panama Canal and the Alaska 
railway. As a matter of fact, they built most of the 
Washington Monument. The observant will note a 
change in color of stone on the obelisk about one-quarter 
of the way up. This change notifies him where the 


Engineers took hold. At that point in construction the 
monument began to settle, and the Engineers were 
brought in to underpin and complete the pile. 

All this is of some importance in view of the fact that 
in the current year the Corps of Engineers will have the 
largest construction program in their history, totaling 
over a billion dollars. Much of the money will be spent 
for the Army Air Corps, as the Engineers have the 
directive for the construction of all airports. In ad¬ 
dition, they are to build the Atlantic island bases at 
Newfoundland, Bermuda, Trinidad, Jamaica, St. Lucia, 
Antigua, British Guiana, the Bahama Islands, and, one 
supposes, Greenland as well, where reconnaissance may 
even now be going on. The total of these items is eight 
hundred million. One hundred eighty-seven million 
more will be spent on rivers and harbors and on flood 
control. The Engineers are deepening channels at Nor¬ 
folk and in the Delaware River at the request of the 
Navy, while flood-control works in the Ohio and Con¬ 
necticut river valleys will protect important industrial 
plants. 

All this work is done without fuss and flurry, without 
publicity, in practical anonymity. Here is no great 
engineer, but a great corps of engineers. 

A Word for It 

N OT the least remarkable feature of a specialist, be 
he surgeon, safecracker, or surveyor, is his private 
language, the one he reserves for his technical peers. 
To a large extent, of course, technical dialects are un¬ 
avoidable; experts must discuss things and concepts 
which are new or beyond the ken of the layman. There- 
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fore they invent new words or give highly specialized 
and limited meanings to old ones. Barring some argu¬ 
ment about the choice of the verb, how could a doctor 
say in better fashion that “ Desoxycholic acid elicited 
transplantable subcutaneous fibrosarcoma in a high 
proportion of the mice and rats injected ”? Or how could 
the language of patent claims have been carried to its 
apex of precision without formalization of phrasing and 
structure, and definition of every “and” and “or” by 
court decision? On the other hand, to a miserable lay¬ 
man it does seem that some better way could have been 
found to say that “If a stationary observer determines 
the time by measuring the rest-mass of sand flowing 
through an hour glass at rest at the origin, then the 
moving observer must be assumed to determine the 
time as the rest-mass of sand flowing through an hour 
glass, indistinguishable from that used by the stationary 
observer, and moving with the moving observer's ori¬ 
gin. It helps to read this over at half-hour intervals. 

Since experts as a rule talk only to experts or to 
authorities (authorities are people to whom experts go 
when they are stymied), they can afford not only to use 
special words but also to abbreviate. Thus a doctor may 
casually mention that he just “did a chronic appen¬ 
dix,” or an engineering journal may report that “CBS 
has built new station for KNX.” And even amateur 
photographers talk learnedly of// and “gamma.” 

Finally, because experts are also human and therefore 
a little vain, they are not above throwing in a word now 
and then just to impress the home folks. Something of 
the witch doctor still persists in all practitioners of 
esoteric skills, some instinctive attempt to gain respect 
for their calling by using a little mumbo jumbo to daze 
the outsider and leave him (they hope) feeling properly 
awed. 

But even with abbreviations and razzle-dazzle 
eliminated, science still appears to be tough reading. 
David P. Boder, who measured the ratio of adjectives 
to verbs in various types of writing, concluded that the 
fewer the adjectives the easier writing is to read. By this 

Here is one oj the turbine blades in transit. The blade alone 
weighs some 15,300 pounds. The assembly here shown neighed 
about 35,000. W hen the blades are hoisted into position on the 
turbine toner, added assemblies tvill make the final lift for each 
of them about 50,000 pounds. The blade is 65 feet 7^ inches 
long, 11 feet 5 inches wide. The diameter of the two when 
mounted will be 175 feet. 
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The anemometer mast, 180 feet in height, will be used .for 
special studies of vertical wind gradients and of gust gradients 
along three co-ordinate axes. Spaced along the vertical mast, 
file rotor anemometers of a new type, heated to preient ice for¬ 
mation, and fue ordinary cup anemometers will giie the vertical 
gradients. Seven pressure anemometers of special type, includ¬ 
ing four heated ones mounted on the tips of the crossarms, will 
giie gust gradient data. A static orifice and a wind indicator 
will also be mounted on the mast. Readings from all these instru¬ 
ments will be transmitted electrically to a panel board in the 
control house and will be photographed by a motion-picture 
camera to give a continuous record. 

standard, scientific writing is at the bottom of the list: 
Compared with plays, which have on the average about 
eleven adjectives for every hundred verbs, and with 
fiction, which has perhaps thirty-five, the pronounce¬ 
ments of scientists qualified themselves to the extent of 
seventy-five adjectives per one hundred verbs. 

Attack on High Blood Pressure 

YPERTENSION, better known to laymen as 
high blood pressure and too often dismissed as a 
state of health rather than a disease which holds first 
place as a cause of death, takes more than 375,000 lives 
a year in the United States alone. This is more than twice 
the death rate of cancer. Ninety-five per cent of the 
cases of high blood pressure are now attributed to dis¬ 
eased kidneys. After many years of intensive medical 
research, encouraging results in the treatment of hyper¬ 
tension have been achieved by experiments with an 
extract derived from the kidneys of cattle. 

The announcement of this advance was made with 
proper reserve by Dr. Irvine II. Page, director of the 
Lilly Laboratory for Clinical Research, at the recent 
annual meeting of the American College of Physicians. 
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The possibility of developing a method for reducing 
high blood pressure rests upon the discovery that in the 
kidneys of animals and man a substance called “renin” 
is produced. This substance, combining in the blood 
stream with a chemical designated as an activator, pro¬ 
duces a third substance which has been named “angio- 
tonin.” 

Dr. Page’s report suggests that the properties of 
angiotonin may be the chemical cause of high blood 
pressure, but he cautioned that further investigation 
will be necessary to determine whether angiotonin is the 
chemical saboteur in hypertension. The kidney also 
produces a substance which counteracts angiotonin, 
lowering blood pressure in hypertensive organisms. 
When a kidney becomes diseased, however, its secretion 



John H. Gerard 

Two green herons at the "leaving nest ” stage demonstrate that 
Nature has a sense of humor. 


of renin is believed to outbalance its secretion of this 
inhibitor of hypertension. As a consequence, the excess 
renin leads to the production of an excessive amount of 
angiotonin. The small blood vessels are then affected by 
the angiotonin in such a way that resistance to the flow 
of blood is increased and blood pressure is consequently 
raised. 

This observation led to the preparation of an extract 
from which the blood-pressure-raising precursor, renin, 
is almost completely eliminated, the extract having a 
concentrate of the kidney substance that lowers blood 
pressure. After careful trials on laboratory animals, the 
new extract was administered to nineteen persons suffer¬ 
ing from extreme forms of high blood pressure. Nine 
had malignant hypertension, an acute form which usu¬ 
ally causes death within two months. Of this group of 
nine, only two have died, and the blood pressures of 


the remaining seven have been kept at approximately 
normal for periods extending up to a year in duration. 
The remaining ten cases treated with the new extract 
were afflicted with the disease known as “essential 
hypertension.” While not so serious as the malignant 
type, this form is one of the most deadly of man’s dis¬ 
eases. All the patients in this group are still living, their 
blood pressures reduced nearly to normal. Although Dr. 
Page considers the results distinctly encouraging, he 
said that the problem of producing the kidney extract in 
quantity has not yet been solved and that at present 
the extract cannot be made generally available to the 
medical profession. 

Renin, he explained, is a protein produced in the 
normal functioning of the kidney. The activator that 
converts the renin into angiotonin is a protein produced 
by the liver. With the removal of the liver of an animal, 
the angiotonin disappears from the blood stream. 

Angiotonin, Dr. Page said, has been produced in the 
crystalline form necessary to permit chemists to deter¬ 
mine its chemical structure and composition. This is the 
first essential step toward creation of the substance 
synthetically. Dr. Page revealed that investigations are 
now in progress to determine the composition of the 
angiotonin molecule and the arrangement of its atoms. 
In this study lies the hope that science may synthesize 
a chemical molecule that will neutralize or counteract 
the action of the angiotonin, just as the substance pro¬ 
duced in the normal kidney inhibits the action of this 
chemical. 

Control of high blood pressure has long been one of 
the major goals of medical research. A few years ago a 
kidney extract called “tubulin” was reported by Dr. 
Benjamin Jablons of New York. Further tests with the 
new kidney extract described by Dr. Page will be 
necessary to substantiate the promising preliminary 
results. Meantime, research for a method of producing 
the extract in quantities sufficient to make it available 
on a large scale will go forward. 

Heating with Light 

HE heating lamp your doctor used on your lame 
arm to “bake out” the pain has become a respected 
citizen of industry. Easily one of the most revolutionary 
processes of the finishing industry, heating with incan¬ 
descent-lamp bulbs (now generally and popularly 
known as “infrared heating”) has come to be one 
of that industry’s rapidly accepted aids to defense 
speed-up. Drying times have been sharply reduced, 
in some instances to as little as 1/100 of their former 
air-drying exposures. Patented a mere six years ago by 
the Ford Motor Company, the process has been adopted 
in countless large and small industries throughout the 
country, installed wattages varying from 1,000 to 
22 , 000 . 

Applications for the new drying marvel are numerous. 
It is used to dehydrate plastic molding powders and 
plywood sheets before the molding operation, to dry 
printer’s ink, to soften plastic materials, to dry the 
inside of caskets, to dry photographic films, to pre-heat 
embossing rolls, to cure hams, to bake bread, to ac¬ 
celerate the setting of cements, and to bake or semibake 
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A white ibis shows off his retractable landing gear. 


a wide range of lacquers and synthetic enamels. When¬ 
ever a small-to-moderate amount of heat is desired for 
speeding up a sluggish chemical reaction in any indus¬ 
try, particularly when the purse strings must be tight¬ 
ened, the use of infrared heating has gained quick recog¬ 
nition. At least a dozen manufacturers supply bulbs, 
reflectors, and “ready-to-wear” equipment, and, in 
addition, make all the necessary specifications by testing 
the customer's product in their master ovens and guar¬ 
anteeing the results in advance. 

Basically, the method takes advantage of the fact 
that 90 per cent of the energy emitted from an incan¬ 
descent lamp is in the region of the infrared wavelength. 
By burning the lamp at about 10 to 15 volts below rated 
voltage, the user gets rid of some of the remaining 10 
per cent of visible light and immeasurably prolongs the 
life of the lamp. This abundant 
radiant energy is directed, by 
a reflecting arrangement, onto 
the user’s product and “goes 
to town” — without appreci¬ 
ably heating the intervening 
air — in exactly the same fash¬ 
ion as Old Man Sol performs his 
daily work. With the necessity 
for expensive insulation and en¬ 
closures eliminated — not to 
mention the absence of electri¬ 
cal windings and controls — the 
user of infrared is delighted to 
find that his installation cost 
is a mere fraction of that of a 
modern oven designed to do the 
same heating job. 

A curious fact brought out by 
the development of this method 
is that incandescent-lamp his¬ 
tory evidently repeats itself, 
much as does political history. 

Tungsten replaced carbon as the 
filament in Edison’s original 
lamp because of the greater 
color temperatures — and thus 


345 

the greater light output — obtainable with the metallic 
filament. When lamps are used for heating, however, 
light output is not the most important consideration 
and therefore the first bulbs for heating were made with 
carbon filaments. Subsequent tests showed that tungsten 
was fully as satisfactory if operated at reduced voltage. 
Hence the shift is now toward tungsten filaments be¬ 
cause the carbon users have encountered Edison’s old 
difficulty —- early blackening of the bulb from carbon 
evaporation. 

Scientific examination of the principles of this form of 
radiant-energy heating has lagged behind the commer¬ 
cial acceptance of the process, as often happens when 
practicability is so readily demonstrated and eager ears 
are listening. First myth to be exploded in research stud¬ 
ies of the past year or two was the theory that the accel¬ 
eration of drying is due to the phenomenon of “baking 
from the inside out.” A simple test, in which a panel was 
painted on each side but irradiated on only one, showed 
that both coats were equally cured and that temperature 
alone must therefore be responsible. Talk about the 
“mysterious penetrating powers” of infrared energy, 
impressive as it may be to the romantically minded, 
thus does not survive the elementary test of plain 
practical experiment. 

Generally accepted at present is the belief that ra¬ 
pidity of cure is achieved by the quick temperature rise 
and the higher maximum temperature attainable with 
this new heat source. This theory is borne out particu¬ 
larly with the synthetic resins of the alkyd and urea- 
formaldehyde types, the finish of which will set almost 
instantaneously when a critical temperature is reached. 
Because heat is poured simultaneously into the entire 
film, this scheme prevents skinning over of the surface 
layer and thus removes one of the chief obstacles to 
rapid all-out cure. 
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A particularly encouraging note pointing toward es¬ 
tablishment of a firmer scientific basis for the design of 
drying tunnels is the recent recommendation of the Util¬ 
ities Research Commission, Inc., that paint manufac¬ 
turers adopt a new method of specifying the drying 
times of their products. Instead of stating, “This paint 
dries in 1 hour at 300° F,” the commission would have 
the label read, “This paint dries in 10 minutes in a ra¬ 
diant energy density of 2.5 watts/sq. in.” Tunnel design 
would thereby be considerably simplified, since instru¬ 
ments are available to measure infrared density, and 
performance is predictable on the basis of efficiency 
values now fairly well established for bulbs and reflec¬ 
tors. Present methods of stating drying times make 
laboratory studies necessary in most new installations. 

The imagination persists in wandering when any 
effort is made to sight the horizon for infrared heating. 
One can easily cite dozens of daily heating tasks that 
might be more simply (although, at the present time, 


probably more expensively) performed with incandes¬ 
cent-light bulbs. If hams have been cured and bread 
has been baked industrially by this method, it is not be¬ 
yond belief that the housewife should find convenient 
applications. A small portable unit might be wheeled 
around in one's cellar, for example, to hurry the drying 
of the weekly wash when the weatherman frowns on 
outdoor exposure. Eggs could be “boiled” dry with a 
single lamp setup. A simple device, utilizing an ordinary 
automobile headlight bulb as a heat source and concen¬ 
trating the rays at the tip of a cigarette, will ignite the 
tobacco in a much quicker time than it takes to fumble 
with a match case. 

Functional Overstrain 

A NEW breed of sheep, with strong wool, a tough con- 
- stitution, and a short or completely absent tail, has 
been announced by the South Dakota Agricultural Ex¬ 
periment Station. The tough constitution and the in¬ 



significant dorsal extremity are the heritage, after some 
twenty-five generations of crossings and recrossings with 
domestic breeds, of a scraggly Siberian ancestor which 
has little else to offer. This Asiatic sheep, which com¬ 
poses the herds of Kalmuck and Mongolian nomads, has 
coarse, stringy hair and makes extremely tough mutton, 
but it manages to do well in arid, sparsely vegetated 
country and is highly resistant to disease. Hence its 
; cross with domestic breeds which, in achieving 
the evolutionary but irrelevant characteristics of 
prodigious coats and tasty flesh, have lost 
Hfev some of their ability to survive the hazards 
of a hungry and disease-ridden world. 
1 Such difficulties are by no means 

IfHMk confined to this country or to sheep. 
'MOTiHB , The Merino in South Africa is re- 
\ ported as tending to be smaller 

\, and less fertile than previous 

generations. In striving 
(Concluded on page 396) 
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Present Pleasures or Future Benefits? 


Willingness to Make Sacrifices Is a Hallmark of the Character 
Essential to a High Standard of Civilization 

By Karl T. Compton 


S CIENTISTS, engineers, and inventors have cre- 
| ated the so-called technological age. We believe 
that our work and its results are predominantly 
beneficial to mankind. Some timid souls are frightened 
at the pace with which technological achievements have 
come; some see our creations being put to destructive 
use in warfare and feel that man should not be allowed 
to have such powerful tools; still others worry about the 
unemployment that frequently results from introduc¬ 
tion of laborsaving machinery or from replacement of 
one product by a superior one. We technologists, while 
admitting both accidental and premeditated harmful 
effects of science, nevertheless see the gains from tech¬ 
nology as far outweighing the losses, and we have sure 
faith in the social value of our efforts. 

We see such advances as improved homes, better 
wages, shorter hours of work, far less disease and suffer¬ 
ing, free time for education during youth and for vaca¬ 
tions during working years, and, finally, pensions in our 
old age. None of these happy situations ever existed 
in the history of the world for the masses of any people 
until science and its applications made them possible. 
Just for one illustration consider this tremendous fact: 
It has been estimated that during the past three hundred 
years the population of the earth has increased three 
times as much as in all the preceding hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of years of man’s life on this earth. Knowledge 
of medicine, disease, and health; more fruitful methods 
of agriculture; methods of fast communication and 
transportation have combined with other technological 
factors to push back the starvation, epidemics, infant 
mortality, floods, and other hazards which were con¬ 
tinually limiting the earth’s population. Whether we 
like the fact or not, about 1,500,000,000 people are 
alive today who would be dead or unborn except for 
modern technological progress. Since that figure in¬ 
cludes two or three out of every four persons among us, 
I imagine that if we were to vote on the subject, most 
of us would be in favor of keeping and further extending 
the technological progress that has made these things 
possible. 

Volumes have been and can be written on the effects 
which technological progress has had on human life. 
But this is not my real subject; I have mentioned it 
only because it forms a background for the thought 
that I should like to develop. 

We like to think that our technological progress has 
brought us to a high stage of civilization. Is this thought 
really true? Technological progress certainly has brought 
us the things that go to make up what we usually call 
a high standard of living. But does a high standard of 


living mean the same thing as a high standard of civi¬ 
lization? I think not; a high standard of living is only 
part of the picture and perhaps the less important part. 

For example, imagine a race of technological super¬ 
men whose knowledge of the forces and materials of 
nature greatly exceeds ours of today and who are in¬ 
comparably clever in invention, quantity production, 
distribution of goods, and all that. Suppose by working 
only one hour a day they can produce and have more 
than we ever thought possible in the way of food, home 
furnishings, entertainment, comfort, and health. They 
would have what we call a high standard of living. 
But the products of their technological ability would 
not in themselves make a fine civilization, for these 
supermen might be soulless creatures with no apprecia¬ 
tion of beauty, no affection, no sportsmanship, no con¬ 
trol of passions. They might be utterly ruthless and 
without integrity, honor, or altruism. Despite their 
technological ability, their civilization under these 
conditions would be not fine but terrible. 

The point which I seek to make is, of course, this: 
As we commonly use the terms, “standard of living” 
involves material things and services, whereas “stand¬ 
ard of civilization” involves, in addition, a foundation 
of character and of ideals. Perhaps we can put the 
matter this way: Possession of scientific knowledge, 
engineering proficiency, and inventive skill gives a 
man increased power but does not in itself make him a 
better man. He may still be a valuable member of 
society or a destructive gangster, and technology simply 
makes him a more valuable member of society or a 
more destructive gangster. Similarly with a nation — 
technological progress brings greater power for good or 
evil, depending on whether the preponderant character 
of the people is kindly and constructive, or selfish and 
aggressive. 

Much truth is contained in the statement that the 
degree of civilization of a people can be measured by 
the extent to which they are willing to sacrifice their 
present pleasures for the sake of their future benefits. 
To whatever extent this statement is correct, it places 
the emphasis upon wisdom and character. Measured 
by this yardstick, a good many of our actions as a 
people, whether in our individual communities or in our 
nation as a whole, cannot afford us pride. 

For instance, when a city or a state or a nation goes 
into debt year after year for the sake of providing bene¬ 
fits to this or that pressure group, government is handi¬ 
capping future welfare for the sake of present gratifica¬ 
tion. This, I believe, is one of the prevalent situations 
in this country which indicate that we have not reached 
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a very high stage of civilization in our basic thinking 
and character, however well we may be supplied with 
the gadgets and appurtenances which add to our com¬ 
fort and our ability to achieve our purposes. Of course 
in certain circumstances it is legitimate and necessary 
to go into debt, as in times of unusual emergency. Such 
a time is certainly the present, when we are under not 
only a threat of possible war for our own defense but 
also a moral compulsion to aid others in the defense 
of those social ideals which we and they have struggled 
for centuries to secure. In the absence of such unusual 
emergency, however, we have to recognize the fact that 
mortgaging the future for the benefit of the present 
is so easy that we are more than likely to slip into this 
unwise attitude unless we are constantly on guard. 

Another evidence of the lack of wisdom and character 
which indicates that this country and the other coun¬ 
tries of the world are still at a rather elementary level 
of civilization is found in the various stages by which the 
nations have drifted into the present desperate mess. 
If it were not so tragic, a review of the various mile¬ 
stones in international events of the last twenty years 
would read like a comedy of errors. At the end of the 
World War, two theories prevailed: one, to have “peace 
without victory”; the other, to carry the struggle 
through to a definite victory. Either of these theories 
if logically pursued might have been satisfactory. 

What was actually done? The War ended by an armis¬ 
tice, with the Allies feeling that they had won a victory 
although the Germans never admitted that they were 
beaten. In the Treaty of Versailles conditions were im¬ 
posed on Germany as on a vanquished nation — condi¬ 
tions which were designed to break her power to disturb 
world peace again. Next came the League of Nations, 
a noble ideal to place international affairs on the same 
basis of law and order as community affairs are placed 
within one state or united states. Our own country, 
which had entered the War with the slogan “To make 
the world safe for democracy” and which had expended 
billions of dollars and thousands of lives to that end, 
suddenly shrank from the responsibility of playing 
her part in this post-War effort. Whether because of 
fear or selfishness or shortsightedness or a combination 
of these factors, I do not know, but certainly our own 
country by her passive attitude did more than her share 
to wreck the inherent possibilities of the League of 
Nations and to open the way for the catastrophe which 
has now again engulfed us. 

The Manchukuo incident was the first in the series of 
international aggressions which finally led to a situation 
so intolerable as to provoke the present war. At the 
time of Manchukuo it was Great Britain, and not the 
United States, which was unwilling to take the firm 
stand that undoubtedly would have nipped n the bud 
this renewed tendency for international aggression. 
Japan, having succeeded in her first aggressive effort, 
was encouraged to proceed farther into China; Italy was 
encouraged to proceed into Ethiopia; Germany was 
encouraged to push her domination to the east. And 
step by step the situation grew worse. 

Germany’s first step was to engage in an extensive 
program of military preparedness, contrary to the terms 
of the Treaty of Versailles. Unwillingness to face 


squarely the potential dangers in this action prevented 
Great Britain and France from taking steps to control 
the situation. The next step was Germany’s march into 
the Rhineland, a zone which had been set up as a pro¬ 
tection against aggression on that border. Again, wish¬ 
ful thinking on the part of Great Britain allowed Ger¬ 
many to get away with this move. Thus a Germany, 
bitter with the feeling of the injustice of the Versailles 
Treaty, was permitted step by step to gain a position 
of military strength whereby she became once more a 
threat to the peace of the world. 

The tragic feature of this whole history is the fact 
that the nations which had the power to control events 
did neither one thing nor the other with decision. 
Had Germany been generously treated and had the 
victors of the last War been willing to make some 
sacrifices for Germany’s benefit, it is entirely probable 
that a program of pacifism and international disarma¬ 
ment could have been carried forward successfully, 
beneficially, and safely. On the other hand, had the 
victors consistently held to a policy of enforcing the 
terms of peace, it is very doubtful that the peace of the 
world would now be broken. Self-interest, wishful 
thinking, and lack of willingness to take unpleasant 
steps in order to safeguard the future all combined to 
bring the world again into destructive war. 

One after another, states have lost their freedom 
and become subjected to terrible economic and physical 
hardship because they were unwilling to believe what 
would happen to them if they remained neutral against 
the growing aggressive march of nazism. The doctrine 
of pacifism, idealistic enough in itself but not facing 
the reality of the situation, had lulled them into in¬ 
security and unpreparedness. In the light of what has 
happened to them, is there any doubt that if they could 
set back the march of time by eighteen months or two 
years and could make their decisions over again, they 
would forsake their reliance upon isolationism and 
would band strongly together for common defense 
against the aggressor? 

Our own attitude in the United States has been 
strikingly similar to that of the countries which I have 
mentioned, with the sole exception that the broad 
expanse of the Atlantic Ocean and our potential strength 
have served to protect us. But even if she is successful 
in her present struggle against Great Britain, Germany 
will be a country in desperate economic plight when the 
war is over. In such circumstances and with a knowledge 
of the ruthless methods which she follows to her own 
advantage, is there any question that she will use every 
weapon at her command, whether military or economic 
or fifth column, to break the economic power of the 
United States and secure by fair means or foul as much 
as possible of our wealth? In the face of this situation, 
what has been our attitude? 

The first reaction of the country was to build a wall 
around ourselves, shut our eyes to the realities of condi¬ 
tions in the rest of the world, and hope that we could 
work out our own salvation. That such a policy is 
unwise and impossible has become clear. We have now 
entered into a program for increasing our national 
defense, but even this we undertook in the early stages 
in a less than halfhearted (Concluded on page 370) 
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Oil and the Axis 

Germany’s Supplies of Petroleum Products Are Not Generous , 
Analysis of Her Sources Shows; Synthetic Plants a 
Grucial Element in the Situation 


By Robert E. Wilson 


B OTH the strategy and the tactics of the present 
I war are increasingly being determined by the 
quantity and quality of the petroleum supplies 
available to, or desired by, the various powers. A vital 
difference exists between the relationship of petroleum 
to warfare in this country and its relationship to warfare 
among the Axis powers: Germany and Italy are carrying 
on their war operations in addition to the industrial, 
agricultural, and civilian activities of their own nations 
and the occupied territory of western Europe, with a 
total production of petroleum products, including syn¬ 
thetic compounds and imports, equal to only about 5 
per cent of this country’s production of crude petroleum, 
or our consumption of products refined from petroleum. 

Even the gigantic expansion program being carried 
out for American defense, including a two- 
ocean navy, a vastly augmented air force, 
and the large-scale mechanization of our 
land forces, does not greatly alter the com¬ 
parison. Such a program sounds as though it 
would have a tremendous effect on the pe¬ 
troleum industry of the nation. Actually, 


when measured against the background of the size to 
which the industry has grown since the World War, the 
effect is relatively small. The purely military demand to 
date has not, in fact, offset the loss of exports due to the 
present war. The increasing drain, however, is making 
itself more and more felt as the year progresses, with sub¬ 
stantial growth in industrial demand and in civilian 
demand from the new employees of industry. In the 
absence of war the 1941 domestic claim on petroleum is 
estimated at 8 or 9 per cent in excess of the 1940 claim. 
In the event of war the demand for the major products 
would be increased toward the end of the year by an 
estimated 5 per cent. In my opinion, no industry of com¬ 
parable importance to the national defense effort ex¬ 
hibits so few even potential bottlenecks as does the pe¬ 
troleum industry. 

To evaluate the petroleum supply situa¬ 
tion of the Axis powers today, one must 
start with the world distribution of crude- 
oil production. The rather surprising figures 
are set forth by appropriate subdivisions 
in the tabic which follows. 


Above: 

Reflections in an oil 
sump in the Monte¬ 
bello field in Cali¬ 
fornia 
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191)0 Crude Oil Production by Areas * 

Barrels a Day Per Cent of Total 


United States. 

3,692,000 

63.0 

Other Western Hemisphere 

866,000 

14.8 

Russia. 

593,000 

10.1 

Near East. 

335,000 

5.7 

Netherlands East Indies. . . . 

166,000 

2.8 

Rumania. 

118,000 

2.0 

Germany,! Poland, Albania, 



Japan, Hungary, and 



France. 

43,000 

0.7 

Rest of world. 

49,000 

0.9 


5,862,000 100.0 

‘Basic data from World Petroleum, February, 1941. 

f In addition, German synthetic production at the outset of the 
war is understood to have been about 65,000 barrels a day, equiva¬ 
lent to 1.8 per cent of world production. 

The preponderance of American, British, and Dutch 
control of crude production is generally known, yet I 
think many will be surprised at the tremendous dis¬ 
crepancy between our 63 per cent of world production 
and the Axis total of 0.7 per cent. Our own figifre is un¬ 
doubtedly closely related to the fact that we have 68 
per cent of the world’s motorcars. With the exception of 
Rumania, European production of petroleum is negligi¬ 
ble, and, even including Rumania, the crude-oil produc¬ 
tion of continental Europe west of Russia is only about 
25 per cent of its normal peacetime consumption. 
Though we hear frequent references to the oil wells of 
Germany, Poland, Hungary, and Albania, the total 
production of all these countries in 1940 was only about 
35,000 barrels a day, or about 0.5 per cent of world 
production. 

We must not suppose, however, that Germany en¬ 
tered the war with less than half of 1 per cent of the 
world’s petroleum under her control and without having 
several means in sight to augment her supply. Before the 
war Germany and France each required about 150,000 
barrels of petroleum products a day, and about 75 per 
cent of France’s requirements were in the territory now 
occupied by Germany. Italy used 60,000 barrels a day, 
and the other occupied territory of western Europe (not 
including any of the Balkan countries) brought the total 
pre-war consumption of this area to about 430,000 bar¬ 
rels a day. Under pre-war conditions, over 80 per cent 
of this oil came into western Europe by tanker. As 
against this demand, Germany has several different re¬ 
sources, which I shall discuss separately. Figures from 
this point on are of course considerably less accurate 
than those previously discussed. Nevertheless, various 
sources of information are in rather good agreement, ex¬ 
cept as I shall indicate. 

(1) Controlled crude production in western Europe. 
The total daily 1940 crude production of Germany, 
Hungary, Austria, Alsace, and Albania — the territory 
directly controlled by the Axis powers — appears to 
have been practically the same as in 1939; that is, about 
25,000 barrels, a figure not far wrong for 1940 and 
probably for 1941. 

(2) Synthetic oil and gasoline production. Total syn¬ 
thetic oil and gasoline production (including benzol 
from coke ovens to the extent that it was available for 
motor fuel) was between 60,000 and 70,000 barrels a 


day at the outbreak of the war. About 70 per cent of the 
synthetic was made by hydrogenation, the chief base be¬ 
ing lignite plus some coal and some coal tar. The hydro¬ 
genation process makes good gasoline, and most of the 
plants can be operated in such a way as to make fairly 
good aviation gasoline, though to do so reduces their 
capacity. The aviation gasoline can be leaded up to 
about 90 octane but is still seriously inferior to the 100- 
octane quality which we can supply. 

The Fischer-Tropsch process, which was responsible 
for somewhat more than half of the remaining synthetic 
product, starts from coke and makes very inferior gaso¬ 
line, good Diesel fuel, and some wax. The wax and the 
gas together can be used as the starting point for the 
synthesis of lubricating oils, but this synthesis is very 
difficult and no substantial amount of capacity appears 
to have been installed. 

Although the figure of 65,000 barrels a day must be 
very close to correct for the production of synthetic sub¬ 
stitutes at the start of the war, developments in that 
field since 1939 are increasingly difficult to estimate. 
Plants which were at that time under construction would 
bring present total capacity to around 100,000 barrels a 
day, and a few more plants may have been built without 
becoming generally known. Daily newspaper reports, 
however, bear witness to the fact that synthetic oil 
plants and oil-storage facilities are the favorite objec¬ 
tives of British bombing attacks. These attacks must 
have done considerable damage, though persons familiar 
with the spectacular appearance of a small oil fire will 
discount even the most honest reports by aviators about 
great fires observed. And it must be remembered that 
intensive bombing attacks on these objectives have 
been carried out only since last October. These high- 
pressure plants with much complicated piping carrying 
flammable products seem ideal bombing targets. The 
fact that they do operate under such high pressure, how¬ 
ever, means that their principal parts must be made of 
something like plate armor, so that either a lucky hit at 
a vulnerable spot or a direct hit by a large bomb would 
be necessary to cause damage requiring a long time for 
repair. On the whole, if England’s bombing has kept 
Germany’s total synthetic production down to 70,000 
barrels a day, I should consider the feat remarkable, 
and 80,000 barrels a day seems to me a better guess at 
present effective capacity — though a guess it admit¬ 
tedly is. 

(3) Imports from Rumania. Rumania’s production of 
crude has steadily declined since 1936, mainly through 
the gradual exhaustion of the older fields and through 
lack of new discoveries of importance. Average produc¬ 
tion at the end of 1940 was about 20 per cent less than 
for 1939 and 40 per cent lower than for 1936. The drop 
seems to have been largely due to increasing state con¬ 
trol and the threat of war, both of which acted to dis¬ 
courage wildcatting and new development. Only seven 
wildcat wells were completed in 1939. Rumanian pro¬ 
duction averaged about 125,000 barrels a day for the 
first nine months of 1940, but latest reports indicate 
a drop to 100,000 barrels a day near the end of the year. 

Since Rumania consumes only about 40,000 barrels 
a day, Germany seems now to have a very large and 
convenient source of oil under ( Continued on page 370) 









Composition in Photography 

Remembering That Composition Is the Presentation of an Idea, 
the Photographer Will Come Nearer Completeness 
in What He Undertakes 

By Paul J. Woolf 


W HETHER photography is art or merely me¬ 
chanics is a question widely fought but hardly 
worth the fighting. Photography is a technique, 
a business, an esthetic expression, a science — and a 
lot of fun for a lot of people. So it seems to me that there 
is little use in splitting hairs about where art stops and 
something else begins, or even over where photography 
stands in relation to that impalpable boundary line. 
Anyone who is by nature a gadgeteer is inclined to get 
his share of pleasure from the extensive and ingenious 
paraphernalia of the camera rather than from the 
capturing of beauty or significance, for which the ap¬ 
paratus has presumably been conceived. At the other 
extreme, the self-consciously esthetic individual may 
often deliberately swoon over beauties sensed by him 
and by no one else — and in the process forget to wind 
his film after clicking the shutter. 

Art and photography meet, of course, at many points, 
and among the most important of these is composition. 
Whatever medium you may be using, good composition 
results only when you exercise judgment about what 
shall remain in your product and what shall be excluded. 
If art is, in the adage, omission, then composition is in 
good measure the expression 
of that omission. Many peo¬ 
ple, however, have a vague 
idea that composition is a 
concept applicable only to 
art in the strict sense, and 
that hence it relates only re¬ 
motely to photography. This 
idea is due to a misconcep¬ 
tion of the meaning of com¬ 
position and to a foggy under¬ 
standing of the relationship 
between art and photography. 

Maybe we can clarify the 
matter by first examining the 
connection between art and 
photography. 

Six levels of photography 
may be distinguished. On the 
first level is the photo made 
because of the necessity for a 
record. You have advanced 
to the second level when you 
are so moved by a work of art 


as to want to copy it. This is like repeating a good 
story: It involves the recognition of someone else’s 
creativeness. 

The third level also involves recognition, but of some¬ 
thing you discover, not something that has already been 
labeled “art.” Such a picture corresponds, roughly, to 
telling the bright remarks you have heard a child make. 
A photographic example is the picture you take when 
you are in the country and come upon a view that impels 
you to open your camera and snap the scene. Or the 
photograph of someone whose figure or hands have in¬ 
spired you to ask the person to sit for you. 

You have attained the fourth level when you are not 
satisfied with recognizing a good theme but experiment 
to see how you can improve upon it. In other words you 
touch up, and improve upon, the “remarks” before 
telling them. If you are considering a landscape shot, 
you move around to see what is the best aspect, perhaps 
waiting for the sun to light up a certain area or for a 
figure to reach a certain spot; if you are making a 
portrait, in addition to moving around you watch the 
model in action. Some people mistake doodling with 
negatives at this stage for reaching the next two levels. 



Milkweed ballet. This and following 
photographs are by the author. 
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The fifth level is reached when your concern with 
statements is no longer with their power to entertain 
but with the underlying qualities of the theme. Photo¬ 
graphically, you are out to get the essence of the place, 
person, or thing. Being creative, work done at this stage 
and the next is in the realm of art. 

The highest creative level is reached when you are 
not primarily concerned with repetition or interpreta¬ 
tion of the ideas of others but with original composi¬ 
tions — giving form to new thought patterns, making 
new combinations of old symbols, even creating new 
ones. You are interested here not so much in things as 
they are as in what you can do with these things as 
symbols. 

To sum up the six levels, we may say that at the 
bottom is factual record; next is the recognition of some¬ 
one else’s creativeness; then comes individual discovery. 
At the fourth level experimentation is added; at the fifth, 
interpretation; and at the top, imagination in a higher 
degree. It is valuable from time to time to check one’s 
work against this scale. At each of these levels, composi¬ 
tion is of utmost importance, but before we consider 
its importance we had best consider its meaning. 

Composition is fundamentally the presentation of an 
idea — the technique of presentation being based upon 
a choice of almost unlimited alternatives, depending 
upon personal preferences. The difference between a 
well-composed photograph and one that is poorly com¬ 
posed is generally due largely to the fact that, in the 
bad one, the photographer did not decide at the time 
of taking the photograph what the idea was that he 
wanted to express. Consequently, as soon as you de¬ 
termine what you want to photograph, why you want 
to photograph it, and what you wish to say about the 
thing photographed, the job is half done. After you 
have determined the theme, the problem is purely one 
of presentation. This involves three elements: contrast, 
unity, and elaboration. 

Contrast is the basis of composition. It is what at¬ 
tracts the attention. Whether you be a protozoan or a 
demigod, change is what you would notice more than 
continuation. An intermittent light, a spot of color, 
a silent moment, a sober man — all draw attention in 
proportion to their contrast with their surroundings. 
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Photographically we are interested in contrast of mass, 
shape, tone, size, position, focus, action, line, and texture. 
Basic to all contrast is mass. In a sense, mass is the 
individual unit that wears the other contrasts as apparel. 
Place a match upon a dark table. The match is a mass; 
the table is a mass. Each mass has color, shape, size, and 
texture, all of which characteristics are in contrast with 
those of the other mass. In a black-and-white photo¬ 
graph, color is represented by black, white, or a tone of 
gray, while texture is represented by semblance of texture. 

A mass may be more than a single object; it may be 
a conglomeration of objects — that is, a mass of like 
or unlike things that form a single visual unit. The 
kitten and the rubber in the photograph below form a 
single visual unit, as do the bridge and the skyline in 
the adjoining shot of the Queensborough Bridge at 
night. Likewise an object and its shadow generally do so 
if the object is appreciably darker than the background. 

In the experiment with the single match and the 
dark table, other things being equal, the eye goes 
naturally to the spot where the match contrasts with 
the table. If now you put on the table four matches 
similar in all respects except that one is bent in the 
middle, the eye will be most drawn to the bent match, 
because of contrast of shape — provided you place 
them all near together. 

A similar experiment can be performed with black 
and white disks to show how contrast of tone is more 
potent than contrast of shape: Cut out of paper say a 
triangle and three disks of black and a disk of the same 
size of white. Then place them all on a surface of in¬ 
termediate tone, arranging them equidistantly around 
the perimeter of a circle. You can develop similar 
experiments to compare the effects of contrast of size, 
position (at the center, near the edge, in the foreground, 
in the background), focus (in focus v. out of focus), 
action (dynamic) as against inaction (static), line 
(horizontal v. oblique or vertical), and texture (coarse 
v. smooth), as well as various combinations of these. 
Some effects vary with the degree of exaggeration. 
Thus, up to a certain point the larger object draws more 
attention, while beyond that point it draws less. The 
practical application of the foregoing observations is that 
when you have determined upon your theme, you set 



Kitten and rubber 


Bridge by night 
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about drawing attention to it by suitable use of contrasts. 
The next step is to accomplish unity of effect. Distrac¬ 
tions resemble warts on a face in that they draw the 
eye to something that is not of fundamental importance. 
When, therefore, any elements of a picture diminish the 
importance of the main object of the photograph, they 
should be eliminated, if that is practical, by removal, 
by change of camera angle, or by change of lighting. 
These results may be accomplished either by overt 
action on the photographer's part or by awaiting the 
passage of time. 

Every subject has appropriate and inappropriate 
moods. Water, to take a simple example, appeals as 
a rule to most people; but 
flood waters may be desolat¬ 
ing, terrifying, or exhilarating 
according to circumstances. 

Hence the photograph must 
contain different tonal make¬ 
up, depending on the emo¬ 
tional content you intend to 
convey. Monotonal render¬ 
ing produces a drab effect 
if in the middle grays; a de¬ 
pressing one if dark; a deli¬ 
cate one if light. Contrast 
suggests vigor, romance, hard¬ 
ness, crudeness, according to 
how the contrast is handled. 

There is no hard-and-fast 
rule of thumb for prescrib¬ 
ing the effect ahead of time; you must develop your 
judgment by constant use. One very common lack of 
unity is found in portraits when the mouth smiles while 
the eyes show anxiety, or when the lighting belies the 
character of the sitter. 

Unity cannot be achieved unless the picture has a 
feeling of completeness, the accomplishment of which 
does not mean that everything except the kitchen stove 
has to be put into the picture, but does mean that one 
should feel neither lack nor surplus of subject matter 
and of space around it. Moreover, it is perfectly possible 
for more than one composition to be “the best,” ac¬ 
cording to the message which is to be conveyed. The 
large construction picture of the Associated Press Build¬ 
ing above, for example, was taken as a striking publicity 
shot to advertise Rockefeller Center at the same time. 
If the purpose had been to get an action shot of the 
workman, the composition should be reduced until it 
includes only that area around the man, as shown in the 
smaller picture. 

If you wish to make your work something that will 
appeal to people who are interested not merely in a 
record photograph, you frequently must elaborate it. 
The only limitation to how much you may elaborate is 
the functional one of not distracting attention from 
your theme. 

The most obvious form of elaboration is the use of 
shadow. At its best, it helps define the theme form — to 
make it more emphatic and to give it interesting design; 
at its worst, the use of shadow may be distracting. 
Place a cigarette on a light surface and then, with a 
portable lamp, throw a shadow, moving the lamp from 


Construction scene. Upon purpose of the picture, composition depends. 


high to low, from close to far, and turning the cigarette 
with respect to the light. Study the effect of the varied 
lighting not only on the gross design of the shadow plus 
cigarette but also for the effect upon the textures. 

Another form of elaboration that may be used to 
emphasize a theme is repetition. Try the use of several 
cigarettes. Consider the numerical limits within which 
you should work. Is it possible in a picture of this sort 
to have so many cigarettes that they lose their meaning? 
Do a few cigarettes make a more emphatic picture than 
that provided by a single one? 

Take five to ten cigarettes and arrange them on a 
dark surface. Look at them on the ground glass of your 
camera or through the view finder or, better still, 
through a hollow cardboard rectangle about five by 
seven inches, held at various distances from the eyes 
so as to leave much or little space around the cigarettes. 
Arrange the cigarettes at equal intervals in a straight 
line, on a diagonal, in an arc, tilting the finder laterally 
in order to have the pattern divide the surface into 
areas of differing sizes. Try also combining a rectangular 
form (such as a cigarette package) with a curved ar¬ 
rangement; a circular form (such as an ash tray) with 
a straight line; or lines in one direction with others 
thrusting at a different angle. 

Pick out one of your favorite arrangements, make the 
spaces between the cigarettes unequal, but keep the 
cigarettes all of the same apparent size. Finally, by 
moving the finder to one side, make the cigarettes them¬ 
selves appear of unequal sizes by causing them to be 
farther and farther from the finder. You will find it 
interesting to compare the result which is secured by 
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this means with the random configuration which is pro¬ 
duced when you throw down the cigarettes at haphaz¬ 
ard. From this series of experiments you will probably 
have discovered: (1) that items arranged geometrically 
have more of an appeal than do those thrown down at 
random; the mere orderliness gives them a rhythm, the 
recognition of which is pleasing to most people; (2) that 
cigarettes in a line parallel to the finder edge are static 
by comparison with those arranged obliquely, and less 
graceful than those arranged on a curve; (3) that equal¬ 
ity of size and spacing is of less interest than inequality; 
and (4) that a movement of design in one direction can 
with advantage be counterbalanced by a design of 
similar or, better still, of different form moving in 
another direction. 

If you now place your favorite composition on a 
light-colored background and add shadows to the design, 
you will find that every shadow will automatically take 
on a shape and size differing somewhat from that of its 
neighbor, thus giving added repetitional effects but 
each with a slight difference. Does the fact that the 
shadow of one cigarette overlaps the next cigarette con¬ 
fuse the theme? Does it impair the functional value of 
the photograph? 

To summarize: Up to this point you have determined 
upon a theme; have added definition to your theme by 
the use of contrast of tone, form, and texture; and have 
achieved unity by the elimination of distractions. 
Further, you have added emphasis by repetition, or 
rhythm; you have relieved possible monotony by varia¬ 
tions of pattern, size, and space; and, finally, you have 
seen the various effects produced by different direc¬ 
tions of movement: horizontal, vertical, oblique, curved, 
and a combination and opposition of them. 

These fundamental elements may be found more or 
less in all types of subject matter, including the portrait 
and the landscape. Seldom, 
however, do natural objects 
contain such a marked repe¬ 
tition of form as do still-life 
setups. This is really fortu¬ 
nate, because one tires easily 
of too much repetition. A 
good example of subdued 
rhythm in a comparatively 
natural object can be seen 
in the adjacent photograph of 
the bridge. Led into the pic¬ 
ture between a series of 
curves no two of which are 
alike, the eye then follows 
the parallel diagonal lines of 
the stairway, which diagonal 
is repeated in the zigzag pat¬ 
tern of the handrail. Next the 
eye climbs to the horizontal 
masses, where the zigzag is 
repeated in the girders. On 
the right the eye is pre¬ 
vented from running out of 
the picture by the vertical 


tower; on the left, by the lamp standards. Note the fur¬ 
ther repetition of vertical forms in the upright girders, 
in the forms at the top of the stairs, and, modified, in the 
water stains. This picture seems a particularly fortunate 
one upon which to speculate. Consider how much less 
effective it would have been if the distant bridge piers 
on the right had been completely missing: The span to 
the right of the tower would then appear to be floating 
without visible means of support, an effect which would 
be altogether out of keeping with the solid burgherlike 
quality of the rest of the picture. 

Consider, also, what would have happened to the pic¬ 
ture if the tallest lamp standard had been cut down level 
with the top of the bridge: The weight of the picture 
would then be shifted to the right and the whole com¬ 
position would become stodgy, owing to the lack of a 
prominent delicate form. Suppose, again, that the pic¬ 
ture had been cut off immediately to the right of the 
tower. Two things would then happen: The eye, instead 
of returning over the bridge with the knowledge that 
further travel to the right was possible if desired, would 
come smack against a solid impediment, so that you 
would get a feeling of finality. This might please some 
people but would give others a very disagreeable feeling, 
according to their psychological needs. Likewise, the 
composition would become less graceful, a lack which 
could be partly met by cutting off some of the bottom 
of the picture. If, in addition, you cut the picture just 
to the right of the tunnel, the feeling of inability to es¬ 
cape would be strengthened because the eye could not 
get out by way of the tunnel and the tallest lamppost 
would take on more power to bar the way out of the 
picture to the left. 

You can see from this detailed example how two peo¬ 
ple of unlike psychological make-ups might each prefer a 
different composition and each (Concluded on page 370) 
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Toward a Military Calculus 

Material Power and Mobility of Weapons Are Factors in an 
Equation Giving an Index of Tactical Strength 

By John W. Meader 


T HE amateur headline swallower is having a hard 
time trying to digest the war news. He under¬ 
stands — or thinks he understands — the differ¬ 
ence between “on hand” and “ on order.” His emotional 
thermometer responds to each fresh Blitzkrieg in inverse 
proportion to the square of his distance from the Atlan¬ 
tic seaboard. But he finds it difficult to form accurate 
impressions of military affairs from accounts which filter 
through the censorship. 

In that respect the professional is not much better off 
than the armchair strategist, for military science is a 
rather loose body of thought going through rapid 
changes. On many principles the experts agree (this may 
be all a layman can ask), but their terms are seldom 
precisely defined or susceptible of quantitative measure¬ 
ment. Thus in some ways the very foundation of a 
science as we know it in other fields is lacking, and gen¬ 
eral understanding of military matters is on compara¬ 
tively low ground. Much of the comment in the press 
and over the radio is objective and well informed, and 
the general coverage of war news has been excellent, so 
that the raw materials are at hand. A basis for fashion¬ 
ing them into studied judgments, however, is hard 
to find. 

In a dictatorship it may be of no great importance 
whether the rank and file know what is being done or 
why it is being done; indeed, blind submission to the 
High Command and the Infantry Drill Regulations has 
its advantages. In a republic, however, war in all its 
phases, from preparation to demobilization, depends on 
voluntary support. If the people of such a state lack 
sound knowledge of the ways of war and are wealthy 
enough to be worth attacking, their independent exist¬ 
ence is likely to be challenged. In any case, because a 
united front may be difficult to attain when people are 
free to think and to act independently, a republic may be 
at a disadvantage in the early stages of a war. Later, 
provided time permits and the people are of resolute 
character, a full measure of willing co-operation often 
results from the obvious necessity of overcoming previ¬ 
ous neglect and early reverses. Moreover, in both factory 
and field, an innate capacity for independent judgment 
and action is an invaluable supplement to elementary 
strength. A citizen army properly trained and equipped, 
if at all comparable to the enemy numerically, has 
almost invariably been victorious over blood-and-iron 
technique. When it is more fully developed and more 
widely understood, military science may render its 
greatest service in securing support for continuous 
preparation for war in time of peace and in helping to 
bridge the critical gap between neglect and battle. 


Lacking an approved military calculus, the layman 
has to fall back on first principles in forming his own 
judgments. He is galled a little at being asked to weigh 
labored partisan discussions of air power v. sea power 
while he is of the impression, mistaken or not, that the 
professional military man, in twenty-five years and five 
wars, has been unable to come up with an answer to the 
tank, much less an efficient handling of amphibious and 
three-dimensional problems. 

When the destiny of Rome was being carved out by 
the good right arms of Caesar’s legionaries, it was enough 
for the senate and the people to know that 30,000 well- 
trained troops were available against 40,000 somewhat 
less capable adversaries; practice, physical condition, 
spirit, and generalship could be counted on to make up 
the difference in numbers. Artillery of a sort existed in 
those days —• “siege engines,” they were called — and 
special troops, known as “auxiliaries,” were also avail¬ 
able. But the problem of judging the diverse effects of 
different arms and co-ordinating their efforts in battle 
was often solved, neatly and simply, by making sure 
that the unusual types kept out of the way of the regular 
sword-and-shield kind of workman. This infantry could 
stand up under almost any kind of onslaught. 

For some time after firearms were introduced, tactics 
clung to established forms and rewarded with a reputa¬ 
tion for brilliance any soldier who understood and 
utilized the special powers of new weapons. Napoleon’s 
remark, “It is with artillery that war is made,” at first 
the golden words of genius, gradually became the shib¬ 
boleth of mediocrity which, in the years 1914 to 1918, 
could at times find no more effective use for thousands 
of tons of high-explosive shells than the cutting of a few 
hundred feet of barbed wire. 

Vastly different has been the direction of the present 
war. Fronts have almost disappeared, and battle has 
acquired a fluidity and complication which only active 
minds can meet. By contrast with classic conceptions of 
the function of infantry, cavalry, and artillery — all cut 
to the same pattern — a long array of relatively new 
warlike devices must now be reckoned with. There are 
engines of the land, sea, and air, and for each element a 
diversity of size, type, quantity, organization, and use 
which have no common denominator. In a field so com¬ 
plex, first principles can be very crude and still yield 
valuable results. An attempt to discover such principles 
has sufficient excuse in the overwhelming importance of 
the issues at stake in current events. 

The science of war is, or ought to be, the science of 
destruction — not wanton destruction, but destruction 
of the enemy’s military power. All the rest is incidental 
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Table 1. Material Power at “Muzzle” of Typical “Guns” 

Material, or 
Destructive, 
Power (Tons 
Approximate of Explosive 



Weight of 

Number of 

Delivered per 


Explosive 

Aimed Shots 

Hour at 

Type of Gun 

(Pounds)* 

per Hour 

Muzzle) 

.30-inch rifle. 

. 0049 

600 

.00147 

.30-inch rifle (Garand). 

. 0049 

1,200 

.00294 

.30-inch machine gun (light).. . 

. 0049 

36,000 

.0882 

.50-inch machine gun. 

. 023 

13,500 

.155 

37-millimeter anti tank gun. . . 

.71 

1,800 

.639 

75-milliineter field gun. 

5.9 

900 

2.66 

105-millimeter howitzer. 

. 16 

900 

7.2 

155-millimeter field gun. 

. 52 

60 

1.56 

8-inch naval gun. 

. 118 

30 

1.77 

12-inch naval gun, 50 caliber.. . 

. 397 

30 

5.96 

14-inch naval gun, 50 caliber.. . 

. 631 

30 

9.47 

16-inch naval gun, 50 caliber.. . 

. 942 

30 

14.1 

Torpedo tube, 21 inches. 

. 500 

4t 

1 

Airplane (500-pound bomb).. . . 

. 250J 

■*§ 

.5 


* For guns 37 millimeters and larger, estimated at 23 per cent of the cube 
of the diameter in inches; for smaller guns, at 18 per cent. 

f Based on fifteen-minute requirement to reload tube with charged 
torpedo. 

} Neglects allowance for kinetic energy of bomb. 

§ Depends on size of airplane and distance from base; figured for medium 
bomber, with racks for two bombs, near home field, one-half hour required 
to land, reload, and take off. 


and superfluous. The power of any modern military ma¬ 
chine rests on explosives and fuels, and on the instru¬ 
ments and personnel which put them to effective use. 
Tacticians agree that the material power and the mobile 
power of an armed force are its chief characteristics. 
Although they sometimes speak rather loosely of the 
two qualities in combination as materiel, a distinction 
really should be made. 

The beginnings of precise measurement of these quali¬ 
ties have appeared. The number of fieldpieces per 1,000 
men, the fire power of a division, the speed of a battle¬ 
ship, are items frequently encountered. But none of 
these indexes is comparable with the other. An absolute 
measure of tactical strength must be found which will 
have the same meaning on land, on sea, and in the 
air. Only when tactical possibilities are understood can 
the combinations of generalship approach a studied 
perfection. 

The tactical problem might be attacked by at least 
three methods; the historical, the statistical, and the 
engineering. All of these methods have already yielded 
some result, with definite advances in military science 
stemming from them. For instance, naval literature has 
nothing finer than Mahan’s The Influence of Sea Power 
Upon History, 1660-1783. First published more than 
fifty years ago, it still dominates naval thought although 
it is rather dry reading for anyone born without salt 
water in his blood. Statistical methods, indispensable in 
many military calculations, would have even more 
valuable application to tactical problems if adequate 
data were available. Published records of actual cam¬ 
paigns, unfortunately, are fragmentary at best. Many 
documents relating to the first awful weeks in France in 
August, 1914, were not released at all and may now have 


disappeared forever. During hostilities, military 
information is naturally designed to conceal 
more than it reveals. Engineering methods have 
produced notable successes in the development 
of weapons and in their manufacture, but scien¬ 
tific studies of tactical and strategic problems 
through research and experiment have lagged. 

Although each of these methods will have an 
important place in the development of the sci¬ 
ence, it is proposed here to suggest only how 
engineering calculations might be extended to 
cover tactical problems in a rational way. The 
assumptions are few and almost self-evident, 
approximate data are readily available, and the 
mathematical operations make no greater de¬ 
mands on the intellect than does the mental 
arithmetic of a shopkeeper. 

The first assumption is that material power 
can be measured by the rate at which explosives 
may be delivered on a military target. A con¬ 
venient unit of measurement might be one ton 
of nitrocellulose or its equivalent per hour. That 
is a fairly large unit, recognized as equal to 
about five horsepower when expressed in terms 
of foot-pounds per second. 

Whether the explosive is fired in the gun bar¬ 
rel or in the shell makes little difference; wher¬ 
ever the explosive is discharged, it will have, 
presumably, an equivalent effect. In any gun 
the destructive work is done by the explosive — the 
projectile serving mainly as a sort of catalytic agent for 
converting the force of the explosion into disruption of 
the target. A torpedo tube may also be considered as a 
gun — the torpedo being the projectile — but in a tor¬ 
pedo tube the propellant is chiefly compressed air ob¬ 
tained by burning some fuel in a separate air-compress¬ 
ing engine. An airplane is also a kind of projectile, 
launched from a landing field by means of high-test gas 
and carrying, in bombs or other ammunition, a charge of 
explosive analogous to that in a shell fired from a gun. 

Table 1 gives rough calculations of the material, or 
destructive, powers of certain “guns” at their “muz¬ 
zles.” The figures are based on newspaper descriptions 
and other easily available sources, supplemented by a 
little guesswork, and are intended to be merely illustra¬ 
tive and suggestive. 

When weapons of different basic character are com¬ 
pared, strict parallels must be maintained. The airplane, 
taken alone, might be considered either as a gun which 
fires a projectile (bomb), or as a compound projectile 
“fired” from a “gun” in the form of an air base. To 
stretch the point one step farther, an air base and its ap¬ 
purtenant airplanes and bombs might be considered as a 
complex projectile launched from the industrial system 
of a country. Similarly, a submarine might be regarded 
as a compound projectile issuing from a naval-base 
“gun.” 

The clearest analogy for present purposes seems to 
occur when the airplane bomb and the torpedo are con¬ 
sidered as projectiles comparable to artillery shells. The 
material power, being the product of the weight of explo¬ 
sive per shot and the number of aimed shots per hour, is 
easily ascertained for guns. For air bombs and torpedoes, 
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Table '■2. Relative 


Middle-Distance ” 
Weapons 


Tactical Powers of Typical 


Material 

Mobile Power 
{Approximate 

Relative 


Power 

S' peed of Wea pon 

Tactical 


(See 

in Miles per 

Power 

Type of Weapon 

Table 1) 

Hour) 

(See Text) 

Rifleman on foot. 

.00147 

2 

.0029 

Machine gun, .30 inch (light). . . 

.0882 

40* 

8.6 

Medium tank (one .30-inch light 
machine gun, one .50-inch 
machine gun, one 75-milliineter 

gun). 

2.90 

40* 

116 

Antitank gun, 37 millimeters .... 

.6.89 

40* 

26 

Howitzer, 105 millimeters. 

7.20 

40* 

288 

Rattleship (nine 16-inch guns. 

50 caliber)!. 

127 

31.1 

3,900 

Submarine (four tubes). 

4 

6 

24 

Fighter airplane (eight guns).. . . 

.0141! 

350 

4.9 

Hombing airplane, medium. 

.50 

300 

150 


* Maximum speed of motorized equipment over suitable ground, 
t U.S.S. North Carolina , main battery only. 

J Fighter planes carry special guns firing at double the rate of light 
machine guns, but continuous gunfire is limited to eighteen seconds during 
each of two flights per hour, near base. 


the weight of the explosives is a definite quan¬ 
tity, but the number of “shots” per hour has 
had to be estimated with a large margin of pos¬ 
sible error. The question is: How fast can a 
stream of bombs (torpedoes) be fired from an 
airplane (torpedo tube)? If the airplane has 
racks for only two bombs, it must land, reload 
the racks, and take off for every two “shots.” A 
torpedo tube may be reloaded much more 
quickly with a charged spare, to the extent, of 
course, that such spares are carried. We are not 
here concerned with limitations arising from the 
supply of ammunition or with the cost or effi¬ 
ciency of exerting destructive power. 

Mobile power is not so easily defined. Ob¬ 
viously, it is the facility with which destructive 
power may be exerted at a distance. But how is 
that quality to be measured? Mobility, or ease 
of transportation, or whatever it is, is meaning¬ 
less as a thing apart. Mobility is at work in a 
Sunday drive into the country, but no military 
destruction occurs. Material power, as defined 
above, is equally abstract, for unless it is exerted 
at a distance it destroys itself rather than the 
enemy. Material and mobility must go hand in hand; 
one without the other is useless in a military sense. 
Immobile material power is only one short step from 
annihilation. 

The military contractor, called upon to deliver his 
load of destructive power at Timbuktu, has to work 
under a heavy time penalty. If he takes forever to do the 
job, the whole thing might as well be forgotten, for the 
war will be over by that time. In a tactical sense, mobile 
power is the ability to deliver at a distance in a given 
time. That is simply velocity, in any language. 

Tactical power, which combines material and mobile 
power, is the ability to get there first with the most 
men, long recognized as an aphorism of war. Tactical 
power is the product , not the sum, of material power and 
mobile power. If mobile power is miles per hour, and ma¬ 
terial power is nitrocellulose tons per hour, the product 
of the two is nitrocellulose ton-miles per hour per hour. 
The fact that such an expression is like a second deriva¬ 
tive with respect to time need not take us very far into 
differential calculus; it simply emphasizes the time in¬ 
tensity of military action. 

Table 2 shows what might be called the relative 
“middle-distance” tactical powers of representative 
weapons, reached in the way just described — by multi¬ 
plying material power by speed of movement of the 
weapon. The ratings are of relative value only, since 
there are large variations of tactical power in the field. 
For instance, being in the dark, or beyond the range of 
possible movement, or without gun crew or ammunition, 
renders tactical power temporarily zero. Also, the figures 
are continuous ratings of what is essentially an intermit¬ 
tent process. A loaded gun trained on a target has much 
greater momentary power than does one which has just 
been discharged, but when a number of guns are in¬ 
volved, the continuous rating has practical application. 

Some military authorities take the rather narrower 
view that tactics cease and strategy begins when guns 
are out of firing range; others speak of grand tactics in 


that connection. The implicit purpose of any movement 
forward, however, is to close the range. Such movement 
can begin far outside the extreme range of the piece and 
continue until the range is reduced virtually to zero. 

With the exception of the naval vessel and the fighter 
airplane, it is important that during the time a piece is 
being moved, it is incapable of firing with any appre¬ 
ciable accuracy. The table therefore tends to underrate 
the tactical powers of the ship and the plane as well as 
the importance of speed in actual warfare, especially at 
close quarters. 

Furthermore, the calculations are based on material 
power at the “muzzle,” which is a theoretical limit never 
quite realized, but which may be nonetheless a useful 
criterion of relative tactical power. Not all gunfire re¬ 
sults in hits. During World War I a ton of assorted hard¬ 
ware was required to kill a man. For the purposes of ac¬ 
tual battle we should need to reckon tactical power on 
the basis of the velocity of the projectile rather than the 
gun and to apply a statistical correction for inaccuracy 
in the shooting. 

Almost all projectiles fired from guns have the same 
muzzle velocity (about 1,900 miles per hour) and are 
much superior to airplanes (about 575 mph when dived 
from a considerable height), and to torpedoes (which are 
very slow, making only 42 mph at medium ranges). The 
latter are therefore poor bullets to use against fast-mov¬ 
ing targets. Guns have, characteristically, much the 
same variations in accuracy, which decreases, for in¬ 
stance, with the square of the target distance. 

The chances of making a full hit on any imaginary 
point are almost absurdly small. Fortunately for the 
peace of mind of artillery colonels, guns are not required 
to hit imaginary targets on the nose. Some gunners 
boast of their ability to drive rivets at 40,000 yards, but 
such claims can be written off as 99.44 per cent sheer 
nonsense. The typical scatter pattern is to be compared 
with targets of measurable, sometimes very great, 
size. (Continued on page 378) 











Aiding Aging 

As the Nation Slowly Approaches Maturation and Man Lives Long 
Enough to Have Time to Think , Geriatrics — the Treatment 
of Disease in the Aged — Attains Importance 

By Edward J. Stieglitz 


T HE age of the universe has puzzled astronomers, 
the age of the earth has long interested geologists, 
and the age of man as a species has been the con¬ 
cern of anthropologists and archaeologists for many 
years. But the aging of man as an individual has received 
scant attention, and very little, indeed, is known anent 
the basic mechanisms of aging as a biological process. A 
young world is interested in youth. Mankind, however, 
is slowly progressing toward maturation, and as culture 
advances we are commencing to realize the importance 
of the elderly. 

Though the ancient Greeks delighted in the philo¬ 
sophic discussions of their aged seers, in those days the 
old were objects of curiosity because of their rarity. In 
Rome, Cicero wrote his famed De Senectute several 
years before his death at sixty-three. He considered 
himself an old man in the fifties, and justly so, for few 
of his contemporaries survived to such ripeness. The 
average life expectancy at birth for the Roman citizen 
was about twenty-three years, according to cautious 
estimates. During the next nineteen centuries the av¬ 
erage was raised but very slowly. In 1850 data from 
New England indicate that life expectancy at birth was 
only forty years. By 1900 the average had risen to forty- 
eight years for the United States as a whole, and since 
then the rise has been dramatic. In 1930 life expectancy 
at birth had increased to about sixty years of age, and it 
is now over sixty-three for our white population. 

Looking at the changing picture of humanity from 
another angle, we see that in 1900 only 17 per cent of the 
total population of the United States were forty-five 


years old or more. In 1940, 26.5 per cent were over forty- 
five, and conservative projection results in the estimate 
that in 1980 — only forty years hence — more than 40 
per cent of our population will be over forty-five years 
of age. 

Figures from the 1940 census reveal that the median 
age of the population of this country increased from 26.4 
years in 1930 to 28.9 years in 1940. This is an increase 
of two and a half years of median age within a decade. 
The median age of the population will probably be 
forty-four years in another half century. Furthermore, 
the number of persons aged sixty-five or more has in¬ 
creased from 6,633,805 to 8,956,206. This is a rise of 35 
per cent among the elderly, as contrasted with a 7.2 per 
cent increase in the total population in the last decade. 

Such figures speak for themselves. Because of them, 
gerontology, the science of aging, is no longer merely 
academically interesting but has become an urgent 
matter in the minds of those who can see the hand¬ 
writing on the wall. The nation is aging rapidly. The 
virile, violent, but short-lived days of physical pioneer¬ 
ing are largely past. The future holds promise of pro¬ 
found change. A period of intellectual conquest may be 
dawning. Man at last lives long enough to have time to 
think. 

Geriatrics, the special field of medical practice dealing 
■with disease in aged individuals, consequently becomes 
urgently important. The two terms, gerontology and 
geriatrics, must not be confused; the aged whom geriat¬ 
rics seeks to protect are the consequences of aging 
which gerontology seeks to understand. The aged are 


Why geriatrics is 
becoming urgently 
important appears 
as we visualize the 
increasing expect¬ 
ancy of life. 
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people; aging is a process which starts with the concep¬ 
tion of a new individual and continues throughout life. 
A part of living, it thus involves both evolutional and 
involutional phenomena. Senescence may be defined as 
that part of the aging process which occurs after the 
peak of development. Though the changes of senescence 
are largely involutional, they do not represent solely de¬ 
cline. There are important compensations in certain 
functional capacities. Though long neglected, the un¬ 
utilized potentialities of the aging are worthy of serious 
consideration. 

Just as geriatrics is concerned with the treatment of 
disease, preventive geriatrics is interested in the pre¬ 
vention of disease in later life. Probably the most 
significant period from the point of view of prophylactic 
geriatrics is the two decades from forty to sixty. It is in 
this period, or even before, that the involutional proces¬ 
ses start, later to reveal themselves in the more obvious 
evidences of aging. Preventive geriatrics does not set as 
its objective the prevention of aging, for to do that would 
be to arrest life. We cannot stop growing older, but we 
can hope to modify the consequences of aging and re¬ 
tard the progression of certain factors which make for 
premature senescence. 

The present situation is wholly without precedent. 
Never before in the history of mankind has a like prob¬ 
lem presented itself; there are no marked trails to follow. 
It is our responsibility to explore as far as we are able, 
however, for great longevity without health not only is 
an individual tragedy but may develop into a social evil 
viciously destructive to national economy. Increased 
longevity of the population can become an incalculably 
valuable asset to the commonwealth, if the potentialities 
of the elderly are wisely guided. 

Urgent and unanswered problems arise in economic, 
sociologic, political, and psychiatric fields as well as in 
medicine. The direction of some of these problems is al¬ 
ready indicated. The clamor of the aged for economic 
security is heard throughout the breadth of the land. 
This clamor will become louder. Fantastic schemes are 
advocated with fanatic vigor and have already taken on 
political flavor. The problem of employment of older 
men demands serious and immediate attention, for 
logic inexorably leads to the conclusion that either the 
increasing millions of elderly people must have oppor¬ 
tunity to work and support themselves or the propor¬ 
tionately dwindling group of younger persons will have 
to support them in one way or another. 

Education, which is preparation, has not kept pace 
with these changes in the social order. Educational 
curricula are still geared to the day when life expectancy 
was fifteen or twenty years less than that of today; when 
education to prepare the boy or girl for the compet it ion of 
adult life sufficed. Neither parents nor teachers have 
taken cognizance of the necessity for preparation for old 
age. They have assumed with complacent smugness 
that the adult would learn how to grow old gracefully, 
happily, and usefully without training or aid. Unfor¬ 
tunately, very few learn this art spontaneously. The 
time has come when educators must revise their objec¬ 
tives. The accomplishments of such men as Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, William H. Welch, Thomas A. Edison, 
Goethe, Titian, and many others in the evening of their 
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lives are mere indicators of the vast storehouse of latent 
treasure in those so often sneeringly dubbed “old men.” 
The remarkable increase in life expectancy may be 
attributed largely to control of infectious diseases in 
childh ood and early adult life. This control has been 
accomplished chiefly by the public health officer and the 
pediatrician. Through the institution and maintenance 
of modern sanitation, infant mortality has been dra¬ 
matically reduced. Summer complaint among infants 
was a dreaded disorder only the older ones of us remem¬ 
ber. It passed with the disappearance of contaminated 
milk and water. Typhoid fever not so many years ago 
filled the wards of the hospitals in our major cities. 
Today sufficient cases for the teaching of medical 
students are hard to find. Cholera, plague, smallpox, 
diphtheria, and scarlet fever are under control through 
quarantine and immunization. 

Prophylactic pediatrics has contributed greatly to in¬ 
creasing life expectancy. Not only has a vast improve¬ 
ment been made in the curative therapy of childhood 
disease, but more has been done by the pediatricians 
than by any other group of physicians to advocate and 
apply individual preventive medicine. Worthy of 
emphasis is the fact that marked advances in pediatric 
knowledge followed recognition of the fundamental 
concept that the child is not merely “the little man” 
but presents nutritional, immunological, functional, 
and structural problems and characteristics peculiar to 
infancy and childhood. A similar focus of attention in 
connection with the senescent individual presents prob¬ 
lems quite different because of specific, though ill under¬ 
stood and less appreciated, structural and functional 
differences. Thus geriatrics, or the care of the aged, 
becomes dependent upon gerontology, the science of 
aging. 

The problems of aging, with which gerontology is 
concerned, are logically divisible into the three major 
categories which follow: (Continued on page 382) 




Riding Fence 

Patrolling Zones Vital to Hemisphere Defense Is But One 
of the Jobs for the Navy's Flying Fleets 

By S. Paul Johnston 


I N the days of John Paul Jones, the Navy’s* job was 
comparatively simple. Our coastal lines were short. 
Sea lanes important to us were not extensive. A 
string of wooden frigates scattered along the eastern 
seaboard sufficed to guarantee our shores and to main¬ 
tain for our commerce the freedom of the seas. 

For a hundred years our naval problem changed only 
in degree. Coast lines were lengthened considerably, and 
the scope of our seagoing commerce became world wide. 
Sail gave way to steam, wood to steel, but the strategic 
and tactical problems that faced Admiral Dewey in 1898 
were essentially the same as those of Captain Paul in 
1778. We simply built enough of the right kind of battle¬ 
ship and cruiser to keep up with requirements. 

An event took place in mid-December of 1903, how¬ 
ever, that changed all that simplicity, created new 
problems. Man learned to fly. Very soon he had learned 
to fly so well and so far that fortresses ashore and fleets 
at sea were no longer barriers to the coming and going 
of an enemy. In less than forty years after the invention 
of the airplane, fleets of heavy bombers and swift fighters 

* All opinions expressed in this article are those of the author 
and in no way reflect the attitude of any government service 
or agency. 


were in existence and could range for thousands of miles, 
some with tons of bombs on board. Theaters of war were 
no longer restricted to predetermined areas at sea and on 
land. Nations discovered the futility of Maginot lines. 
The theory that the nation which ruled the seas ruled the 
world became suspect. England found that the channel 
was no longer a fence, and that the Royal Navy was no 
great protection against an invader from the skies. 

We too are learning our lesson. Fortunately, we are 
learning it by example and not from bitter experience. 
We know now that we cannot expect to defend ourselves 
by erecting fences along our seacoasts. If an enemy 
comes even within sight of our shores, we are already too 
late; our first lines of defense have been broken — 
we have been invaded. By that time hostile aircraft 
launched from carriers at sea or from bases on the 
American continents could be pounding at the hearts of 
our industrial areas. Our real frontiers lie many miles 
offshore. To see that they stay there is the Navy’s job. 

The airplane has not only forced extension of our lines 
of defense; the airplane has also made easier our main¬ 
tenance of these lines. Vast stretches of ocean can be 
patrolled from bases strategically located on the fringes 
of our vital areas. Enemy movements can be scouted out 
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long before they develop, and enemy fleets attempting 
to penetrate our defense lines can be greeted by con¬ 
centrations of bombers. Aviation has become a necessary 
and an integral part of our Navy. Fleets that fly have 
changed the entire defensive strategy of the United 
States. 

Battle fleets afloat or aloft cannot be self-sustaining 
for indefinite periods. Battleships and cruisers may stay 
at sea for weeks or months, but sooner or later they must 
put in at shore bases for fuel, for ammunition, and for 
supplies. Aircraft require attention at much shorter 
intervals — a matter of hours or of a few days at most. 
Hence bases at points such as Unalaska, Hawaii, Guam, 
British Guiana, Bermuda, and Newfoundland are im¬ 
portant. Until recently many of these points were not 
available for our use. There were gaps in our fence lines, 
particularly in the Caribbean area. Our recent agree¬ 
ments with Great Britain, however, have opened up to 
us the bases that we need to permit long-range naval 
aircraft to keep our fences in order. 

Much loose talk has been going on about the range of 
operation of modern aircraft. It is true that large bomb¬ 
ers and huge flying boats are being designed and built 
to operate nonstop, with military loads, for six or seven 
thousand miles; but for a long time to come these craft 
will be the exception rather than the rule in anybody’s 
air force. Effective radii of action for air attack and 
defense are much shorter than those six or seven thou¬ 
sand miles; they average around fifteen hundred miles. 
Our naval patrol squadrons are now supplied with large 
numbers of aircraft that can easily fly nonstop well over 
three or four thousand miles. Their effective radius of 
action is, however, somewhat less than half their extreme 
range. If patrol aircraft are to perform useful missions, 
they must be able to do a considerable amount of cruis¬ 
ing far out at sea and must also have enough reserve fuel 


so that there will not be any question about getting back 
to base. When we take such factors into account, an arbi¬ 
trary limit of 1,500 miles seems reasonable for a practical 
operating range for modern flying fleets. The accom¬ 
panying map has been drawn on this basis. It shows the 
fence lines some fifteen hundred miles offshore which 
must be patrolled by our naval aviation. 

Weakest link in the chain lies to the south and east of 
the Caribbean, beyond the area that can be covered 
from Trinidad or British Guiana, where South America 
and Africa are less than 2,000 miles apart. For several 
years a number of European countries have been flying 
mail and freight on regular schedule between Dakar in 
French West Africa and Natal in Brazil. Hundreds of 
flights have been made across the South Atlantic in all 
kinds of weather. In that area plenty of experience has 
been accumulated which might easily be turned to 
military account. In order to protect ourselves at that 
point, and primarily to prevent any European power’s 
securing a foothold in the northeastern tip of South 
America, the establishment of another base farther east 
seems necessary, either at Para or at Natal itself. From 
such a point our shore-based aircraft could sweep the 
entire Atlantic Narrows without difficulty. 

The map explains why the Navy has gone in for big, 
seaworthy, long-range flying boats. Our current and 
projected designs are the most efficient in the world. 
Planes like the two-engined Consolidated PBY’s and the 
Martin PBM’s will shortly be supplemented by larger 
four-engined Vought-Sikorsky, Martin, and Consoli¬ 
dated airplanes — battleships of the air, easily capable 
of patrolling fences thousands of miles offshore in any 
weather, carrying guns enough for their own protection, 
and packing in their bomb bays missiles large enough 
to sink battleships. A few such planes are now in serv¬ 
ice; hundreds more on order. (Continued on page 390) 
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Industrial Mathematics 

In Many Ways the Mathematician Can Be of Direct Service 
to Industry; Qualified Men Are Needed 

By T. C. Fry 


4 N unfortunate phenomenon that must be dealt with 
in aircraft design is a type of violent vibration 
which may be set up in the wings of a plane if it 
is flown too fast. This’“flutter,” as the vibration is 
called, is highly dangerous since it may cause loss of 
control or structural failure. The designer’s problem is 
to be sure that the speed at which flutter would occur is 
higher than any speed at which the craft would ever be 
flown. Experimental investigation in wind tunnels is 
difficult, and flight testing is very dangerous. But in 
this situation, as in many others, mathematics fills the 
breach in the research and development work of indus¬ 
try when experiments are virtually impossible: Mathe¬ 
matical studies not only predict the critical speeds and 
frequencies of flutter for aircraft still in the design stage 
but also point to modifications of design which will 
insure against the occurrence of flutter in the usable 
speed range. 

Mathematics also can sometimes make unnecessary 
large amounts of experimental testing, thus enabling 
time and money to be saved, as in the extrapolation of 
test data from one set of dimensions to a widely different 
set. The characteristics of full-size airplanes are deter¬ 
mined from the characteristics found in wind tunnel 
measurements on small-scale models. The petroleum 
industry uses mathematics to determine the best of 
several possible ways of producing oil from a given 
field. The oil-gas mixture below the ground flows under 
pressure through porous mediums, and the industry’s 
problem is to determine the most economical way to 
recover the mixture. 

By explaining why experimental observations don’t 
fit a preconceived theory, mathematics sometimes aids 
in perfecting a theory for further use. The classic illus¬ 
tration is, of course, the planet Neptune, discovery of 
which resulted from the inconsistency of the motion of 
Uranus with the motion called for by the Newtonian 
theory of gravitation. Another illustration may be cited 
from the aircraft industry: The behavior of airplanes 
with “power on” did not check closely enough with the 
stability predictions which had been made without con¬ 
sideration of the effects of the application of power. A 
purely mathematical analysis of the longitudinal mo¬ 
tion of an airplane was carried out, involving the solu¬ 
tion of three simultaneous linear first-degree differential 
equations. The results led to the development of equa¬ 
tions for dynamic longitudinal stability with power on, 
which permitted more accurate predictions of the 
stability characteristics of given designs. 

Communication engineering also offers an illustra¬ 
tion: Theoretical studies had established the fact that 


vacuum tubes would spontaneously generate noise be¬ 
cause of the discrete character of the electrons of which 
space current is composed. The theory predicted how 
loud the noise would be in any particular type of vacu¬ 
um tube, a most significant result since it established a 
limit to the weakness of signals which could be amplified 
by such a tube. The predictions of the theory were sup¬ 
ported by experimental data as long as the tubes were 
operating without appreciable space - charge. But when 
space charge was present, the noise level fell far below 
the predicted minimum. Although the missing factor in 
the theory was immediately obvious, an understanding 
of the mechanism by which the reduction was effected 
and the incorporation of the knowledge into the theory 
in a workable form required an extensive and difficult 
mathematical attack. 

Mathematical techniques provide a basis and method 
for interpreting experimental data in terms of a pre¬ 
conceived theory of physics so as to draw deductions 
regarding things which cannot be observed conven¬ 
iently, if at all. Among many possible industrial ex¬ 
amples are methods of locating faults on long-distance 
telephone lines; and the determination of the depth and 
tilt of underground layers and thus of the most favorable 
position for an oil well. 

Mathematics is also frequently used in devising so- 
called crucial experiments to enable a decision to be 
made between rival theories. It indicated the astronomi¬ 
cal observations which would decide between the older 
theory of mechanics and the most modern of relativity, 
and predicted the confirmation of the latter. Sometimes 
mathematics serves in a negative way to forestall ex¬ 
perimental search for the impossible. In industry many 
desirable objectives are as unattainable as perpetual- 
motion machines; frequently the only way to recognize 
the fact is by means of a mathematical argument. Sev¬ 
eral illustrations are offered in the arts of electrical 
communication where, despite the rapidly accumulating 
list of accomplishments, there are still things which it is 
absurd to try to do. 

For industry, mathematics also plays its part by re¬ 
ducing complicated theoretical results and intricate 
methods of calculation to convenient working forms. 
Illustrations can be cited from the technical problems 
involved in the design of rotating machinery, in which 
the parts must be dynamically balanced; from the de¬ 
sign of aircraft, in which the usual structural theories 
cannot be applied directly to the calculation of the 
metal skin and of the re-enforcing stiffeners; and from 
the complicated circuits of wire telephony and radio¬ 
telephony. Mathematicians have built machines which 
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perform complex mathematical operations to deliver to 
designers conclusions in easily understandable form. 
The machines are mechanical methods for saving mathe¬ 
matical labor; but they are more than that, for they 
all rest upon a foundation of mathematical theory. They 
are, in fact, examples of the use of mathematics to avoid 
the use of mathematics. 

In addition to such applications of mathematics to 
the problems of technical industries, there is another 
whole field in the application of the mathematical 
theories of statistics. Statisticians, from the standpoint 


laying out the routine for the inspection of a manu¬ 
factured product. He can tell how to use the day-to-day 
results of inspection to detect any incipient degradation 
which might otherwise have escaped notice in the man¬ 
ufacturing process. And because he can do these things, 
he can assist the manufacturer or the purchaser in writ¬ 
ing “rational” specifications which will insure that the 
purchased raw material or the finished product shall 
have the desired qualities. 

Although mathematical techniques of one or another 
of the types which have been mentioned are used in 


of mathematics, are those 
who are using or develop¬ 
ing such mathematical the¬ 
ories. Not included is the 
much larger number of 
persons who collect, chart, 
and scrutinize factual data 
concerning the economic 
problems of insurance and 
finance, economic forecast¬ 
ing, and market surveys. 

The mathematical stat¬ 
istician can assist industry 
by showing how to study 
experimental data in order 
to determine whether ob¬ 
served variations are acci¬ 
dental or significant. For 
example, in the geochemi¬ 
cal method of prospecting 
for oil, samples of surface 
soil are taken and analyzed 
for their proportions of 
hydrocarbons and waxes. 
The normal samples, of 



practically all of the re¬ 
search and developmental 
activities of technical in¬ 
dustry, the men who use 
the techniques would not 
normally be called “mathe¬ 
maticians.” Few have come 
from the mathematical de¬ 
partments of universities. 
In fact, most of the mathe¬ 
maticians in industry were 
originally trained as physi¬ 
cists or as electrical or 
mechanical engineers, grav¬ 
itating into their present 
work because of a strong 
interest and an inherent 
ability in mathematics. En¬ 
gineers, physicists, and 
chemists are, of course, 
thoroughly trained in many 
of the mathematical meth¬ 
ods here discussed. In their 
technical college courses, 
such students are con¬ 
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Because the statistician can tell what variations 
among samples are significant, he can and should be 
called as a consultant when experiments are being 
planned to obtain sampling data. For example, surgical 
sutures — twisted strands of sheep intestine slit length¬ 
wise — cannot be tested without being destroyed. After 
a surgical operation, such sutures are digested by the 
human body and disappear as healing proceeds. The 
final test of a manufactured lot must be made by sam¬ 
pling and testing some of the lot. The appraisal of the 
quality of the remainder of the lot rests, then, upon 
probability; its laws and their interpretation are the 
peculiar function of the statistician. For similar reasons 
the statistician can be of value in a manufacturing 
company at each stage of the process. He can assist in 
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An industrial application of mathematics 
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tend to add courses in those higher branches for the 
training of engineers and scientists. As scientists, then, 
these men are university trained; as practicing mathe¬ 
maticians they are self-educated. Their training has not 
been ideal, but at present America has no school where 
the proper training can be acquired. 

Today America leads the world in pure mathematics 
and perhaps also in that branch of mathematics known 
as modern physics. We have strong centers of actuarial 
and statistical training. In the field of applied mathe¬ 
matics, however, we stand no farther forward than we 
did at the end of the last century and far behind most 
European countries. A quarter of a century ago suitable 
teachers would have been difficult to find. But today 
a number of European scholars (Continued on page 393 ) 
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Stimulating Program of Varied Interest 
Is Planned for Returning Alumni 

ALTHOUGH Alumni Day was established only 
seven years ago, it already has the unmistakable 
flavor of a custom rich in the ingredients that 
build traditions. This year, faced by the uncertainties 
and dangers of a world emergency, Alumni Day offers 
Technology men an opportunity for expressing that 
unity of professional purpose and clearness of vision 
which form the basis of all technological progress. 

At no hour in its history has the country been more 
dependent upon its scientists and engineers for the very 
substance of national security. No small part of the di¬ 
rection of force essential for orderly progress comes from 
the maintenance of a balanced pattern of life which pro¬ 
vides for a change of pace, the interchange of ideas, and 
the satisfactions of renewing old friendships. Hence the 
value of taking time out in these tense days to return to 
Technology for Alumni Day. 

The symposia, which have been the most important 
events of Alumni Day programs from the very first, have 
without exception focused attention on subjects of great 
current importance and wide interest. The significance 
of last year’s conference on “Channels of World News 
and Opinion” has been fully revealed in the passing 
months of world crises. This year, when the health of 
the nation is a matter of paramount concern for national 
defense and all the resources of modern medical science 
are being mobilized for the preservation of life, a dis¬ 
cussion, by leaders in their fields, on “Science and Engi¬ 
neering as Allies of Medicine ” suggests a conference of 
extraordinary current significance. 

Plans for Alumni Day, which are announced in detail 
on pages 334 and 335, reveal a program in which appro¬ 
priate events will include a tribute to the memory of 
Richard C. Maclaurin, President of Technology from 
1909 to 1920, and a review of the Institute’s progress in 
the twenty-five years since M.I.T. crossed the Charles 
to the buildings in Cambridge. Under President Mac- 
laurin’s leadership the new Technology, enriched by the 
magnificent gift from George Eastman, was built. Dr. 
Maclaurin’s contributions to its advancement will be 
given permanent recognition in the dedication of a 
memorial inscription in the lobby of the main building. 

The distinguished speakers at this year’s conference 
will be Dr. Frank H. Lahey, Director of The Lahey 
Clinic in Boston and President-elect of the American 
Medical Association; George R. Harrison, Professor of 
Physics and Director of the Institute’s Research Labo¬ 
ratory of Experimental Physics; and Detlev W. Bronk 
of the medical college of Cornell University, who is 


internationally recognized as an authority on medical 
physics. Presiding will be Samuel C. Prescott, ’94, the 
Institute’s Dean of Science and Head of the Department 
of Biology and Public Health. 

Supplementing the conference will be a comprehen¬ 
sive exhibition presenting working models of apparatus 
developed by scientists and engineers for the diagnosis 
and cure of disease and for medical research. Covering 
a broad range, the exhibits will include electrical appara¬ 
tus used in recording and analyzing brain waves; elec¬ 
trocardiography, which is employed for studying heart 
action; ultraviolet-light equipment relating to bac¬ 
tericidal and vitamin-producing effects; radio-active 
indicators, a promising tool of medical research; and 
apparatus for measuring vitamin content and studying 
specimens of highly concentrated foods. Also displayed 
will be exhibits of spectrographic equipment used in 
medical research, high-voltage x-ray generators, cyclo¬ 
trons and high-voltage machines, and polarized light. 

In the afternoon, following the pleasant luncheon in 
Du Pont Court, Alumni will participate in the Class 
Day exercises of this year’s Senior Class. Members of 
the fifty- and twenty-five-year classes of 1891 and 1916 
will contribute to the program. The special ceremonies 
at which the memorial to President Maclaurin will be 
dedicated are to be held at four o’clock and will be fol¬ 
lowed by the unveiling of a portrait of President Comp¬ 
ton in the Rogers Building. 

The annual “Stein-on-the-Table” dinner will be held 
at the Hotel Statler, where, in the principal address of 
the program, Dr. Compton will report on current ac¬ 
tivities of the Institute. 

The energetic and resourceful committee in charge of 
the entertainment of ladies has provided a program of 
interesting variety. From nine to ten on the morning of 
Alumni Day, coffee will be served in the Emma Rogers 
Room, and the ladies, of course, are invited to the 
symposium, which begins at 10:00 a.m. Then will come 
the luncheon in Du Pont Court and the Class Day exer¬ 
cises followed by ceremonies to dedicate the memorial 
to President Maclaurin and the unveiling of the portrait 
of Dr. Compton in the lobby of the Rogers Building. 
From four to five-thirty o’clock Mrs. Compton will hold 
open house at her home on Charles River Road, from 
which the ladies will proceed to a dinner at the Brae 
Burn Country Club. Later they will join Alumni at the 
Hotel Statler 1'or the program following the banquet. 
There will also be opportunities for sight-seeing trips in 
Cambridge and Boston and motorboat trips on the 
Charles River I." - sin. 

Richard Whiting, ’26, is chairman of the Alumni Day 
committee responsible for the work that has gone into 
preparing this rounded program. The executive com- 
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Class Reunions Summarized 

Regular five-year reunions are to be held this spring by 
classes of -1 and -6 years, as follows: 

1891 — New Ocean House, Swampscott, Mass. June 6 
to 8 

1896 — East Bay Lodge, Osterville, Mass. June 5 to 8 
1901 — New Ocean House, Swampscott, Mass. June 7 
and 8 

1906 — Eastern Yacht Club, Marblehead, Mass. June 
6 to 8 

1911 — Mayflower Hotel (Manomet Point), Plymouth, 
Mass. June 6 to 9. Ladies included 
1916 — Oyster Harbors Club, Osterville, Mass. June 7 
and 8 

1921 — The Griswold, Eastern Point, New London, 

Conn. June 6 to 8. — Yachts may come di¬ 
rectly to the Griswold. — Airplane landing 
field two miles distant 

1926 — Boxwood Manor, Old Lyme, Conn. Arrive 
morning of June 7 and depart afternoon of 
June 8 

1931 — Riversea Inn, Old Saybrook, Conn. June 7 and 8 
1936 — Cliff Hotel, Scituate, Mass. June 7 and 8 
Other classes holding meetings during the June festivi¬ 
ties are these: 

1888 — Thirteenth Webster Class Dinner, 307 Ham¬ 
mond Street, Chestnut Hill, Mass. June 8, 
5:30 p.m. 

1904 — Boxwood Manor, Old Lyme, Conn. June 27 to 
29 

1914 — Plan to hold just a predinner meeting at the 

Hotel Statler on the afternoon of Alumni 
Day 

1915 — Predinner meeting at the Hotel Statler, Mon¬ 

day, June 9, from four to seven 

1922 — Headquarters at Hotel Kenmore, June 8 and 9. 

Come for informal Sunday get-together 


mittee under his direction includes: Charles E. Locke, 
’96, Raymond H. Blanchard, T7, John D. Mitsch, ’20, 
Edward R. Schwarz, ’23, Kenneth C. Reynolds, ’25, 
James R. Killian, Jr., ’26, Ralph T. Jope, ’28, John G. 
Trump, ’33, Donald P. Severance, ’38, Horace S. Ford, 
and Mrs. Leicester F. Hamilton. 

Subcommittees are as follows: Class Day: John D. 
Mitsch, ’20, chairman, Henry A. Fiske, ’91, James A. 
Burbank, ’16, and Eugene Mirabelli, T9. Dinner: Ray¬ 
mond H. Blanchard, ’17, chairman, Arthur L. Shaw, ’09, 
Warren E. Glancy, ’13, Josiah D. Crosby, ’21, Delbert 
W. Kendall, ’24, and Herbert R. Stewart, '24. Exhibits: 
John G. Trump, ’33, chairman, J. Warren Horton, T4, 
Robert S. Harris, ’28, Albert M. Grass, ’34, Francis J. 
Safford, ’34, Robert W. Cloud, ’37, Dr. Richard Dresser, 
Robley D. Evans, Isidor Fankuchen, George R. Harri¬ 
son, George G. Harvey, Dr. James R. Lingley, M. Stan¬ 
ley Livingston, John R. Loofbourow, Arthur Roberts, 
Robert J. Van de Graaff and Arthur C. Watson. Ladies' 
events: Mrs. Leicester F. Hamilton, chairman, Mrs. 
Howard R. Bartlett, Mrs. Arthur A. Blanchard, Mrs. 
Raymond H. Blanchard, Mrs. Karl T. Compton, Mrs. 
Horace S. Ford, Mrs. Carle R. Hayward, Mrs. Ralph T. 
Jope, Mrs. Henry B. Shepard, Mrs. Stephen G. Simp¬ 
son, Mrs. Richard Whiting, and Mrs. Henry E. Worces¬ 
ter. Luncheon: Kenneth C. Reynolds, ’25, chairman, 
James Holt, T9, Bernard E. Proctor, ’23, Herbert L. 
Beckwith, ’26, and Howard R. Staley, ’35. Publicity and 
promotion: Ralph T. Jope, ’28, chairman, Henry B. 
Kane, ’24, James Donovan, ’28, John J. Rowlands, 
and Frederick G. Fassett, Jr. Registration: Donald P. 
Severance, ’38, chairman, Joseph C. MacKinnon, T3, 


At the quarter-cen¬ 
tury mark the Great 
Dome of the Insti¬ 
tute, as infrared 
depicts it, awaits 
the throngs of 
Alumni Day. 



Louis Rosenblum ' 
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Robert M. Kimball, ’33, and Wolcott A. Hokanson. 
Symposium: Edward R. Schwarz, ’23, chairman. Ways 
and means: Horace S. Ford, chairman, Albert V. Smith, 
’20, and Delbert L. Rhind. Twenty-jive years in Cam¬ 
bridge: James R. Killian, Jr., ’26, chairman, Alt' K. Berle, 
’27. Alumni Day stein: designed by Henry B. Kane, ’24. 

Commencement Broadcast 

T HE commencement address of Robert E. Wilson, 
T6, at the Institute’s seventy-fourth graduation 
exercises in Symphony Hall, Boston, in addition to being 
broadcast by Station WMEX, will be shortwaved to 
the world through Station WRUL of the World Wide 
Broadcasting Foundation from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 
noon, eastern daylight-saving time, on June 10. 

For listeners in the United States and Canada, the 
WRUL broadcast will be heard best on the 11.79 mega¬ 
cycle band. Europe and Australia will hear the address 
on the 17.75 megacycle wave band. The broadcast will 
include the opening of the graduation ceremonies and 
the introduction of Dr. Wilson by President Compton. 

New Laboratory 

C ONSTRUCTION of a large laboratory which will 
be occupied by the Department of Chemical Engi¬ 
neering has been started at the Institute, and the build¬ 
ing is expected to be ready for use in November. In 
announcing plans for the new structure, President Comp¬ 
ton said that expansion of facilities for Chemical Engi¬ 
neering, now the largest Department in the Institute, 
has long been an urgent need. The Executive Commit¬ 
tee of the Institute authorized construction of the new 
laboratory at this time because of increasing opportuni¬ 
ties for the Institute to use its facilities for research and 
for training programs related to national defense. 

“The full potentialities of the Chemical Engineering 
Department for technical training and research,” said 
Dr. Compton, “have been retarded by a lack of more 
adequate laboratories and more convenient grouping of 


its various activities. This condition has been pointed 
out year after year by the Departmental Visiting Com¬ 
mittees of men distinguished in the chemical and oil in¬ 
dustries who have studied the operations and needs of 
the Department. It was the recognition of this long-felt 
want in the regular educational program of the Institute, 
combined with the fact that such facilities, if available, 
could be immediately used for the national welfare dur¬ 
ing this emergency which induced the Executive Com¬ 
mittee of the Institute to authorize construction of the 
laboratory at once.” 

The new laboratory will be located behind and adja¬ 
cent to the main educational building, east of the central 
dome. The building, covering a plot 200 feet long and 
125 feet wide, will be a two-story structure, permitting 
the introduction of large areas of skylight for effective 
natural lighting. It will have an exterior finish of buff 
face-brick to harmonize with the surrounding buildings. 

The new chemical engineering building will have a 
floor area of more than 50,000 square feet and is to be 
connected to the main buildings by a covered passage¬ 
way. The central portion of the basement floor will be 
devoted to two laboratories two stories in height to per¬ 
mit ample room for large-scale apparatus to be used in 
chemical engineering instruction and research and in 
fuel studies. On the same floor will be three industrial 
chemistry laboratories, storerooms, shops, and service 
areas. Around the outside of the first floor are to be 
thirty offices and thesis rooms as well as four class and 
conference rooms. In addition, two large industrial 
chemistry laboratories will be located on this floor, the 
central section of which is to be occupied by the upper 
section of the unit operations and fuel laboratories. 

Plans for the building were prepared by the archi¬ 
tectural firm of Coolidge and Carlson [Harry J. Carlson, 
’92], and the contract for the foundation has been 
awarded to McCreery and Theriault [George W. 
McCreery, ’19]. The building will cost $500,000. 

Walter G. Whitman, T7, is head of the Department 
of Chemical Engineering, which now has an enrollment 
of more than four hundred graduate and undergraduate 
students. The Institute, it will be re¬ 
called, pioneered in introducing 
chemical engineering education by 
establishing the first course in 1888, 
and its graduates in chemical engi¬ 
neering, which is concerned with the 
development and application of 
manufacturing processes in which 
chemical as well as physical changes 
of materials are involved, have 
played a notable part in the develop¬ 
ment of American industry. The De¬ 
partment operates the School of 
Chemical Engineering Practice, es¬ 
tablished under a special gift from 


"Headwallby A. William Welch, ’ 41, 
XIII, was adjudged "best in show ” at the re¬ 
cent second annual salon of the M.I.T. Cam¬ 
era Club. More than a third again as many 
entries were attracted this year. Mr. W’elch is 
from Grand Rapids, Mich., and has been a 
memlter of the club since its inception. 
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George Eastman. In this School, which is the engineer¬ 
ing equivalent of a hospital providing internship for 
students in medicine, graduate engineers in chemical 
engineering apply their training in various phases of in¬ 
dustrial practice in large plants in New York, New 
Jersey, and Maine. The special teaching methods de¬ 
veloped in chemical engineering at the Institute have 
been generally accepted as the bases for professional 
instruction in other schools. Readiness to try new 
methods has been a hallmark of the Department’s at¬ 
tack on both teaching and research. 


Robert E. Rogers, 1888—1941 

G ENERALLY regarded,” in Fortune's phrase, “as 
the most powerful leaven in the Institute’s loaf,” 
Robert E. Rogers, Professor of English and, for more 
than a quarter-century, guide, philosopher, and friend 
to Technology men, died on May 13. He had been ac¬ 
tively teaching in the traditional Rogers way until the 
opening of the spring term of this year, when impaired 
health necessitated his taking leave of absence. His 
death takes from undergraduate Technology one of its 
most forceful and best-loved teachers and from alumni 
Technology a figure remembered by hundreds on hun¬ 
dreds of graduates for wit, for sound teaching, for in¬ 
sistence upon the imponderable values of life. 

Chairman and speaker at innumerable student meet¬ 
ings and as many alumni gatherings, Professor Rogers 
carried his work for and interest in Technology men far 
beyond the classroom and the lecture hall. The All- 
Tech smoker at which the freshman began to under¬ 
stand what the Institute intends, and the senior dinner 
at which the soon-to-be Alumnus looked back and knew 
at last what the Institute meant and means — at these 
meetings particularly Bob Rogers struck blows in the 
right direction. A sensitive and appreciative student of 
language and literature, he brought to such occasions, as 
to his class teaching and his notable group lectures to 
freshmen and sophomores, the vigor of an alert and well- 
stored mind, with the urbanity and the comradeliness 
of a nature well meriting the distinction of Dr. John¬ 
son’s highest compliment — he was eminently a club¬ 
bable man. 

Of the many ways in which Professor Rogers placed 
his varied abilities at the service of the Institute, few 
meant more to Alumni than his assumption, for the 
years from 1917 to 1922, of the editorship of The Re¬ 
view. The first non-Alumnus to hold the post, he took 
the responsibility when Isaac W. Litchfield, ’85, was 
called to government service as America entered the 
World War. Under Professor Rogers’ blue pencil the 
pages of the magazine had a vitality and a sparkle that 
marked his incumbency as one of the high points in its 
history, and they bore as well many paragraphs evidenc¬ 
ing both his deep understanding of the purposes of the 
Institute and his high conception of its being. From all 
the wealth of this writing, however, The Review now 
elects not to draw; rather, it remembers its editor of the 
war years in these concluding lines of the moving poem 
from his pen in the issue for January, 1920, in memory 
of the Institute’s great President Richard Cockburn 
Maclaurin: 


Robert E. Rogers 


Gerlach 


Tomorrow morning 

The young men will go busily across the place where he 
lay shrouded in violets 

Young men with eager voices upon their business. 

Bid there will be a great sunshine on the snow, 

A great sunshine through the long windows. 

And on the pavement a few sprays of bloom. 

Dropped and scattered violets. 

And in the high places ... a spirit . . . 

That will not die. 

For lo, the winter is past 
And the day-spring cometh! 


Born at Haddonfield, N. J., on April 12, 1888, the son 
of Charles Merrill and Mary Ellen (Pickup) Rogers, 
Robert E. Rogers prepared for college at Cambridge 
Latin School. He was graduated from Harvard in 1909 
with the degrees of bachelor and master of arts. During 
the next year he was instructor in English at Williams 
College, after which he was in the theatrical business 
with the Maude Adams Company for a year. In 1911 
and 1912 he was a member of the editorial staff of the 
Brooklyn Eagle. Coming to the Department of English 
in the Institute as instructor in 1913, he was promoted 
to assistant professor in 1917, to associate professor in 
1923, and to professor in 1934. For some twenty years 
he had been a lecturer in the Massachusetts University 
Extension courses. Editor of The Review between 1917 
and 1922, he held a similar post on Creative Reading 
between 1927 and 1931. From 1930 to 1938, he wrote 
a daily column for the Boston evening American. 

His writings included a play, Behind a Watteau Pic¬ 
ture, 1918; an anthology. The Voice of Science in 19th 
Century Literature, 1920; The Fine Art of Reading, 1929; 
and How to Be Interesting, 1931. He was a member of Phi 
Beta Kappa. In 1918 Professor Rogers was married to 
Marie Baer; they have a daughter, Marie Desiree Baer. 
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Huntington Portrait 

A PORTRAIT of Ralph Huntington, for whom Hunt- 
. ington Hall in the old Rogers Building in Boston 
was named, has been presented to the Institute by his 
grandniece, Mrs. John L. Batchelder, and now hangs at 
the entrance of the Institute’s largest lecture hall, to 
which his name was transferred when the old Rogers 
Building was demolished. 

Ralph Huntington was one of the Institute’s early 
benefactors, and the generous bequest of $80,000 which 
came to Technology upon his death in 1866 was 
prompted by his active interest in advancing the influ¬ 
ence of the Institute while he was a member of its Cor¬ 
poration from 1862 until his death. A successful mer¬ 
chant and banker, Ralph Huntington also had the vision 
of an engineer, and it was he who advocated filling in the 
Back Bay tidal basin. Thus, a project which was once 
ridiculed as “Huntington’s Folly” created a new section 
of Boston of enormous value to the city. Huntington 
Avenue, named for Mr. Huntington, was laid out in 
1864 and became one of the important thoroughfares 
across the newly created land of Back Bay. 

The significance of old Huntington Hall extended far 
beyond its use as a place of assembly for the early stu¬ 
dents of the Institute. As the scene of innumerable pub¬ 
lic gatherings, it became one of the country’s great 
intellectual centers where statesmen and famous clergy¬ 
men, scientists, great writers, and leading thinkers of 
the day came to speak. Here it was that for so many 
years the distinguished Lowell Institute Lectures were 
given, and it was in Huntington Hall that the great 
Phillips Brooks preached when fire destroyed his church. 

The Huntington portrait, though unsigned, suggests 
the fine work of Chester Harding, celebrated portrait 
painter of his day. Comparison with other portraits by 
Harding reveals a striking similarity in technique. 

Mrs. Batchelder’s interest in the Institute is not lim¬ 
ited to the association of her distinguished granduncle 
with Technology, for her husband is a prominent mem¬ 
ber of the Class of 1890, and he shared her pleasure in 
presenting the Huntington portrait to Technology. 

Active Alumnae 

CURRENT exhibition of the work of members of 
the M.I.T. Women’s Association, displayed in the 
Emma Rogers Room at the Institute, presents con¬ 
vincing evidence of important accomplishments over a 
wide range of professional fields. 

The exhibits include specimens of textiles woven by 
Myra L. Davis, ’03, of Boston; a research project on 
the preservation of color in flowers by drying them 
in borax, the work of Frances Ropes Williams, ’04, 
Winchester, Mass.; a group of professional papers by 
Mildred Allen, ’22, associate professor of physics at 
Mount Holyoke; Frances H. Clark, ’22, metallurgist 
in the laboratories of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, New York; Margaret E. Maltby, ’91, for¬ 
mer head of the department of physics at Barnard 
College; Dorothy W. Weeks, ’23, professor and head of 
the department of physics at Wilson College; and 
Edith Clarke, ’19, of the laboratories of the General 
Electric Company in Schenectady, N. Y. 



£ 
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The Ralph Huntington Portrait 

Patents for an oxygen-absorbing solution are exhib¬ 
ited by Dorothy Quiggle, ’26, associate professor of 
chemical engineering at Pennsylvania State College, 
and the notable work of Alice Ballard Crosby, ’79, is 
given recognition in a certificate of appreciation for her 
services to the New England Hospital for Women and 
Children, Boston. Philomena R. Caputo, ’23, of the 
department of public welfare, Boston, exhibits statis¬ 
tical material, while Dr. Alice G. Bryant, ’86, physician 
attached to the Deaconess Hospital, Boston, has a 
most interesting exhibit of special surgical instruments 
she has developed in her long medical career. Architects 
who are represented by photographs of their works are 
Lois L. Howe, ’90, Eleanor Manning O’Connor, ’06, 
and Marjorie Pierce, ’22, who is president of the M.I.T. 
Women’s Association. Architectural models are ex¬ 
hibited by Helen Baxter Perrin, ’24. She and her hus¬ 
band, Hugh Perrin, ’24, form the architectural model 
firm of Perrin and Perrin. Ruth Andrews Dean, ’29, has 
an interesting exhibit of pottery, and numerous other 
exhibits include books by alumnae in the fields of 
health, genealogy, and philosophy. 

Elected 

FFICERS of the Alumni Association elected for the 
year to come were announced at the 220th meeting 
of the Alumni Council on the last Monday in April. 
B. Edwin Hutchinson, ’09, will head the Association as 
president; Harold Bugbee, ’20, will serve as vice-presi¬ 
dent for two years; C. Yardley Chittick, ’22, and 
Herbert S. Cleverdon, TO, as members of the Executive 
Committee for two years; E. Pennell Brooks, T7, 
George J. Mead, ’16, and Robert E. Wilson, T6, as term 
members of the Corporation for five years. Charles A. 
Smith, ’99, was announced as (Continued on page 396) 
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OIL AND THE AXIS 

( Continued, from page 370) 

Shipments shrank thus probably because of the 
longer average haul (it is about 1,800 miles to western 
Germany), because of the unusually severe winter, and 
because of transportation difficulties including a mys¬ 
terious shortage of barges. That shortage in all likeli¬ 
hood had much to do with the penetration of Rumania 
last summer and its seizure last fall. Even seizure did 
not solve all transportation problems, and the best evi¬ 
dence indicates that total exports to Germany and 
Italy averaged slightly under 30,000 barrels a day for 
the year 1940. I believe this lack of outlet, rather than 
the earthquake, to be the principal reason for the cur¬ 
tailment of Rumanian output during the last quarter of 
last year. The difficulties of moving adequate oil sup¬ 
plies to Germany’s mechanized forces in western Europe 
may well have been a factor in Hitler’s decision to trans¬ 
fer a substantial part of these forces to Rumania, where 
they can operate with oil supplies close behind them — 
a sort of version of Mohammed and the mountain. 

On the whole, if the Axis is able to import an average 
total of 50,000 barrels a day from Rumania into Ger¬ 
many and Italy during 1941, it will have done an excel¬ 
lent job. From England’s point of view, attacks on com¬ 
munications from Rumania, rather than on Rumanian 
oil wells and refineries, would probably be the most 
productive of prompt and valuable results. 


(4) Imports from Russia. Russian oil supplies to Ger¬ 
many have been widely advertised, but either Russia’s 
inability to spare any oil or the difficult transportation 
problems involved have kept German imports to an al¬ 
most negligible figure. The direct rail haul from the 
Baku region to western Germany is about 2,500 miles, 
and the difference in railroad gauge necessitates a trans¬ 
fer en route. Russia as well as Germany, moreover, has 
been short of tank cars. The more efficient route by pipe 
line to Batum on the Black Sea, tanker to Constanta, 
and barge or tank car through Rumania serves merely 
to congest the shorter route from Rumania’s own fields. 

Germany probably has got the lion’s share of the oil 
produced in the Russian-occupied part of Poland 
(amounting to about 8,000 barrels a day) and some 
heavy lubricating oils. Germany is particularly in need 
of these, and neither her synthetic plants nor Rumania 
can supply them. Admittedly based more on the logic 
of the situation than on any actual figures, my guess 
would be that Germany’s average imports from Russia 
since the war began have been about 15,000 barrels a 
day. Even this amount would be some five times Ger¬ 
many’s pre-war imports from Russia. 

(5) Supplies from the Near East. Numerous column¬ 
ists and armchair strategists have in recent months ex¬ 
pressed the opinion that Germany’s Balkan adventures 
were stimulated largely by her desire to supplement her 
supplies from the oil fields of the Near East. From what 
I have shown of transporta- ( Continued on page 37If) 
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tion bottlenecks in getting oil from the much nearer 
fields of Rumania and Russia, the unlikelihood of such 
a theory must be apparent. Even if the Near East 
fields could be captured in usable condition, as seems 
highly improbable, they would be of no value for getting 
oil into Germany unless she had effective control of the 
Mediterranean. 

To summarize the German situation, it appears that 
during 1940 total Axis production of petroleum and its 
products, not including Italian imports before Italy en¬ 
tered the war or stocks seized during the Blitzkrieg, 
probably averaged about 150,000 barrels a day. This is 
about 35 per cent of the peacetime requirements of 
Axis-occupied territory (not including Rumania). In 
other words, German supplies have been cut to about 
one-third at a time when total needs have probably 
doubled in order to meet the military, industrial, agri¬ 
cultural, and civil demands. Of course, the supply and 
demand problem has been answered by the practical 
elimination of all civilian consumption throughout the 
occupied territory and very sharp curtailment of indus¬ 
trial and agricultural consumption. 

The answer to the common question, “Is Germany 
short of oil?” must be, “Yes,” as far as the broad pic¬ 
ture is concerned. Even in Germany such sharp curtail¬ 
ment of civilian consumption must mean much loss of 
efficiency. The fine new roads which Hitler built to re¬ 
lieve his railroads in the event of war are contributing 


little to German wartime economy, for everything pos¬ 
sible must be hauled by rail to save gasoline. On the 
other hand, it does appear that both the army and the 
Gestapo have adequate supplies of gasoline for all their 
operations and for day-to-day use. I do not believe that 
any purely military operation has thus far suffered 
from a lack of over-all gasoline supplies. As a matter of 
fact, less than 100,000 barrels a day of petroleum prod¬ 
ucts properly distributed should keep even the German 
army going its present pace more or less indefinitely. 

The greatest uncertainty about the whole German 
situation lies in the stocks with which Germany started 
the war and what has happened to them since. I cannot 
give credence to reports that she had tucked away two 
years’ normal supply — some 100,000,000 barrels. If she 
had had any such stocks, she would not have run short, 
as she did, of the vital lubricating oil before the war was 
a year old. She may well have accumulated some 
30,000,000 or possibly 40,000,000 barrels of stocks, 
reckoning that these would see her through a two-year 
period, during which she assumed she could win the war, 
build enough more synthetic plants to carry her, or seize 
Rumania. But she could hardly have foreseen the neces¬ 
sity of having to supply at least some oil to almost all of 
Europe for a long period, without having won the war. 
This analysis seems to leave one very pertinent ques¬ 
tion unanswered. If Germany has plenty of gasoline for 
her army, why has she never made more effective use of 
her 20,000 to 25,000 first-line planes in continued all-out 
attacks on England? Why do “breathing spaces” of 
weeks generally precede and {Concluded on page 376 ) 
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follow such heavy attacks as she has made, even with 
only 2,000 planes? Fuel shortage might be a logical 
answer, but it does not appear that there can be any 
serious shortage of aviation gasoline in Germany as a 
whole. The supply and transportation problems in¬ 
volved in such attacks afford a more logical explanation. 

Let us assume that Germany should decide to use 
8,000 bombers and 4,000 pursuit planes — half her total 
force — in an attack on England, and let us further as¬ 
sume that she had some 200 suitable airports available 
along the invasion coast of western France around to 
Norway. To prepare for such an attack, provision would 
have to be made for storing, maintaining, fueling, and 
taking on and off about sixty planes at each airport, de¬ 
spite probable attacks by opposing bombers. To put 
such a fleet of 12,000 planes into the air for only five 
hours a day would require about 7,000,000 gallons of 
gasoline and about 18,000 tons of bombs daily. 

With the limited transportation facilities available, 
bringing up enough such material, plus mechanics, 
spare parts, and so on, for a week’s attack would un¬ 
doubtedly require several weeks, and the material once 
brought up would thereafter be subject to loss by 
bombing. It is not strange that Germany was not able 
to assemble enough such supplies to make an effective 
all-out attack on England last fall. Even with a long 


winter of preparation, including building and camouflage 
of new air fields and hangars, building underground 
storage facilities, and so on, it would be an almost su¬ 
perhuman task to bring a force of 12,000 airplanes to 
bear against England for even a few hours, to say noth¬ 
ing of continuing such an attack for the several days 
which would probably be the necessary preparation for 
invasion. Germany is reported to have several “flying 
tankers” designed to supply fuel to remote airports, but 
the cost of gasoline delivered in this way, when she is 
already short of gasoline, must be almost prohibitive. 

Whether Germany’s oil shortage will seriously ham¬ 
per her this summer seems difficult to predict, but there 
are three ways in which the oil situation is working 
against her for the long pull. They are: 

(1) Italy, only partly because of lack of oil, will be 
more a liability than an asset to Hitler from now on. 

(2) Germany’s long-pull oil outlook must be discour¬ 
aging to her and must require considerable diversion of 
attention and energy which she would prefer to use in 
other ways. The shortage must also interfere increas¬ 
ingly with both her industrial and agricultural produc¬ 
tion and eventually with her military operations. 

(3) If and when England can achieve sufficient air 
superiority to permit long-range and heavy daylight 
attacks on German synthetic plants and transportation 
facilities, she will be striking at such a vital spot that 
actual invasion might never be necessary for England to 
win the war. 


MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 


Cambridge, Massachusetts 


T he schools of Architecture, Engineering and Science, the Graduate School and the 
Division of Humanities offer instruction and opportunities for research, both under¬ 
graduate and graduate, in the following fields of study as well as in allied subjects: 


SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE 
Architecture 
City Planning 
City Planning Practice 

SCHOOL OF SCIENCE 
Biology and Public Health 
Chemistry 
General Science 
Geology 
Mathematics 
Physics 


SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING 
Aeronautical Engineering 
Building Engineering and Construction 
Business and Engineering Administration 
Chemical Engineering 
Civil and Sanitary Engineering 
Electrical Engineering 
General Engineering 
Marine Transportation 
Mechanical Engineering 
Metallurgy 

Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering 


The Catalogue contains full information and will be sent gratis and post free upon request. 
All correspondence regarding admission either to undergraduate or graduate study should 
be addressed to the Director of Admissions, M.I.T., Cambridge, Mass. 



June, 1941 


377 


An Important 

Safety Message! 


T ^HERE HAVE BEEN four great inven¬ 
tions of immense importance to greater 
safety in motoring. The first was the 
Steel Body. The second was the Hydraulic 
Brake. The third was Safety Glass. 

The fourth, offered for the first time this 
year on the new Plymouth, Dodge, De Soto, 
and Chrysler Gars exclusively, is a new Safety 
Rim Wheel. 

As every motorist knows, a flat tire can 
cause trouble when you are traveling along 
the road. 

This patented new Safety Rim Wheel is de¬ 
signed to prevent a tire from twisting, or crush¬ 
ing down into the center of the rim, or rolling 
off the wheel, in case of a blowout or puncture. 

With an ordinary wheel, a flat tire may be 
“chewed up” quickly unless the car is brought 
to a stop in a short distance. 

The important point is, with this new Safety 
Rim Wheel, the tire is held in place and you 
have more time to slow down and stop your car 


more safely, and with less damage to the tire. 

Test drivers, experimenting with blowouts 
give glowing testimony. They say you are 
hardly conscious of a blowout on either front 
or rear wheels until you bring the car dow n to 
a slow speed. 

This new protection against the effects of 
a puncture or blowout should be good news to 
millions of motorists. Chrysler Corporation 
pioneered Hydraulic Brakes, popularized the 
All-Steel Body, was one of the first users of 
Safety Glass, and is now proud to make this 
new and vastly important contribution to 
greater safety in motoring. 

Safety Rim Wheels not only mean more 
safety for you and your family, but also for 
others on the road. 

The new 1941 Plymouth, Dodge, De Soto, 
and Chrysler cars have these new Safety Rim 
Wheels— and you pay nothing extra for them! 

CHRYSLER CORPORATION 

PLYMOUTH • DODGE • DE SOTO • CHRYSLER 
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TOWARD A MILITARY CALCULUS 

(Continued from page 357) 

Although a large gun, because of the greater sectional 
area of the projectile and the longer barrel, is inherently 
more accurate than a small gun, the latter has an ad¬ 
vantage in greater rapidity of fire, which affords more 
chances to make a hit from a given quantity of dis¬ 
charged explosive. When any hit will suffice — but only 
then — the smaller the bullet the better. 

Torpedoes, at similar ranges, may have a somewhat 
higher accuracy than have shells, because the depth at 
which torpedoes run is controlled by the medium 
through which they pass, the control being continuous 
from tube to target. The scatter pattern is in a horizon¬ 
tal line rather than a circle leaning at an angle. 

With regard to airplanes, dive bombing is far more ac¬ 
curate (and dangerous) than high-level bombing. At any 
distance beyond a few miles from base, an airplane, if 
driven right into collision with the target, would be in¬ 
comparably more accurate than a shell fired from a gun. 
The “trajectory” would be controlled (by the pilot) 
during flight right up to the moment of contact. But an 
airplane would still lose tactical power rapidly with dis¬ 
tance from base, as the additional fuel required would 
reduce the bomb load. Somewhat similarly, torpedoes 
lose tactical power with distance from the tube, as the 
speed of the run must be reduced for long-range firing. 
All weapons are alike, then, in offering an increase in 
power at a shorter range and in paying high dividends 
on mobility. 


In actual practice, of course, airplanes do not drive 
into their targets but release their bombs at a compara¬ 
tively long distance from them. Even dive bombers 
leave a “margin of safety” of some 500 feet. The accu¬ 
racy of airplane bombing is always far below theoretical 
perfection, whereas gun and torpedo fire, at close 
ranges, may very closely approach the theoretical maxi¬ 
mum. 

When it is judged on the basis of what little evi¬ 
dence is at present available to the public, airplane bomb¬ 
ing is about as accurate as three-inch gunfire at the same 
range and is hence more accurate than the fire of smaller 
guns and less accurate than that of larger guns. The ef¬ 
fective range of field guns against other guns and infan¬ 
try is ordinarily thought to be not more than two miles. 
The accuracy of air bombing from heights to which air¬ 
planes may be driven by anti-aircraft gunfire (some 
20,000 feet) is thus of the order of one-fourth that of a 
small fieldpiece; but from a height of 500 feet the ac¬ 
curacy would be much greater than that of a three-inch 
gun firing from a distance of two miles. The defensive 
importance of anti-aircraft guns is to be judged not alto¬ 
gether by the bag of airplanes they bring down but by 
the height at which they compel airplanes to fly for 
safety’s sake. 

Even with all the foregoing qualifications in mind and 
the degree of speculation necessarily involved, Table 2 
yields, or supports, some interesting observations. A 
tank theoretically is worth at least a regiment of rifle¬ 
men on foot. In fact, the foot soldier, the infantry of 
the classic school, appears as (Continued on page 380) 
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TOWARD A MILITARY CALCULUS 

(Continued from page 378) 

obsolete as the crossbow of the Ancient Mariner. The 
special advantage of the tank — indeed, the reason for 
the invention of it — is its immunity from machine-gun 
fire. Failure to stop the tank is apparently due to lack 
of more or bigger tanks and antitank guns, or to faults 
in antitank guns which are actually on hand, or to 
faults in handling them. 

The 37-millimeter antitank gun is unnecessarily large 
for use against light and medium (25-ton) tanks but no 
doubt will be required as larger “land battleships” are 
built. In order to stop a tank, shells are unnecessary; 
almost any penetration of its hide is sufficient, for its 
insides are crammed with vital organs. Shells serve a 
double duty in that they are also useful against aircraft . 

The 105-millimeter howitzer seems greatly superior to 
the 75-millimeter gun which it was designed to replace. 
Perhaps for field service any howitzer is better than the 
corresponding gun, but guns like the split-trail 75, 
which are adapted to firing against moving targets, are 
very useful in tank defense. What the layman cannot 
understand (and he has some professional company) is 
why fieldpieces are always transported with the muzzles 
pointed to the rear. In view of the special weakness of 
field guns during movement, it would be an advantage 
to have a gun which could come up punching. The ord¬ 
nance men elsewhere may have their reasons, but in the 
German caterpillar mount and in the United States 
medium tank the muzzle of the 75 faces the enemy. 


Heavier guns suffer from a slow rate of fire, until we 
get into the 12-inch class, and apparently are useful for 
only special purposes. No doubt a complete kit of war 
tools ought to have a few of them in the bag even if a 
good workman can get along without them. 

The submarine and the fighter airplane are relatively 
puny weapons. Their records of destruction must be at¬ 
tributed more to their strategic advantages than to their 
tactical powers. But the bombing airplane is a very 
powerful piece of ordnance against inadequate defense. 
Although it ranks far below the battleship and can take 
virtually no punishment, it is measurably superior in 
striking power to any ordinary field artillery. Its great 
weaknesses are its vulnerability and the difficulty of 
moving forward its bases of operations without violating 
the neutrality of Norway, Denmark, Holland, Belgium, 
Luxembourg, and points east. 

To compare an entire battleship with a single bomb¬ 
ing plane is, of course, unfair, but in Table 2 the basis is 
laid for comparing the tactical powees of any number of 
units, as a squadron of airplanes, with any number of 
other units. 

Very little has been said here of armor and the nature 
of military targets. The effect of armor is to nullify all 
enemy tactical power of less than a certain ability to 
penetrate the armor. Roughly, an inch of armor will 
stop a projectile an inch in diameter; to use machine 
guns against tanks, or field guns against battleships ap¬ 
pears for this reason to be clearly a waste of ammuni¬ 
tion. A specific target decreases enemy tactical power in 
proportion to the target’s own (Concluded on page 382) 
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IN THE SYNTHESIS 


AND PRODUCTION OF PURE VITAMINS 

Discoveries and advances in the vitamin field made by Merck Chemists 
and their collaborators have continually emphasized the outstanding 
role played by Merck & Co. Inc. in the development of these vitally 
important substances. 

The following chronologic review briefly describes the contribu¬ 
tions of Merck & Co. Inc. in making available many of these essential 
factors in pure form: 

Ascorbic Acid Merck ( U.S.P .) was made available. 

Vitamin Bi was synthesized in the Merck Research Laboratories. 

Vitamin Bi Hydrochloride Merck (Thiamine Hydrochloride U.S.P.) was made 
available in commercial quantities. 

Nicotinic Acid Merck (U.S.P.) became commercially available. 

Riboflavin Merck (Vitamin Bs) was the second pure crystalline vitamin to reach 
commercial production during the year. 

Alpha-Tocopherol (Vitamin E ) was identified and synthesized by Merck chemists 
and their collaborators in other laboratories. 

Vitamin Bo was synthesized in the Merck Research Laboratories. 

Vitamin Bo Hydrochloride Merck became available in commercial quantities. 

Alpha-Tocopherol Merck (Vitamin E) was made commercially available. 

2-Methyl-Naphthoquinone Merck, a pure chemical having marked Vitamin K 
activity, became available in commercial quantities. 

Pantothenic Acid, the most recently synthesized member of the Vitamin B Com¬ 
plex, was identified and synthesized by Merck chemists and their collaborators. 

Calcium Pantothenate Dextrorotatory, the physiologically active form of Pan¬ 
tothenic Acid, was made commercially available by Merck & Co. Inc. 
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TOWARD A MILITARY CALCULUS 

( Concluded, from page 380 ) 

smallness, remoteness, and mobility; these hence may 
be called the target’s qualities of indirect protection. 
The calculations entering into a choice of targets and 
of the instruments to be used in destroying those tar¬ 
gets are matters of strategy rather than tactics. In all 
ranks of tactical power, strategic considerations are very 
important and greatly modify the apparent capabilities 
of weapons. A true index of military strength, combining 
tactical and strategic powers, is not beyond approxima¬ 
tion, but discussion must be reserved for another occa¬ 
sion. For the present it may be said only that the 
strategic qualities of airplanes are very great in com¬ 
parison with land arms, but that both classes appear 
to be in their strategic possibilities inferior to naval 
weapons. 

AIDING AGING 

('Continued from page 359) 

(1) The biology of senescence as a process. Here our 
ignorance is profound. Unanswered as yet are such fun¬ 
damental questions as: Just what happens to a cell with 
aging? Why does aging occur? What accelerates or re¬ 
tards it? What mechanisms are involved? Why? The 
elucidation of these basic questions may solve many 
riddles — among them the riddle of cancer and per¬ 
haps that of arteriosclerosis. Scientifically, the cancer 
problem is but a subdivision of the bigger question of 
aging. 

(2) The clinical problems of senescence in man. These 
questions are clearly divisible into those relating to 
normal senescence and those relating to abnormality 
due to disorders associated with advancing years. 
Normal aging brings many changes, some obvious, 
others obscure, but all insidious and inevitably progres¬ 
sive. Structural alterations, psychologic changes, and 
biochemical and physiologic differences arise. “Normal” 
is not a fixed point but a series of variables which 
change with age. Chronologic age, as measured in years 
and months, is not identical with biologic age. Physio¬ 
logic age varies with each individual. The greater the 
duration of life, the greater the variation. Furthermore, 
no individual ages uniformly throughout, for different 
structures and systems age at different rates at various 
times in the life span. 

The common concept that senescence implies decline 
alone is distinctly erroneous, for there is considerable 
compensatory enhancement of certain functional capaci¬ 
ties. For example, loss of physical strength and speed of 
reaction is often counterbalanced by increased skill 
and judgment. It has been said that the older mind does 
not learn readily. The popular phrase, “You can’t 
teach an old dog new tricks,’’has done immeasurable 
harm, for it has become so fixed in the minds of young 
and old alike that its validity is assumed. As a result 
many older people admit defeat before trying and 
opportunities for adult education are suppressed. Re¬ 
cent and comprehensive studies reveal that once this 
adult resistance to learning is overcome, the capacity 
to learn is but very slightly ( Continued on page 3810 
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IUST GLANCE at these graphs —note how the net cost of Factory Mutual 
Fire Insurance has been reduced during the past 106 years —also how the 
loss ratio has been lowered in the same period. Such consistent and con¬ 
tinuous reductions in costs and losses have been accomplished by careful 
management, dealing with selected risks and providing the most effective 
method of preventing fires. 
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AIDING AGING 

(Continued from page 382 ) 

diminished by aging. There is some slowing of the rate, 
but there is also an increase in thoroughness. It 
would be better to reiterate: “It is never too late to 
learn.” 

Abnormal senescence hinges on the many disorders 
whose frequency rises sharply with advancing years. 
The distinctions between the changes of normal senes¬ 
cence and certain of these so-called degenerative dis¬ 
orders are not sharply defined. To distinguish certain 
phenomena of disease from those attributable to aging 
is most difficult. The phenomena of disease are, after all, 
exaggerations of normal reactions and do not imply new 
mechanisms. The most significant of these geriatric dis¬ 
orders are cardiovascular-renal disease, arthritis, dia¬ 
betes mellitus, gout, cancer, and certain syndromes of 
the climacteric. Of all of these the cardiovascular 
group, including hypertensive arterial disease and 
arteriosclerosis, is by far the most significant. Arthritis 
exacts an immense toll of disability, though its mortality 
is low. A glance at mortality tables reveals that these 
diseases so frequent in the latter half of life are replacing 
tuberculosis, accidents, diarrhea, and enteritis as the 
leading causes of death. 

Two characteristics common to all these geriatric 
disorders are of Special concern. First, acute infection 
plays a negligible role in their etiology. Second, all are 
chronic and progressive and usually insidious of onset. 
Often the progression is slow, but it is, nevertheless, 
inevitably persistent. None are self-limited diseases 
tending toward spontaneous cure and followed by a 
protracted period of lowered vulnerability. Rather does 
the progression of these disorders continuously increase 
vulnerability to exacerbation and accelerated decline. 
Cure is largely beyond our present hopes. Control and 
retardation of progression are, however, feasible. The 
adequately controlled diabetic is vigorous, active, useful, 
and productive despite the fact that he still remains a 
diabetic. The earlier in the course of these diseases 
control measures are instituted, the more effective is 
the therapy. More can be accomplished with the aging 
than for the aged. 

The problems presented to preventive medicine in 
the later decades of life differ radically from those en¬ 
countered in younger age groups. The disorders of age 
are not amenable to mass prevention, as are infectious 
diseases. They are not contagious. They are progressive. 
Thus, preventive geriatrics must become individualized, 
and it must be applied almost continuously. 

(3) Socio-economic problems. The sociologic problems 
introduced by increased longevity, greater life ex¬ 
pectancy, and the rising median age of the population 
are immense and extremely complex. Industry is just 
awakening to the implications of the fact that the 
average age of employees is increasing at a surprising 
rate. Problems of placement and retirement, utilization 
and conservation of the health of older men in positions 
of great responsibility, the complexities of workmen’s 
compensation laws in relation to occupational exacer¬ 
bation of pre-existent disease, and many more questions 
are becoming increasingly ( Continued on page 386) 
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AIDING AGING 

(Continued from page 38Jf) 

urgent. Certain problems of adult education have 
already been mentioned. Problems involving social atti¬ 
tudes toward the aged are distinctly pertinent. 

Preventive medicine is of two types. These are the 
impersonal or “wholesale” type and the individual or 
“retail” form of prophylaxis. Impersonal public health 
activities have included the institution and control of 
modern sanitation; the enactment and enforcement of 
both local and national quarantine regulations; the 
control of avoidable hazards of atmospheric contamina¬ 
tion and of the physical environment in industrial 
plants, schools, public buildings, and homes; the direct¬ 
ing of educational activities in schools and elsewhere 
toward the control of communicable diseases; and the 
encouragement and application of mass immunization 
against certain infective diseases. These methods re¬ 
sulted in magnificent improvements in the health of our 
youth. Notable, however, is the fact that though life 
expectancy at birth increased nearly fourteen years in 
the quarter century from 1910 to 1935 (from 46.3 to 
60.2), life expectancy at fifty years increased but 2.8 
years (from 18.3 to 21.1). There is reason to pause and 
consider why the gains have been so asymmetric. 

Both these approaches toward health maintenance 
have their limitations. Impersonal preventive medicine, 
which has been the mainstay of public health work in 
the past, is limited in its effectiveness almost solely to 
infective and communicable diseases. It is feasible only 
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with relatively homogeneous groups, which require a 
minimum of individualization, for mass production is 
effective only as long as the units dealt with are identical 
or nearly so. 

Personal preventive medicine, on the other hand, 
requires individualized handling of health problems. 
Such health maintenance activities are illustrated by 
the better student-health services, by periodic examina¬ 
tions in industry, and to a more limited degree by prac¬ 
titioners of medicine. Included in programs of individual 
health maintenance must be provision for therapy to 
control in their incipiency the progressive disorders of 
later life. 

With increasing age, individual variability increases. 
The limitations of personal preventive medicine as 
applied to older individuals are hence quite different. 
In the first place a great deal of time is required for 
proper individualization. To detect chronic and pro¬ 
gressive disorders early is more difficult and time 
consuming than to diagnose frank disease. Further¬ 
more, in order to prevent, control, or retard these dis¬ 
orders, frequent consultations for observation and 
guidance are necessary. Such work cannot be hurried, 
and requires the highest type of diagnostic acumen. 

Another and severe limitation to the effectiveness of 
individual preventive medicine lies in mankind's curious 
perversity in declining to make prophylactic efforts on 
his own behalf. The best advice is relatively useless if 
not followed. Impersonal preventive medicine deals 
largely with matters which require little or no effort on 
the part of the recipient of the (Continued on page 388 ) 
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AIDING AGING 

{Continued from page 386) 

benefits. Personal efforts, often of considerable degree 
and sometimes involving irksome restrictions, are ab¬ 
solutely essential in the management of early degenera¬ 
tive disorders to retard their progression. 

A further difficulty arises from the fact that though 
new curative methods of treatment are immediately 
taken up by both physicians and the lay public, pre¬ 
vention of diseases is not regarded as a matter of 
urgency, and adoption is therefore slow. Those diseases 
which hurt early, receive prompt attention. Geriatric 
disorders, being insidious and painless in their beginning, 
are usually neglected. 

The greatest obstacle to effective preventive geri¬ 
atrics is this inertia. It is not an insurmountable ob¬ 
struction. Vaccination was introduced against violent 
agitation. Even today there is much passive resistance 
to many procedures of preventive medicine. Education 
is gradually diminishing this resistance, but education 
is not accomplished overnight. The course in education 
to overcome the general inertia of adults toward per¬ 
sonal preventive medicine will be a long and arduous 
program. 

Public health services can do much to forward pre¬ 
ventive geriatrics. Education of the adult population in 
the importance of prevention, control, and retardation 
of the chronic and progressively disabling diseases of 
later life will encourage the seeking of thorough periodic 
health inventories. If people request these and are 
aware of the necessity for comprehensive thoroughness, 
the services will become available. Today it is often ex¬ 
tremely difficult, even in the larger cities, to find physi¬ 
cians whose primary interest is to maintain health 
rather than treat disease. The pediatricians are the 
exception. 

Yet it is entirely clear that such personal preventive 
medicine is necessary if we hope to check the ever 
increasing numbers of middle-aged and elderly people 
partially or totally disabled by chronic illness. The 
economic burden of chronic illness is already a stagger¬ 
ing fraction of the total losses due to ill-health. Mental 
disability requiring institutional care must be included 
in these considerations. It is noteworthy that within the 
last twenty-five years admissions to state hospitals for 
mental diseases due to cerebral arteriosclerosis increased 
from 7.7 to 49 per 100,000 population over forty years 
of age; this is an increase of over 500 per cent. 

Industry is much concerned with these questions, and 
industrial medicine is in a particularly advantageous 
position to advance preventive geriatrics. To emphasize 
the importance of adult preventive medicine we need 
only note that sickness absenteeism of nonindustrial 
origin is responsible for about twenty times as much lost 
time as are industrial injuries of all sorts. Not only do 
industrial physicians have the opportunity to examine 
hundreds of thousands of new employees each year but 
they have the invaluable privilege of re-examining these 
same men and women at periodic intervals for many 
years. The factory stands in much the same relation 
to many adults as the school stands to children. The 
role of school physician and {Concluded on page 390 ) 
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AIDING AGING 

(Concluded from page 388) 

school nurse in developing prophylactic pediatrics was 
and is most significant. A similar opportunity to de¬ 
velop and apply prophylactic geriatrics awaits indus¬ 
trial physicians and nurses. 

The greatest and most important service which public 
health can offer the older fraction of our population is 
research into the problems of aging. Here the field is so 
wide, so untrammeled, and so unexplored that the 
potentialities are truly without end. I have deplored our 
ignorance of the fundamental biologic process of senes¬ 
cence. Badly needed are accurate and controlled studies 
to reveal what actually happens with aging. 

Clinical researches are needed just as urgently. We 
mention but two of the problems clamoring for solution: 
how to evaluate physiologic age in man, and how to de¬ 
fine curves of “normal” in relation to age. Solution of 
these problems is prerequisite to studies into most 
geriatric diseases. Present clinical methods of functional 
mensuration need critical appraisal, and new, more pre¬ 
cisely controlled stress-test procedures are wanted. Any 
advance in knowledge concerning the so-called degenera¬ 
tive diseases advances geriatrics; but we must not forget 
the lesson learned from pediatrics: that the greatest ad¬ 
vances were made when the peculiar structural, bio¬ 
chemical, and physiologic characteristics of the infant 
and child became more clearly defined. 

Prophylactic geriatrics does not take as its primary 
objective the prolongation of life. In the words of George 
Morris Piersol and Edward L. Bortz, “ It is for science 
not only to add years to life, but more important, to 
add life to the years.” Older individuals can be permitted 
to remain useful much longer if they understand and 
develop their capacities. No greater tragedy for the 
aged exists than the sense of uselessness which society 
today prematurely imposes upon them. 

We must not forget that the posts of greatest re¬ 
sponsibility — requiring the highest judgment, tech¬ 
nical training, and wisdom — are held by older men. 
And with good reason. The accumulated judgment and 
wisdom of these older minds represent one of the most 
valuable and potent resources of the nation. The con¬ 
servation of the health and vigor of these almost irre¬ 
placeable older men is a major potentiality of preventive 
geriatrics. 


RIDING FENCE 

{Continued from page 361) 

At one time the large rigid airship of the Zeppelin type 
was believed to be the ideal craft for long-range scouting 
and patrol. Ten years’ experience with big rigids (ter¬ 
minating with the loss of the Macon in 1935) proved dis¬ 
appointing, and at the moment the Navy has put on the 
shelf most of its plans for very large airships. A new 
program is in progress, however, for lighter-than-air 
craft, for smaller airships of the nonrigid type. They are 
to be spotted at strategic points around the rim from 
Newfoundland to Alaska, where they will be used prin¬ 
cipally for antisubmarine patrol and scouting duties. 
But “ riding fence ” around the (Continued on page 392 ) 
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(Continued from page 390 ) 

areas vital to United States interests is only one of the 
jobs for the fleets that fly. It is only one of the ele¬ 
ments of naval aviation’s major mission — to increase 
the effective striking power of our fleets. 

To help the battle fleets most effectively, naval planes 
and pilots must be able to go to sea with them. Planes 
must operate whenever and wherever battleships oper¬ 
ate, under all sorts of conditions from the tropics to the 
poles. No small assignment, this! Only thirty years ago 
pilots stayed on the ground if more than a breath of air 
was stirring. They seldom dared go out of sight of land 
or fly where they could not see the ground. Today it is 
routine to launch fighters and scouts in anything but a 
full gale at sea. Pilots fly blind for hours in fog and rain 
and ice, searching out objectives hundreds of miles under 
horizons, and then return to their home ships without 
difficulty. 

To protect surface vessels against attack by enemy 
bombers, fast heavily armed fighters must be available. 
These agile aerial destroyers can fly rings around most 
bombers. Their concentrated fire power from quick- 
firing cannon and machine guns makes them the equal 
of any adversary. They are limited in their field of 
action, however, because they are small and packed 
with power. Such aircraft would be of little use if re¬ 
stricted to operation from fixed bases. They must be 
able to go to sea with the fleets, if they are to be of 
maximum value. The aircraft carrier provides the solu¬ 
tion. These seagoing airports can keep up with the sur¬ 
face fleets. Their swift fighters can be sent up in swarms 
to beat off any attack against the battleships and cruisers 
of the fleet. Their dive bombers and torpedo planes 
can effectively attack enemy battleships far out at sea. 

Until the seagoing airplane came along, a sailor’s 
horizon was limited to what he could see from the top¬ 
mast of his tallest ship. Fifteen or twenty miles were the 
best he could hope to survey even under the most favor¬ 
able circumstances. Enemy fleets forty or fifty miles 
away were out of sight as well as out of range. Today, 
however, horizons at sea have been tremendously 
extended. Scouting airplanes cruise for hundreds of miles 
around battle fleets, reporting their findings by radio to 
commanding officers. Once surface fleets are in contact, 
high-flying observation planes report hits and misses to 
gunners who are firing at targets far beyond their range 
of actual vision. 

Every United States cruiser and battleship carries two 
to four airplanes for scouting, range finding, and general 
observation. These are usually two-place seaplanes 
launched from catapults carried on board. Returning to 
their ships, they land in the water alongside and are 
taken back aboard by cranes. They are generally armed 
for defense only, and are fitted with elaborate equipment 
for photography and communication. 

Besides its patrol bombers, fighters, torpedo carriers, 
and scouts, the Navy also carries on its rosters many 
utility types — cargo carriers to transport needed parts 
and equipment between shore bases, amphibians to 
shuttle materiel and personnel from ship to shore or 
shore to ship. 
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Such an array of tactical and transport aircraft cannot 
be handled by amateurs. Each pilot of our flying fleets 
must be an expert flyer and a specialist in his particular 
branch. Hundreds of training airplanes are being pro¬ 
vided at naval training stations to turn out pilots for the 
fleet. Trainers range from relatively simple low-powered 
planes, good for elimination training only, up through 
fully armed tactical machines in all categories, for 
advanced work. 

Most of the airplanes used for elimination training 
and primary flight work at the flying school at Pensacola 
are made in the Navy’s own aircraft factory at Phila¬ 
delphia. But the Navy can build only a fractional part 
of its aircraft requirements. For efficient aircraft of all 
types for its flying fleets the Navy must depend pri¬ 
marily on the private manufacturers of planes, engines, 
and accessories. For years the manufacturing people 
have accepted specifications for naval airplanes that 
were always a little better than they thought they knew 
how to make. The present high standards of performance 
and reliability now accepted as commonplace would 
have been wholly impossible without the complete co¬ 
operation of the contractors. Through all the lean and 
uncertain years of development and depression, these 
contractors have never let the Navy down. 

When the Navy began to take an interest in the air¬ 
plane, to fly anywhere was newsworthy. The Ely and 
Curtiss flights of 1910 and 1911 to and from battleships 
made headlines all over the world. Now, scouts and 
fighters are catapulted from cruisers and take-off carrier 
decks hundreds of times a day in all kinds of weather, 
and nobody bats an eye. Whole squadrons fly nonstop 
in formation for thousands of miles and receive but 
scant mention in the public prints. Aviation has become 
an indispensable and accepted part of our Navy. 

From Old Ironsides down to the latest high-speed 
turbo-electric cruiser, the history of our surface Navy 
covers some hundred and forty-four years. Only thirty 
years have gone by, however, since Curtiss flew his crude 
“hydro” from North Island to pay a duty call on the 
skipper of the Pennsylvania. In those three decades the 
men of our flying fleets have developed a tradition that 
matches that of their seagoing comrades. In those thirty 
years is a story of which all Americans may well be 
proud. 


INDUSTRIAL MATHEMATICS 

(Continued from page 363) 

of the right type have been forced to come here, and a 
few others have been developed within our borders. No 
university has yet brought the group together perma¬ 
nently to establish a center of training in industrial 
mathematics. It would be reasonable to estimate an 
industrial demand for about ten exceptional graduates 
a year from such a source. Industry today has about 150 
qualified mathematicians. 

Industrial mathematicians differ from their engineer¬ 
ing and scientific colleagues, from whose number they 
have been derived, in the character of their thinking 
rather than in the use to which it is put. In the first 
place, the typical “mathematician” feels great confi¬ 
dence in a conclusion reached (Concluded on page 394) 
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INDUSTRIAL MATHEMATICS 

(Concluded from page 393 ) 

by careful reasoning and is not convinced to the 
same degree by experimental evidence. He turns nat¬ 
urally, therefore, to pencil and paper in many situa¬ 
tions where engineers or physicists would resort to the 
laboratory. 

His second typical characteristic is his highly critical 
attitude toward the details of a demonstration. With 
almost any other class of men, an argument may be 
good enough, even though some minor question remains 
open. For the mathematician an argument is either per¬ 
fect in every detail, in form as well as in substance, or 
else it is wrong. There are no intermediate classes. He 
calls this “rigorous thinking.” 

In the third place he tends to idealize, as he calls it, 
any situation with which he is confronted. For example, 
when consulted about a heavy pipe fitting, the thickness 
of whose casting had at different points been varied ac¬ 
cording to experimental data in order to strengthen it 
where strength was supposed to be most needed, he 
suggested a theoretical basis for redesign which re¬ 
duced the weight to half while doubling the bursting 
strength. His method involved idealization, for he con¬ 
sidered the casting as an elliptical cylinder under hydro¬ 
static pressure. The stresses for that idealized structure 
were already known. The design was then accomplished 
by making the thickness at each point sufficient to 
withstand these stresses. 

A fourth and closely related characteristic of the 
mathematician is his desire for generality. He likes to 
write the general equation and to solve it, thus obtain¬ 
ing all the solutions, including the particular case about 
which he was consulted. If asked to study the torsional 
vibration of a fiber loaded at one point, he would be 
most likely to work out the relationships for a fiber with 
any desired number of loads at arbitrary points along 
it. 

Because of these habits of thinking, the successful 
industrial mathematician is essentially a consultant. 
Hence he not only must be competent as a mathemati¬ 
cian but also must possess the special qualities which a 
consultant must have. Although his major interests will 
necessarily be abstract, he must have sufficient interest 
in practical matters to furnish stimuli to himself for 
useful work and to reconcile him to the compromises and 
approximations which are necessary even in the theo¬ 
retical treatment of practical problems. He must be 
gregarious and sympathetic, keep in touch with his 
colleagues, and translate his thoughts into their lan¬ 
guage. 

He must be co-operative and versatile, and of out¬ 
standing ability in his line. His success must be judged 
by what the engineers who consult him think of his 
ability and not by the dollar value of the jobs in which 
he assists. His salary, in other words, should be based 
upon the size, character, and satisfaction of his clientele 
in his company and not upon the commercial impor¬ 
tance of the questions they see fit to bring him. The 
money value of various bits of theoretical work has al¬ 
most no correlation with the scientific acumen which 
they require. 
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THE TREND OF AFFAIRS 

(Concluded from, page 34-6) 

for a heavier coat of wool, for example, breeders have 
added so much skin and hair to the animal that the lamb 
sometimes has difficulty in locating the ewe’s udder, 
and fundamental body functions are frequently in¬ 
terfered with. 

The intensification of one characteristic until it begins 
to affect an animal’s vitality appears to be evident in 
heavily producing cows. A good milk producer — good 
from the dairyman’s point of view —• produces in the 
course of a year six to ten times as much milk as does a 
wild cow, obviously an amount grossly in excess of what 
is needed for the support of a calf. It is estimated that 
at full lactation the heart of a heavy producer must de¬ 
liver one-quarter of its output to the udder. Some 
breeders believe that such animals are suffering in¬ 
creasingly from reproductive difficulties and diseases, 
particularly udder infections. Substantially the same 
situation has been encountered with poultry which has 
been bred to attainment of the utmost results in egg 
production. 

THE INSTITUTE GAZETTE 

(Continued from page 368 ) 

elected to the National Nominating Committee for Dis¬ 
trict 8; Winter Dean, ’21, for District 9; and Edward E. 
Scofield, T9, for District 10. In Districts 9 and 10 the 
elections were closely contested. C. Frank Allen, ’72, 
Belvin T. Williston, ’77, Giles Taintor, ’87, Charles F. 
Park, ’92, Charles B. Breed, ’97, Frederick H. Hunter, 
’02, Octavus L. Peabody, ’07, Carl W. Somers, T2, 
H. E. Lobdell, T7, C. Yardley Chittick, ’22, Dwight C. 
Arnold, ’27, Thomas E. Sears, Jr., ’32, and Philip H. 
Peters, ’37, were elected council representatives for their 
respective classes. 


PREPARATORY SCHOOLS FOR BOYS 
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Elections by the Council included those of Elbert G. 
Allen, ’00, to the Committee on Audit and Budget; 
Arthur L. Townsend, T3, to the Committee on Histori¬ 
cal Collections; Frederic H. Keyes, '93, and Burton G. 
Philbrick, '02, to the Nominating Committee for De¬ 
partmental Visiting Committees; and Alfred T. Glas- 
sett, ’20, to the Alumni Fund Board. The Council by 
special vote expressed hearty thanks to Donald G. 
Robbins, ’07, for his long and faithful service as chair¬ 
man of the Advisory Council on Musical Clubs, which 
post Mr. Robbins has had to relinquish, though he has 
consented to remain for another year as a member of 
the committee. 

The speaker of the evening was Sverre Petterssen, 
Head of the newly formed Department of Meteorology, 
who gave a very interesting illustrated talk on the de¬ 
velopment of modern theories of weather. 


Visiting Committee Reports 

R EPORTS of Departmental Visiting Committees, 
. surveying Institute education, appear periodically 
in The Review as authentic information for Alumni in¬ 
terested in scholastic developments. Those for the De¬ 
partment of Geology and the Medical Department follow: 


Department of Geology * 

AT a meeting with Warren J. Mead, Professor of Geol- 
-T\- ogy, and members of his Department, the Com¬ 
mittee were impressed with the general program of 
teaching and the methods which have been used to stim¬ 
ulate the thinking of the student. We were particularly 
interested in the research work carried on under the di¬ 
rection of Professor Mead and the several staff members. 
The Committee are of the opinion that the study done 
in mining methods, valuation, costs, mineral economics, 
and so on might well be expanded, as that work is of 
extreme importance. 

The Committee made a thorough inspection of facili¬ 
ties and space allotted for carrying on the work of the 
Department. The principal need seems to be better 
quarters for undergraduate teaching, particularly in 
general geology and engineering geology. This need 
could be remedied through a rather thorough revision 
of space utilization, but expansion of the space to the 
extent of finding quarters for the mechanician’s shop is 
also necessary. Space should be provided for the facili¬ 
ties of geophysics, which are now housed in a very in¬ 
adequate dark room behind the elevator shaft — a room 
suitable only for storage purposes. Plans for the rear¬ 
rangement, including the provision and better distribu¬ 
tion of the cases containing samples and so on, have been 
made, as have studies of detail costs and prices of the re¬ 
arrangement itself. The Committee are convinced that 
these changes would result in a more effective carrying 
on of the work. 

The Committee are much pleased with the spirit and 
industry of the Department, and we are sure that the 
staff will do a good job even (Concluded on page 398) 

* Members of this Committee for 1940-1941 are Francis J. Chester- 
man, ’05, Chairman, George E. Whitwell, ’14, Hugh E. McKinstry, 
21, Jesse L. Maury, '25, William O. Hotchkiss, Gordon S. Rentsehler, 
and Neil Rice. 
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VACATIONIN Q ... Mr. Engineer ? 

where you’ve got to dress up all the time . . . act formal as the dickens 
and drink liters of pink tea ? — 

OR 

are you SO FED UP with 10,000ths of an inch . . unit pressures . . . 
hourly productions . . . tolerances, etc., that you’re just aching to get to 
some vacation spot where you can LET DOWN . . . bake in the sun 
. . . relax . . wear your favorite old hat . sleep in a pungent pine 
forest . . eat man-sized meals that will do things to your waist-line if 
you don’t watch your step . . swim, golf, hike, etc ? 

If this sort of thing appeals to YOU, write: Foster Sturtevant, 
W P I ’21, to send you his 16-page profusely illustrated book of SPECI¬ 
FICATIONS about BEMIS CAMPS, Box 75, South Chatham, N. H 

Your wife and children will like it, too! 


William H. Coburn, '11 William F. Dean, '17 

John K. Phelan, '27 


William H. Coburn & Co. 

INVESTMENT COUNSEL 


68 Devonshire St. Boston, Mass. 
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THE INSTITUTE GAZETTE 

(Concluded from page 397 ) 

though the facilities are not adequate to enable them to 
work most efficiently. The Committee desire to express 
their appreciation of the co-operation of Professor Mead 
and his associates in enabling us to review effectively 
the activities of the Department. 

Medical Department * 

HE Committee desired to express their thanks to 
the Charles Hayden Foundation and to J. Willard 
Hayden for the provision of funds for the dental clinic. 
The equipment for this clinic has been ordered and, it is 
expected, will be installed and available for use at the 
start of the coming Institute year. Because of govern¬ 
mental priorities, however, there may be some delay in 
the procurement of material. 

The x-ray equipment previously provided by Mr. 
Hayden is found to be working satisfactorily and has 
increased the Department’s effectiveness. This equip¬ 
ment will be available for use in the dental clinic. 

Dr. George W. Morse, medical director, submitted to 
the Committee a report (which was approved) on the 
Department’s operations. The report indicated the 
continued successful operation of the Department and 
the important part it plays in maintaining the increas¬ 
ingly high standard of health at the Institute. Dr. 
Morse reported that the paper work in the Department 
is on the increase because of additional army and navy 
examinations. 

The Committee pointed out that at some future time 
the Department will need more space, and placed on 
record the fact that the Department desires to have 
eventually all the space for which Building 11 was 
originally designed. The Committee were in agreement 
with Dr. Morse’s feeling that there is need for a psy¬ 
chiatric service. 

The Committee expressed their appreciation of the 
earnest endeavor and good work of Dr. Morse and his 
associates during the year. 

* Members of this Committee for 1940-1941 are Page Golsan, ’12, 
Chairman, William R. Kales, ’92, Dr. John A. Rockwell, ’90, Dr. 
James H. Means, ’06, Dr. Reginald H. Smithwick, ’21, J. Willard 
Hayden, and Horace Morison. 
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AN AID TO INDUSTRY IN LOCATING OUTSTANDING MEN 


ENGINEERS 
AND THE NAVY 

Our present program of naval rearma¬ 
ment requires engineers between twenty- 
five and thirty-five years of age who have 
good records of technical experience. 

Qualified Alumni are urged to write to 
the Placement Bureau. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 


AN AID TO ALUMNI IN FINDING DESIRABLE POSITIONS 




TECHNOLOGY MEN IN ACTION 

CHECK LIST OF THE ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF M.I.T. ALUMNI AND OFFICERS 


B.S.C.E. 

Cl Officers elected at the 93d annual 
meeting of the Boston Society of Civil 
Engineers in March include Albert 
Haertlein T8, President; Charles 
R. Main ’09, Vice-President; Charles 
L. Coburn T7, Treasurer; C. Freder¬ 
ick Joy, Jr., '08 and Waldo F. Pike 
’15, Directors. 

d Prizes were awarded to Harrison 
P. Eddy, Jr.,’ 17 (Desmond Fitz¬ 
Gerald Medal), Richard S. Holm¬ 
gren '19 (designers’ section prize), 
Thomas R. Camp '25 (sanitary section 
prize), and Miles N. Clair ’23 (Clem¬ 
ens Herschel Award). 

CL Arthur L. Shaw '09, Retiring 
President, presented an address at the 
business meeting, and, following the 
dinner, Charles E. Smith ’00 spoke 
on “The Railroads Are Ready.” 

Speaker 

d Arthur A. Blanchard ’98, on 
“The Metal Carbonyls,” Edgar Fahs 
Smith Memorial Lecture, at the Uni¬ 
versity of Pennsylvania, Philadel¬ 
phia, May 23- 

d Rudolph B. Weiler’08, on “Elec¬ 
tric Power Application to Industry as 
Viewed by the Consulting Engineer,” 
at the annual meeting of the Mary¬ 
land Utilities Association, Balti¬ 
more, April 18. 

d James A. Tobey’15, on practical 
applications of fortifying foods in the 
baking and dairy industry, before the 
101st meeting of the American Chem¬ 
ical Society, New York, April 7- 
Barnett F. Dodge ’17 was chairman 
of the division of industrial and en¬ 
gineering chemistry, and Gerald A. 
Fitzgerald ’23 presided at the sym¬ 
posium on the nutritional restoration 
and fortification of foods, at the same 
conference. 

d Walter C. Voss'32, on “The Fu¬ 
ture of the Commercial Building,” at 
the Building Owners and Managers 
Association of the Boston Real Estate 
Exchange, Boston, April 15. 
d John W. M. Bunker, Staff, on 
“Science and Civilization,” at the 
27th annual conference of superin¬ 
tendents of schools, Bridgewater, 
April 17. 

d Theodore Smith, Staff, on “Our 
Country’s Place in the International 
Situation,” at the Community Lec¬ 
ture Forum, Patchogue, N.Y., March 
16. 


Warning 

Impostors are again at work 
representing themselves to be 
Alumni of M.I.T. or of other 
schools. They are approaching 
our Alumni with very plausible 
stories of hard luck or automo¬ 
bile accidents and requesting 
financial assistance to get them 
to their homes or to some other 
place where they have financial 
resources. Any Alumnus who is 
approached should doubt the 
story, no matter how true it may 
ring, and he will be doing a good 
service to fellow Alumni if on 
some plea he can arrange for a 
later interview and have police 
present when the man comes 
back. 


Written 

d By Samuel P. Mulliken’87 and 
Ernest H. Huntress’20, Identifica¬ 
tion of Pure Organic Compounds , Wiley, 
d By John Boyle, Jr., ’01, “A Fed¬ 
eral Patents Commission,” Journal of 
the Patent Office Society, December, 
1940. 

d By Edward R. Schwarz’23 and 
Kenneth R. Fox’40, “An Instru¬ 
ment for the Study of Compressional 
Creep and Creep Recovery of Yarns 
and Fabrics," Textile Research , March, 
d By Dugald C. Jackson, Emeritus, 
“Hitlerism Must Be Brought to Un¬ 
conditional Surrender,” Boston Sun¬ 
day Herald, February 9. 

Honor 


their paper, “Combined Stress Ex¬ 
periments on a Nickel-Chrome-Mo¬ 
lybdenum Steel,” which appeared in 
the Journal of the Franklin Institute, 
August. 


DEATHS 

* Mentioned in class notes. 

d Charles H. Ayres’81, April 22. 
d Webster Norris’81, April 20. 
d Clyde DuV. Hunt '83, Febru¬ 
ary 1. 

d Percival W. Pope'86, May 5- 
d Edward Lovering'87, April 22. 
d Alexander Jarecki ’88, April 27. 
d Warren F. Daniell’90, March 
18.* 

d Frank L. Chase ’90, April 1.* 
d Charles R. Nason ’90, March 1. 
d John A. Rooney ’91, April 6. 
d Elizabeth F. Fisher ’95, April 25- 
d Arthur S. Coburn ’95, April 17. 
d Maurice W. Bigelow ’97, Octo¬ 
ber 27. 

d Henry P. Rolfe’97, December 23. 
d Ernest F. Ayres’98, December.* 
d John W. Long '00, February 1. 
d Robert W. Bailey '01, December 

23. * 

d James M. Hamilton '01, Decem¬ 
ber 31.* 

d William H. Evans '03, December 
30. 

d Herbert A. Terrell '06, March 

24. * 

d Bert D. Johnson '07, February 
16.* 

d William Lyne’07, August 30.* 
d Francis L. Sbllew’07, April 12.* 
d Albert E. Wiggin’07, April 18.* 
d Amedeo L. S. Ferrandi ’08, April 
21 .* 


d To Walter R. McCornack '03, by d Leavitt W. Thurlow’08, March 
his election as honorary correspond- ' “ 11.* 

ing member of the Royal Institute of d Charles E. Tilton TO, December 
British Architects. 20. 


d To Bernard E. Proctor ’23, by 
his appointment to the research ad¬ 
visory council in solving refrigera-v' 
tion and storage problems, by the 
Association of Refrigerated Ware¬ 
houses. 

d To Giles G. Green ’38, by the 
awarding of the McMullen Graduate 
Scholarship in Civil Engineering for 
1941-1942, by Cornell University, 
d To John M. Lessells, Staff, and 
Charles W. MacGregor, Staff, by 
the awarding of the Louis E. Levy 
Medal of the Franklin Institute for 


d Everett L. Williams T4, Febru¬ 
ary 2. 

d Walter J. Henry T8, April 8. 
d David B. Joubert ’21, October 23. 
d Francis P. Clarke ’22, August 26. 
d Alfred G. Long ’22, November 
19. 

d James K. W. Pratt ’23, February 
2 . 

d Sarah M. Cahoon (Mrs. H. C.) 
‘■”26, March 26. 

d Gerald E. Brower ’27, April 20. 
d WilliamS. Kurtz ’28, January 15. 
d Larry F. Page'39, June 10, 1940. 


CD 




NEWS FROM THE CLUBS AND CLASSES 


CLUB NOTES 


M.I.T. Club of Akron 

The April meeting of the Club was held 
on Monday the twenty-first at the Uni¬ 
versity Club. Thirty were present for 
the meeting. The President read the min¬ 
utes of the 219th meeting of the Alumni 
Council of the Institute, held in Pritchett 
Hall of Walker Memorial on March 31. 
[See The Review, May, p. 310. Ed.] The 
summary of talks by John W. Farley'98, 
executive director of the Massachusetts 
Committee on Public Safety, and Daniel 
Needham, director of the protection divi¬ 
sion of the committee, was startling to 
the Akron Club members. A discussion 
period was held, and suggestions were 
made to inquire about similar methods 
for the state of Ohio. 

The feature of the meeting was the 
showing of the new colored movie film, 
A Visit to Technolog in 1941. All agreed 
that the film is excellent, with clear pic¬ 
tures of the new buildings and the old 
scenes. The Alumni Pool pictures were 
attractive and drew favorable comments. 
Several prospective students were present 
at the showing of the colored films. 

The wives of Akron Club members 
held their April meeting on Tuesday the 
twenty-second at the Fairlawn Country 
Club. Theirs is an active group, and at¬ 
tendance is good at their meetings. — 
Robert W. Moorhouse'14 has acquired a 
100-acre farm about ten miles northwest 
of Akron. To exercise his riding horses 
Bob needs more space than a city home 
affords.— James E. Connor'23, Secre¬ 
tary, 1746 13th Street, Cuyahoga Falls, 
Ohio. 

M.I.T. Association of Buffalo 

A short meeting of the Association was 
held on March 31 at Chin's Chow Mein, 
Inc., on Main Street. It was announced 
that the next meeting was to be held in 
the form of a dance at the Park Lane on 
May 19. Following the dinner the group 
went to the Courier-Express building and 
saw a movie of the complete production 
of a newspaper, from the chopping of 
the trees to the delivery of the paper at 
the door. After this presentation we were 
taken on a tour through the building. 
The Institute came to the front with 
many questions on Linotypes, presses, 
and various other machines necessary for 
the publication of Buffalo's morning 
paper. — Bernard H. Nelson '35, Secre¬ 
tary, 21 Anderson Place, Buffalo, N.Y. 

Technology Club of Chicago 

The Club met for luncheon on Wednes¬ 
day, April 23, at the University Club to 
enjoy motion pictures of the construction 


of the new subway. The speaker was our 
own Ralph Burke'06, who for the past 
few years has been the chief engineer of 
the extensive park district of Chicago. 
He has been drafted to serve as chief 
engineer of the new subways. ([There are 
at present two separate systems being 
built.) In his limited time Ralph gave us 
a highly condensed account of the intri¬ 
cate problems encountered in the con¬ 
struction going on forty feet under the 
street surfaces. The motion pictures, 
entitled Streamlined Chicago, were talkies, 
and the vocal accompaniment gave a 
satisfactory explanation of what we saw. 
The pictures were professional; they 
opened our eyes to the extensive appa¬ 
ratus employed in the construction. The 
portion of the subway at present under 
construction is planned to eliminate ele¬ 
vated structures in that portion of the 
city known as the ‘‘Loop.’’ 

We had over one hundred acceptances 
to our notice of this meeting, but the 
actual count fell short of that number. — 
Nelson C. Works'17, Secretary, Paine 
Webber and Company, 209 South La 
Salle Street, Chicago, Ill. Lonsdale 
Green'87, Review Secretary, 5639 Ken¬ 
wood Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 

M.I.T. Club of Northern 
New Jersey 

Our sixth annual banquet was held on 
Thursday evening, April 24, at the New¬ 
ark Athletic Club. The topic of the eve¬ 
ning was concurrent with the times 
and brought much interest and friendly 
discussion of America’s part in the world 
picture of today. Max Brauer, former 
mayor of a large German city and for 
ten years a member of the Prussian Sen¬ 
ate, told us of "Hitler and the European 
Volcano.” Dr. Brauer was opposed to 
Hitler's policies in Germany and had to 
seek refuge in France. Later he spentsome 
time in China on behalf of the League of 
Nations. He was, therefore, a man well 
qualified to bring us the fascinating story 
of Nazidom. 

Following Dr. Brauer’s exciting ac¬ 
count, Robert G. Caldwell, Dean of 
Humanities at the Institute, told us of the 
“Significance of Pan-Americanism To¬ 
day,” another topic currently of interest 
to every American. Dr. Caldwell was 
admirably suited to speak on this topic, 
having been the United States minister 
in Bolivia, in addition to having a broad 
background as an educator, fie holds 
honorary degrees from many universities 
and served on the faculties of several 
other universities before joining M.I.T. 
He now serves as chairman of the Divi¬ 
sion of Cultural Relations among the 
American Republics. 

Robert E. Wilson T6, President of 
Pan American Petroleum and Transport 
Company, was our toastmaster. He kept 

(») 


activities well on the positive side of 
amusement and interest for us. — August 
P. Munning’22, Secretary, Munning and 
Munning, Inc., 202 Emmett Street, New¬ 
ark, N.J. Freeman B. Hudson, Jr.,'34, 
Assistant Secretary, Colgate- Palmolive- 
Peet Company, 105 Hudson Street, Jersey 
City, N.J. Newton S. Fostbr’28, Assist¬ 
ant Secretary, 73 Daniel Avenue, Ruther¬ 
ford, N.J. 

Technology Club of St. Louis 

Alumni joined with the city of St. 
Louis in welcoming and entertaining the 
American Chemical Society conventioners 
from April 7 to 11. The convention was 
large and very successfully handled. The 
M.I.T. luncheon, held in conjunction 
with the meeting, was well attended. 
Eighty-nine Alumni enjoyed the informal 
after-luncheon remarks of the Institute's 
Ernst A. Hauser, Associate Professor of 
Chemical Engineering, and Arthur A. 
Blanchard'98, Professor of Chemistry. 
Joe Mares'24, President of the Club, 
acted as toastmaster. Professor Hauser 
commented on the recent and future ac¬ 
tivities of the Institute. Many of his com¬ 
ments were restrained by defense secrecy. 

A reorganization of the Club is now in 
progress. The goal is greater attendance 
and more interest in the meetings. A di¬ 
rectory of the 225 Alumni in the St. 
Louis district is being compiled. We feel 
that such a directory will be of considera¬ 
ble value toward progress and permanency 
of the Club. — Delwin M. Campbell, 
Jr., '36, Secretary, Monsanto Chemical 
Company, St. Louis, Mo. 

Springfield, III., Alumni 

We are indebted to Ralph H. Crosby 
'07 for the information that a group of 
Alumni got together for a very pleasant 
dinner at the Leland Hotel in Springfield 
on April 1. Those present included Ralph 
H. Crosby'07, James B. Noble’10, Archie 
A. Booth'14, EugeneS. Clark'21, Myron 
K. Lingle’22, Wayne W. Wells'23, Gor¬ 
don E. Powers'34, and Leonard D. Mi¬ 
lano'26. Guests at the dinner were W. W. 
Towle, pastor of the local First Congre¬ 
gational Church; Dr. John G. Meyer, 
whose son, Corwin H., is now at Tech¬ 
nology in the Class of '43; and Crosby's 
son, Edwin S., who operated the pro¬ 
jector. 

After dinner, H. Langdon Robinson, a 
major in the local Reserve Officers’ Train¬ 
ing Corps, came in to see the movies. He 
is a Dartmouth '18 man. —Altogether a 
pleasant evening was experienced, espe¬ 
cially with the excellent movies sent 
from the Institute. Some of the older 
men enjoyed seeing the old Rogers Build¬ 
ing and such. — Dr. Meyer has invited 
the group to his home for a late June 
meeting. 
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Washington Society of the M.I.T. 

The Society held its March meeting on 
the twenty-first at 5:30 p.m. at the Y.W. 

C. A. Augustus E. Giegengack, public 
printer of the United States, gave a de¬ 
tailed and interesting report. He proved 
himself a master at the difficult job of 
keeping interest while citing facts and 
figures. The volume of work handled in 
the government printing office and the 
requirements as to speed were eye openers. 
Without any previous notice, the office 
must be prepared to produce the Congres¬ 
sional Record, whether it covers ten 
pages or three hundred, starting immedi¬ 
ately at the close of session of Congress 
for the day and putting the printed copies 
into the hands of Congress by the follow¬ 
ing morning. 

Where it has been necessary to let 
work by contract, prices have averaged 
20 per cent above cost in the government 
rinting office, running from 30 per cent 
elow to 200 per cent above government 
cost for the various bids. Mr. Giegen¬ 
gack's description of the five-year ap¬ 
prentice system and the printing school 
conducted by expert teachers collected 
from all over the country was most inter¬ 
esting. The value of the talk was indi¬ 
cated by the numerous questions ensuing 
at the close of it. 

The following M.I.T. men and guests 
enjoyed the excellent meal and the talk: 
Granville H. Parks '87, C. Leonard Brown 
’ 88 , John G. Crane'90, Proctor L. 
Dougherty’97, Martin Boyle’98, Claude 
E. Patch'02, Hewitt Crosby’03, Merton 

L. Emerson'04, Amasa M. Holcombe 
'04, George H. Shaw’04, George N. 
Wheat'04, Alfred E. Hanson T4, Aubrey 

D. Beidelman'15, John W. Conover’15, 
Horace M. Baxter'17, Lawrence W. 
Conant'21, William K. MacMahon'22, 
George D. Fife'24, Harry B. Swett'25, 
John G. Fletcher’26, Theodore L. Soo- 
Hoo’26, Mary O. Soroka'26, Donald F. 
Horton'27, Frederick W. Willcutt’27, 

M. Waldo Keyes'28, Oliver G. Green 
’30, Frederick M. Moss’32, John A. 
Robertson’32, Charles M. Thayer’32, 
Roger J. Zampell’32, Maxwell D. V. 
Millard’33, George E. Wuestefeld’34, 
George V. Schliestett’36, George B. 
Hunter, Jr.,'37, Blake M. Loring'37, 
and Morton A. Copeland'40. 

The Society held its most successful 
annual dinner and ladies’ night on April 
18 at the Columbia Country Club, Chevy 
Chase, Md. From the usual preliminaries 
before dinner right through to the final 
moment, we enjoyed one of those rare 
good times that will be looked back upon 
for a long while to come. The ladies’ 
night committee, consisting of Larry 
Conant’21, chairman, Harry Grant'00, 
Mrs. Parker Dodge’16, Bill Mehaffey’17, 
Bill MacMahon'22, Bob Thulman’22, 
and Mary Soroka'26, is to be heartily 
congratulated on the excellence of the 
entire party. Harry Grant had done such 
an outstanding job in leading the singing 
last year that he was naturally elected to 
carry on this year. The way he can bring 
out the warmer side of Tech men is re¬ 
markable. All of us enjoyed “Take Me 


Back to Tech," “Retrospection” (“Oh, 
Tech as I look back to thee”), “A Stein 
Song,’’ “Shine on Harvest Moon,” 
“Smile the While,” "Down by the Old 
Mill Stream” (with gestures), and many 
more of the old familiar songs. A glance 
at President Compton would convince 
anyone that he, too, was enjoying the 
convivial spirit. 

Mert Emerson '04 presided in the genial 
manner befitting his office and the occa¬ 
sion. Sixty-six guests were present. The 
menu left little to be desired and reflected 
favorably on the Columbia Country 
Club. Dr. Compton told us briefly how 
Technology was assuming its obligations 
in national defense in the extension of its 
research work, its training of specialists 
for different metallurgical industries, and 
in the expansion of its staff to care for 
the doubling of its normal activity. We 
appreciate very much his effort to be with 
us for the second time this year. — Proc¬ 
tor Dougherty introduced some of the 
newcomers, including our three lady 
engineers, Mrs. Parker Dodge, Miss 
Mary Soroka, and Miss M. Elsa Gardner 
’33. 

Henry Randall, Jr., '31, an Honorary 
Secretary, read a letter from our Washing¬ 
ton scholarship holder giving the low- 
down on M.I.T. in a delightful, frank 
expression from the point of view of an 
undergraduate. Henry announced accept¬ 
ance of the following to serve as Honor¬ 
ary Secretaries for Washington: Proctor 
L. Dougherty'97, term to expire in 1946; 
William K. MacMahon’22, 1945; Henry 
D. Randall, Jr., '31, 1944; Flewitt Crosby 
'03, 1943; and Edward D. Merrill'09, 
1942. 

Our guest speaker, Richard Gardner 
Casey, His Majesty’s Minister, Common¬ 
wealth of Australia, gave an inspiring 
talk on the world situation. Educated as 
an engineer, he began in the language of 
an engineer but, gradually losing himself 
in his enthusiasm for the democratic 
cause, he lapsed into the language of a 
statesman. Mr. Casey made a case for 
close co-operation between Australia and 
our country now and after the war, with 
particular emphasis upon the latter. We 
are certain that he left with the cordial 
friendship and warm wishes of all present. 
A nation with such a representative need 
have little concern regarding its growing 
friendship with others. 

The following additional Technology 
men and guests participated in this 
delightful evening: Mr. and Mrs. George 
W. Stone'89, John G. Crane'90, James 
Swan'91 and Miss Swan, J. Earlston 
Thropp, Jr., '94, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. 
Clary'96, Harry G. Hamlet'96, Mr. and 
Mrs. Marshall O. Leighton'96, Mr. and 
Mrs. Proctor L. Dougherty'97, Frederick 
A. Hunnewell'97, Lyman F. Hewins’98, 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry L. Grant’00, Mr. 
and Mrs. Harry C. Morris '00, W. Lorrain 
Cook'03, Mr. and Mrs. Merton L. Emer¬ 
son'04, Amasa M. Holcombe'04, Parker 
Dodge’07, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin W. James 
'07, Edward D. Merrill'09, Mr. and Mrs. 
Alfred E. Hanson'14, Mr. and Mrs. 
William C. Mehaffey’17, William A. 
Sullivan T7, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Low 


T 8 , Albert F. Murray T 8 , Dr. and Mrs. 
A1 F. O'Donnell'19, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lawrence W. Conant’21, Kenneth Ber¬ 
nard'22, Mr. and Mrs. George R. Hop¬ 
kins'22, Mr. and Mrs. William K. Mac¬ 
Mahon’22, Francis P. Sammett’22, Karl 

E. Schoenherr’22, George M. Tapley'24, 
Harry B. Swett’25, Mr. and Mrs. John A. 
Plugge’29, Mr. and Mrs. Albert F. Bird 
'30, Mrs. Mario V. Caputo (’31), Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry D. Randall, Jr.,'31 and 
Mrs. Frances Randall, G. Bowditch 
Hunter, Jr.,'37, Mrs. Salter, and Thomas 
J. Wells. — Oliver G. Green '30, Secre¬ 
tary , 11408 Georgia Avenue Extended, 
Silver Spring, Md. William K. Mac¬ 
Mahon’22, Review Secretary , Rosslyn 
Gas Company, 3240 Wilson Boulevard, 
Arlington, Va. 

CLASS NOTES 


1887 

By the time these notes are in your 
hands the time will be here to get ready 
for the annual class dinner and the inter¬ 
esting exercises of Alumni Day in Cam¬ 
bridge. In recent years the dinner has 
been held on the Sunday preceding 
Alumni Day, and in the absence of any 
advices to the contrary the same proce¬ 
dure has been adopted this year. This 
arrangement means that you should 
plan to be on deck on Sunday, June 8 . 
When you get your summons to this 
happy event, just act on the advice of our 
late classmate, Freeman Crosby, and 
“Think it over, don't say no." 

Your Secretary neglected to state that 
last spring our former classmate, Arthur 
S. Williams (later ’ 88 ), wrote that he had 
run across a large photograph of a group 
of about sixty men of the Society of the 
Class of '87, posed at the rear entrance 
of the then new building on Newbury 
Street. He said he would donate the pic¬ 
ture to the Class should they desire it 
for their archives. The offer was accepted 
with thanks, but before the delivery 
could be effected the donor passed away. 
Very few of the group are now living, 
three having passed away within the past 
few months. Among the more prominent 
we recognize George Otis Draper, John 
Shortall, Jerry Thompson, Morton Cobb, 
Spegee Spaulding, Seedy Underhill, George 
Davenport, Fred Field Bullard (whose 
music to the immortal “Stein Song” will 
ever remain a Technology classic), Henry 
Souther, and many others too numerous 
to mention. This group picture will be 
a leading feature of the annual dinner. 
Quite a few men are still unidentified. 

The only man to contact the Secretary 
during the past month has been Herb Wil¬ 
cox, one of the Secretary's stanchest sup¬ 
porters and staff correspondents. Herb 
writes that he will probably not come 
east this season, as he was here last year. 
Therefore we cannot expect to meet him 
in June, but we hope to see him at our 
fifty-fifth, which is only another year 
away. 

Once again your Secretary calls atten¬ 
tion to the lack of news from our fellows 
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and urgently requests that each and every 
one drop a note to him at least once a year. 
The news would be welcomed by all and 
would be a big help to a despairing Secre¬ 
tary. We hope for a wider range of topics 
in our next column.— Nathaniel T. 
Very, Secretary , 15 Dearborn Street, Salem, 
Mass. 

1888 

Fifty-six years ago, in the days when 
we drilled in the gymnasium on Exeter 
Street, we had four Moores in the Class, 
E. B., F. A., G. D., and H. C. Your Secre¬ 
tary is very glad to say that he has just 
received a letter from E. B., or Ernest 
Burleigh, 24 Rural Avenue, Medford, 
Mass. He says if I met him on the street, 
I would probably recognize him easily. 
Many people say he has not changed 
much. I am sure I would know him, as 
he must talk just the way he writes — 
full of life and vivacity. He says that 
Alfred Sawyer used to call on him now 
and then and tell him of things going on 
at Technology. Ernest has been a trustee 
of estates for almost fifty years, with his 
spare time given up to civic affairs and 
seeing the world. He is president of the 
Lawrence Memorial Hospital of Medford 
and has been chairman of the trustees 
of the Medford Public Library for over 
thirty years, as well as chairman of the 
advisory committee of the Medford Home 
for Aged Men and Women. He was born 
in Lisbon, Maine, and still has the old 
home there where six generations of his 
family have lived. He has three children 
and seven grandchildren. He says he 
remembers most of the men mentioned 
in the ’88 class notes in The Review and 
enjoys reading about them, which does 
not lower him in your Secretary's estima¬ 
tion. Ernest has met many '88 men at 
different times and places, and once while 
on a cruise met John Runkle, who knew 
him, though Moore could not quite place 
John. We know that many ’88 men will 
remember "Moore, E. B.” all the way 
from the old days, and we are very glad 
to have heard from him after all these 
years. 

The Boston Herald ran the following 
item about our classmate, Nate Bow- 
ditch : “Among Framingham’s well-to-do 
farmers is Nathanial I. Bowditch, for 
50 years a trustee of Massachusetts State 
College under eight governors. Chairman 
of the Middlesex county commissioners, 
he is president of the county extension 
service, chairman of the Framingham 
park commission and vice-president of 
the Union Hospital." 

The Secretary and his family have been 
touring New Jersey for several months, 
from Lake Hopatcong and the Ramapo 
Mountains on the north to Atlantic City 
on the south, and from Haddonfield on 
the west to Asbury Park on the east. One 
day’s trip took us through pine barrens, 
sassafras lands, and cranberry bogs; near 
the ruins of old bog-iron foundries, paper 
mills, and glass works; to Ong’s Hat, 
Double-Trouble, and Mount Misery; to 
the skyscrapers of Atlantic City; and back 
through Lebanon State Forest, where the 
highway is straighter than the Newbury- 


port Turnpike, with one level stretch of 
nine miles without a house. — Bertrand 
R. T. Collins, Secretary, Chebeague 
Island, Maine. Sanford E. Thompson, 
Assistant Secretary, Thompson and Licht- 
ner Company, Inc., 620 Newbury Street, 
Boston, Mass. 

1890 

The Secretary regrets having to record 
the loss of two more of our classmates, 
Frank L. Chase and Warren F. Daniell. 
Those who attended our fiftieth reunion 
will be happy to have the memory of 
Frank as he talked with us there, and 
will recall how he told us that, when he 
could not get a job, he offered to work 
for nothing. Having learned how to con¬ 
centrate through four years of previous 
labor, he finished his Course at the Insti¬ 
tute in three years. 

According to the Dallas Times Herald 
Chase was construction engineer for the 
New York Central System Railroad and 
had charge of eight gas companies in 
Ohio before he became connected with 
the Lone Star Gas Company, of which he 
was vice-president. "A leader in gas- 
conservation, he overcame the 1922 
shortage by utilizing theretofore wasted 
casing-head gas, considered a major inno¬ 
vation in the industry. As president of the 
Community Natural Gas Co., which he 
helped to organize to serve small towns, 
Chase saw the number of towns served 
grow from less than 50 to more than 300. 
In May, 1940, he was honored as the 
grand old man of the natural gasoline 
division of the International Petroleum 
Exposition at Tulsa.” One of our many 
successful men, Chase retired in 1939, 
having been president, chairman of the 
board, or vice-president of a large num¬ 
ber of organizations. Vacationing in 
Florida, he fell and broke his hip. He was 
returning to Dallas when he died on the 
train at Memphis on April 1. 

Warren Fisher Daniell, who died on 
March 18, was with us in our freshman 
year. He then went to China on a sailing 
ship and later studied in Germany. His 
home was at Franklin, N.H., and from 
a local newspaper we learn that he was 
in the paper business for some time and 
had been a trustee of trust funds, a trustee 
of the Franklin Savings Bank and the 
public library, director of the Franklin 
National Bank, a food administrator 
during the war, and that he was also 
much interested in photography and 
moose hunting. Of recent years he had 
spent his winters in Santa Barbara, Calif. 

It is mightly pleasing to note in the 
preliminary report of the M.I.T. Alumni 
Fund that '90 stands third in the percent¬ 
age of the Class contributing and second 
in amount per capita. — Francis W. 
Crosby has retired and sends his address 
as 4500 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Your Assistant Secretary and his wife 
spent February and March in Florida, mo¬ 
toring about seeing the high spots and 
visiting in Sarasota and Palm Beach. 
Returning through the Carolinas and 
Virginia, they enjoyed the many famous 
gardens and historic mansions. Your 
Assistant Secretary was able to gratify 


a long-felt desire to visit the various 
southern colleges and universities whose 
graduates he, as dean of the Graduate 
School, had the pleasure of welcoming. 

An announcement has been received 
that Fred Swanton has become associated 
with Nelson Moore at 1524 K Street, 
Northwest, Washington, D.C., "in the 
practice of law, specializing in patent and 
trade mark causes and matters involving 
trade regulation and unfair competition.” 
Fred writes that he and the family are in 
the best of health. 

Those of us who remember George 
Orrok'89 in our freshman year were in¬ 
terested in his letter from Panama which 
appeared in the '89 notes of the March 
Review. Now back in New York, he 
writes that the climate in the Zone is 
the best he has ever found. 

Under the heading “Salute to Luck,” 
a recent issue of This Week magazine had 
a picture of Whitney at work in his lab¬ 
oratory, and the caption: "A chance 
headache led Dr. Whitney to his great 
fever cure.” — At recent Technology 
banquets in Washington ’90 has been 
represented by Crane and Poland, and in 
New York by Du Pont and Whitney. — 
Georoe A. Packard, Secretary, 50 Con¬ 
gress Street, Boston, Mass. Harry M. 
Goodwin, Assistant Secretary, Room 
4-136, M.I.T., Cambridge, Mass. 

1895 

Time changes many things; this fact 
is well recognized in the various changes 
made in our class officers during the past 
year. The office of Class Agent — estab¬ 
lished to cover solicitation and collec¬ 
tion of funds — was formerly held by 
Tom Booth. The job has now fallen to 
Eugene H. Clapp of 213 Congress Street, 
Boston. Gene always does a good job in 
everything he undertakes. He is interested 
in Technology as well as the Class and 
deserves the co-operation of all class mem¬ 
bers. To those who have not heard or do 
not understand the duties of Class Agent, 
it may be well to remind you of his re¬ 
sponsibility for enlisting your interest in 
yearly subscriptions to the Alumni 
Fund. This plan is in lieu of past intermit¬ 
tent financial drives. General drives for 
funds are a matter of the past. Give 
whatever you can when Gene asks. We 
want every man on the ’95 roll. If in 
doubt at any time, write to Gene. 

Since John H. Gardiner has retired 
from active duty with the Graybar Elec¬ 
tric Company, he is devoting most of his 
time to travel, thus losing active contact 
with the '95 boys in and around New 
York City. John has resigned his assistant 
secretaryship and has asked Fred B. 
Cutter to take over. Fred knows all of 
the boys and has the interest of the Class 
at heart. Cutter has kindly agreed to 
help, and you can always find him at his 
place of business at 50 Church Street, 
New York City. 

You may recall Gerard Swope’s ap¬ 
pointment by Fiorello H. La Guardia, 
mayor of New York, as chairman of the 
New York City Housing Authority. 
Your Secretary has just received from 
Swope a copy of the seventh annual report 
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of this authority. The report is a fascinat¬ 
ing and instructive story of the wonderful 
work being done under his supervision. 
We learn from the New York Times that 
Swope has resigned the presidency of the 
Westchester County Park Commission 
because of the “pressure of other duties.” 
Gerard held this position for a number of 
years. 

Many of our Class are being identified 
with the defense emergency. We learn that 
Rudolf F. Haffenreffer has been in confer¬ 
ence with naval officials relative to the 
possibility of building additional ships 
at the Bristol, R.I., yards of the Herre- 
shoff Manufacturing Company, of which 
he is president. Several years ago Haffen¬ 
reffer acquired control of this famous 
old shipyard, and there built America’s 
cup defenders as well as many other 
smaller sailing craft. Recently he has 
been working on small vessels for the 
Navy, and we assume he is seeking alloca¬ 
tion of some of the other small ships for 
which an appropriation was recently 
made. 

Haffenreffer has a finger in many pies. 
For many years he headed the Utah-Apex 
Milling Company. At present he is presi¬ 
dent of the company which operates 
the huge Mount Hope bridge near Provi¬ 
dence. Several years ago he moved from 
his long-time home in Fall River, Mass., 
to a beautiful farm in Bristol. In Rhode 
Island politics he has been an associate 
of the former governor, William H. Van¬ 
derbilt. 

Andrew N. Winslow formly lived in 
Newton Center, Mass. We lost track of 
him for a while but now report him living 
at 10 Mount Vernon Square, Boston, 
Mass.— Luther K. Yoder, Secretary, 
69 Pleasant Street, Ayer, Mass. 

1896 

These notes are being dictated at the 
end of April, and any data on our class 
reunion of June 5 to 8 would be a little 
stale by the time they appeared in print 
on June 1. Replies are coming in very 
satisfactorily and present indications 
are that the attendance may come very 
close to sixty classmates, including not 
only practically all of the old stand-bys, 
but also some of the newcomers who have 
not joined in previous reunion celebra¬ 
tions. 

Billy Haseltine retired from active 
business last October as president of the 
Ripon Knitting Works in Ripon, Wis., 
and in November he and Mrs. Haseltine 
left home to spend the winter in Central 
America. The report is that they have 
been having a wonderful time, making 
their headquarters at Guatemala City, 
and were expected to arrive back home 
during the latter part of May. 

Rockwell’s trip with Mrs. Rockwell 
to visit his family in Tennessee was 
marred by an attack of intestinal flu, 
which put him to bed for a few days in 
Tennessee and necessitated their return 
by train and their shipping the automo¬ 
bile back by railroad. He now reports that 
he is well recovered and attends to his 
regular duties as a physician in Cam¬ 
bridge. 


The Secretary recently attended a men’s 
club meeting where Gene Huffman, as 
chairman of the Metropolitan District 
Commission, gave a very interesting talk 
on the recreational facilities and the 
metropolitan water supply, two of the 
many things that are in his charge. The 
talk was well illustrated by moving pic¬ 
tures. Gene and Mrs. Huffman had just 
returned from an automobile trip which 
took them as far south as New Orleans 
and enabled them to cover some of the 
scenic districts of the Appalachians. — 
Butler Ames is another man who has 
been spending some time in Florida, but 
he is now back on the job in Lowell, 
Mass. 

Henry Tozier reports that he is severing 
his connection with the Canadian Kodak 
Company, Ltd., in Toronto and is not 
certain as to just what his future move¬ 
ments may be. — Billy McAlpine in 
Washington tells of a call that he re¬ 
ceived not long ago from Jim Driscoll and 
the number of guesses that he had to make 
before he finally determined Jim’s iden¬ 
tity. Billy, as chief of engineers in the 
War Department, is particularly busy 
these days because of defense prepa- 
ations. 

George Starbuck had the misfortune 
during the winter to fall and break his 
right arm — the upper end of the hu¬ 
merus just below the head of the bone. 
The head too was split and dislocated. 
The result was that the arm had to be in 
an airplane splint above his head for 
twenty-two days, and he was in the hos¬ 
pital for over five weeks. The last word 
was that he had returned to work but 
was undergoing massaging, baking, and 
exercising to get his arm back into 
shape. 

The Secretary has received from Arthur 
Baldwin in Charlottesville, Va., a reprint 
of a lay sermon, entitled “Invitation to 
Dictators,” which he delivered to the 
First Unitarian Society in Schenectady 
in December. I believe all of us would 
agree with the sentiments expressed by 
Arthur in this sermon. 

Welles Partridge in Brooklyn went 
through a serious illness this spring, but 
at last accounts he was very much im¬ 
proved although still somewhat weak. 
This report came as a surprise, because 
when he attended the class gathering in 
New York in February he said that he 
was in good condition, though the old 
machine creaked occasionally. He prom¬ 
ises to be at our reunion only in the spirit, 
as the flesh will be too weak. 

The Secretary wishes to acknowledge 
the many kind expressions he has received 
on his retirement at M.I.T. He would 
like to correct the impression, however, 
that some have received. He is not ac¬ 
tually being retired at the present time, 
but has been given the title of professor 
emeritus and honorary lecturer and is 
continuing to carry on his teaching work 
and various other activities just the same. 
He may still be found on the job in his 
office. — Charles E Locke, Secretary, 
Room 8-109, M.I.T., Cambridge, Mass. 
John A. Rockwell, Assistant Secretary, 
24 Garden Street, Cambridge, Mass. 


1898 

A post card from Charley Hurter from 
Chihuahua Chih, Mexico, said he was 
spending the day with John Goddard, 
who has just built a home in that city. 
Charley is on a tour of the West, visiting 
old places and looking up old friends. 
He planned to reach Vancouver about 
the middle of April and to return via 
Denver. You will remember that Jack 
Goddard has been in the metallurgical 
game in Mexico for a long while. Some 
time ago he was superintendent of the 
smelter at Torrefin. He is now registered 
as of the firm of Goddard and Hunt. 

How many of us remember John Wells 
Farley, the quarterback on our freshman 
football team? He liked football too much 
to continue at M.I.T., so he migrated to 
Harvard. He is now a senior member of 
the prominent Boston law firm of Her¬ 
rick, Smith, Donald and Farley. He was 
the guest speaker at the annual joint 
meeting of the Alumni Council and the 
Faculty Club at Technology on March 
31. The meeting was devoted to the topic 
of public participation in civilian defense. 
Farley is executive director of the Massa¬ 
chusetts Committee on Public Safety. 
[See The Review, May, p. 310. Ed.] 

The following clipping from a Harris¬ 
burg, Pa., paper shows that our friend 
Weimer has not lost his interest in civic 
and national affairs: "The collection of 
scrap aluminum by Boy and Girl Scouts 
to help in the National Defense program 
is suggested in a letter to The Evening 
News by Edgar A. Weimer, Sr., 245 Seneca 
street, a consulting engineer and former 
Mayor of Lebanon. 

” ‘At your home and mine and every 
other home, there are a lot of cooking 
utensils and aluminum gadgets that are 
worn out, out-of-date, too small or too 
large for use,' Weimer writes. After the 
scrap aluminum is assembled by a Scout 
official, it would be delivered subse¬ 
quently to a manufacturer designated 
by William S. Knudsen, director of Na¬ 
tional Defense production, or the United 
States War Department, according to 
Weimer’s plan.” Incidentally, be it noted 
that Weimer was one of the first manufac¬ 
turers to use aluminum on a large scale 
at a time when its cost was five dollars a 
pound instead of the present forty cents. 

Karl Waterson has reached the age of 
sixty-five, which is the retirement age 
in the American Telephone and Tele¬ 
graph Company, but he expects to remain 
in the vicinity of his former activities 
and maintain his residence at 175 Spring- 
field Avenue, Summit, N.J. The present 
perfection of the telephone service is in 
no small measure due to the pioneering 
work of Waterson. The following is from 
a clipping from the headquarter’s maga¬ 
zine of the company: "A notable career 
in the Bell System was concluded on 
March 31, when Vice President Karl W. 
Waterson retired from the service to 
which, during a period of nearly 43 years, 
he had made outstanding contributions. 
Since May, 1937, Mr. Waterson has been 
Vice President in charge of the Depart¬ 
ment of Personnel Relations. . . . 
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“For many years, before his election 
as Vice President, Mr. Waterson had a 
leading part in the development of stand¬ 
ard Bell System methods, especially in 
the field of Traffic operations. His first 
experience . . . was in engineering 
switchboards and related central office 
equipment for the American Bell Tele¬ 
phone Company in Boston. In 1905, be¬ 
fore he was 30 years old, he was placed 
in charge of both Central Office and 
Traffic Engineering. . . . 

“As Engineer of Traffic from 1909 to 
1919, Mr. Waterson undertook direction 
of the vast job of improving and stand¬ 
ardizing Traffic operations — a job which 
covered all kinds of problems beyond 
those of a strictly engineering nature. 
Methods of handling calls, problems of 
training and supervision, improved effi¬ 
ciency of operation — these were typical 
phases of an accomplishment which, in 
no small measure, helped to pave the way 
to modern telephone service. It is impossi¬ 
ble to look at telephone service today and 
not discern the influence of Mr. Water- 
son’s leadership and judgment. 

“Later, as Assistant Chief Engineer 
and then as Assistant Vice President in 
the Department of Operation and Engi¬ 
neering, Mr. Waterson assumed responsi¬ 
bility for other phases of operations, 
including plant and general results, and 
his influence has extended well beyond 
the handling of telephone traffic and cen¬ 
tral office engineering. 

“For the last four years he has been 
actively engaged with the many questions 
involved in maintaining and improving 
the good personnel relations which have 
existed generally throughout the Bell 
System. ’K.W.,’ as he is affectionately 
known to his many friends and associates 
throughout the business, has that spirit 
of human friendliness combined with 
quiet modesty that stems from his Ver¬ 
mont background, and he occupies a very 
warm spot in the affections of all who 
know him. In business he has always been 
a leader, a counselor, and a friend, and 
in the lighter moments of recreation, 
around the bridge table or on the golf 
course, he is a delightful companion. 
As he leaves the service, there go with 
him the good wishes of friends from 
coast to coast.” 

We learn with sorrow of the death in 
December of Ernest F. Ayres. Ayres had 
for many years been proprietor of the 
Ayres Book Shop, 815 Bannock Street, 
Boise, Idaho. In 1933 he made the trip 
east for our class reunion, and it was the 
first time most of us had seen him since 
the old days when Tech was on Boylston 
Street. — Arthur A. Blanchard, Secre¬ 
tary, Room 4-160, M.I.T., Cambridge, 
Mass. 

1901 

Now that the weatherman has been 
favoring New England with some nice 
balmy zephyrs, the water will be fine at 
Swampscott, Mass., on June 6, 7, and 8. 
So even if reservations have not previ¬ 
ously been bespoken, come on anyway, 
for our one and only fortieth reunion at 
the New Ocean House on June 7 and 8. 


All the regulars and a lot more are plan¬ 
ning to be there, but if you cannot ar¬ 
range even to grace the class dinner on 
Saturday evening, June 7, then surely 
send a message to be read to your friends 
at the dinner. Your Secretary will expect 
to arrive on June 6; so forward last minute 
communications accordingly. Many who 
have a long way to come will appreciate 
the convenient accessibility of the New 
Ocean House (see directions enclosed 
with the reunion notice), but if anyone 
gets lost on the way from Boston to 
Swampscott, just phone and a rescue 
squad will set out immediately. 

A1 Higgins, President of the Florida 
Power Corporation, is expected, and we 
hope nothing will interfere with the 
long journey from St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Ed Seaver, New England manager of the 
Foster Wheeler Corporation, is also 
expected, although he has to travel only 
from Boston. Ed wrote about a year ago 
he was then “quite alive and still kick¬ 
ing.” He now reports he is “still alive 
but not kicking.” We shall be glad to 
see him, however, kicks or no kicks. 
LeRoy Backus, who lives in Seattle, 
writes that for the last two years he has 
been Pacific Coast director of the Schaef¬ 
fer Galleries, Inc., of New York, with 
headquarters at 1155 California Street, 
San Francisco. He says he divides his 
time between Seattle and San Francisco 
and, we are sorry to say, indicates he is 
not planning to attend the reunion. Ralph 
Whitman, who is rear admiral in the 
Civil Engineers’ Corps, United States 
Navy, with headquarters at 90 Church 
Street, New York City, wrote briefly 
that he presented a paper on “Navy 
Public Works and National Defense” at 
the opening meeting of the fall and win¬ 
ter season of the metropolitan section of 
the American Society of Civil Engineers. 
We should like to hear more about that 
address and are sorry his duties will not 
allow him time out for the reunion. 

Harry Folsom, who is with John A. 
Roeblings Sons Company of California at 
216 South Alameda Street, Los Angeles, 
Calif., writes he had a recent call from 
Bill Farnham, but says distance from 
California is too great to allow him to 
attend the reunion. Farnham, who is 
one of our fortunate retired members, 
also wrote from Los Angeles, where he 
was vacationing and enjoying balmy 
temperatures of 65 degrees Fahrenheit 
or thereabouts, that he expected to return 
in time for the reunion. Robert White, 
Jr., another fortunate retired classmate, 
wrote that he attended the convention 
of the American Association for the Ad¬ 
vancement of Science in Philadelphia in 
January and later took in the inaugura¬ 
tion in Washington. He plans to be at our 
reunion, which should add further spice 
for his retired status. Ed Robbins, also 
retired, wrote a friendly letter from 786 
State Street, Springfield, Mass., but stated 
he unfortunately did not feel he could 
arrange to be with us in June. Our friend 
Orville Denison'll, former Alumni Sec¬ 
retary, sent a clipping from the Worcester 
evening Gazette of February 4, captioned, 
"Shies At Having His Picture Taken, 


Offers Reason.” It carried a Washington, 
D.C., February 4 (A.P.) date line and 
was all about a story one of our class¬ 
mates told in Washington. More anon if 
our classmate gives his consent. 

Bob Derby, who for years was a vice- 
president of Niles-Bement-Pond Company 
at New York City but who retired last 
year to his farm at Williamstown, Mass., 
has gone back into harness as technical 
consultant to Brigadier General Tute, 
chief of the British Purchasing Commis¬ 
sion, charged with securing machine-tool 
equipment for the arsenals of India. 
Bob says he feels he is working in a good 
cause, but hopes he can be at the reunion. 
William J. Sayward, IV, writes briefly 
to give his address as Sayward and Logan, 
architects, 320 Palmer Building, Atlanta, 
Ga. Freeman Goodwin, who was until 
rather recently superintendent of con¬ 
struction of the United States Veterans 
Administration but who now gives his 
address as Post Office Box 326, Kenne- 
bunkport, Maine, writes he hopes to be 
with us at the reunion. Harry Chalmers 
'00, to whom reference was made in the 
February Review and who your Secretary 
continues to feel should affiliate with ’01, 
has written another of his amusing letters 
regarding the vicissitudes of inventors. 
Chalmers stated he was just recovering 
from the flu, and we regret he evidently 
does not plan to be at the reunion. 

The Alumni Office gives the following 
changes of address: Robert E. Bruce, 44 
Churchill Street, Newton, Mass. (Bruce 
has not before been listed as a member 
of '01, but we are glad to welcome him 
now to our midst); Wilford W. DeBerard, 
402 City Hall, Chicago, Ill. (see reference 
to his appointment as city engineer in 
the May Review); Joseph A. Garvin, 
1476 Penn Street, Denver, Colo.; Carl A. 
Iverson, 350 West 9th Street, Erie, Pa. 
(Iverson’s address has been on the missing 
list, and we are glad to welcome him 
back); and Harry W. Maxon (retired), 
128 Main Street, Westerly, R.I. 

We have also most regretfully to an¬ 
nounce two deaths, those of Robert W. 
Bailey (our old friend the Corporal) on 
December 23, and of James M. Hamilton 
on January 12. Ed Church looked up the 
Corporal for us when the reunion letter, 
which was sent to Bailey on March 19, 
was returned undelivered, and has just 
written that our friend had been retired 
for some time and had been living alone, 
except for his dog, at 543 Ocean Avenue, 
Brooklyn, but had been taken to the 
Brooklyn Hospital a few days before his 
death. Church said Bailey left two chil¬ 
dren, a son on the Pacific Coast and a 
married daughter in Montana. We shall 
all remember the perennial and lovable 
Corporal, and we are sorry not to have 
seen him during all the years since 
1901. 

Notice regarding James Hamilton, 
who was sixty-four when he died, was 
taken from the Cleveland Plain Dealer. 
Hamilton was an architect and a member 
of the firm of Meade and Hamilton of 
Cleveland. His death resulted from in¬ 
juries received in an automobile accident 
on December 31. The newspaper notice 
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included the following information: 
"Born at Fort Wayne, Ind., Mr. Hamil¬ 
ton attended the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and later studied at the 
Beaux Arts Institute in Paris. He traveled 
extensively abroad, and his architectural 
work here was noted for its authenticity 
of European style and design. After com¬ 
pleting his studies in Paris he returned 
here and formed the firm Meade & Hamil¬ 
ton with Frank B. Meade [ 88]. Together 
they had designed many of the finer 
residences here and in Detroit, Buffalo, 
and other middle western cities. While 
specializing in residential design, the 
firm had also planned the Cleveland Club, 
now the Tudor Arms Hotel, the Mayfield, 
Shaker Heights and Kirtland Country 
Club houses. 

"Mr. Hamilton was a member of the 
Union Club, the Mayfield Country Club 
and the Hermit Club. Surviving Mr. 
Hamilton, who was a bachelor, are two 
brothers, Walter and Edmund, both of 
Chicago. His residence was at the Alcazar 
Hotel.” — Roger W. Wight, Secretary , 
The Travelers Fire Insurance Company, 
Chapman Building, Portland, Maine. 
Willard W. Dow, C.P.A., Assistant 
Secretary , 66 Kensington Lane, Swamp- 
scott. Mass. 

1906 

These notes are being compiled on 
April 23, at which time the Secretary is 
busy with his arrangements for the 
thirty-fifth reunion. In connection with 
these arrangements, we have picked a few 
items of interest. We received this letter, 
dated March 4, from George Hobson. 
George is now a lieutenant colonel in the 
United States Army. "... I have been 
moved again. The Army seems to take de¬ 
light in shifting us around. So now I 
am functioning as director, Officers’ De¬ 
partment, Quartermaster School, Schuyl¬ 
kill Arsenal, Philadelphia, Pa. We are 
running two-month classes for National 
Guard and reserve officers. It looks as 
if our special class No. 7 will not be 
graduated until June 15; hence, I may 
not be able to get away for the reunion, 
June 7 to 9, but will certainly try to do so. 
If I can't make it this time, I'll absolutely 
get to the next five-year reunion in 1946, 
because I'll reach the retirement age in 
1944 (how time flies), and my time will 
be my own.” 

Ralph Patch wrote on March 5 from 
Winterport, Fla.: “It seems quite like 
home to hear, as I write this, 'Tonight 
is a good night to go to Howard John¬ 
son's for fried clams.’ This statement re¬ 
fers to the restaurant opened in Orlando 
a month ago. I believe I told you that 
Mrs. Patch and Alma came here early in 
December. I left home on February 20 
and expect to get back around April 1. 
December and January were, in general, 
cold and wet. So was February. On March 
1 our thermometer said 33 degrees Fahren¬ 
heit, but ice formed on the birdbaths in 
the neighborhood. However, the usual 
schedule of golf three times a week seems 
to work out. The usual alibi — I play for 
exercise — the more shots, the more 
exercise." 


Henry Ginsburg replied to our reunion 
questionnaire from 929 North Atlantic 
Avenue, Daytona Beach: "To be there 
until about the middle of April; stopped 
at Hot Springs and New Orleans en 
route." —Percy Tillson wrote: “I shall 
not make the reunion but hope to see you 
in the fall, when I expect to take my 
youngest son to Boston to enter M.I.T. 
with the Class of '45. The older boy was 
not attracted to engineering and is now in 
the class of '43 at Dartmouth.” 

Only two members of the Class, Frank 
Benham and your Secretary, showed up 
at the annual midwinter meeting in 
Cambridge. The subject of the talk was 
the Balkans, and subsequent events have 
proved that the speaker was a pretty good 
prophet. — On February 28, Harold Coes 
was elected vice-president of Ford, Bacon 
and Davis. 

The Secretary noted with interest the 
returns of the Alumni Fund and feels that 
the Class made a very satisfactory show¬ 
ing under the direction of the Class Agent, 
Henry Darling. Classmates will note the 
letter for the second year of the Fund 
stated that the Class Agent was recuper¬ 
ating on a southern cruise. Readers will 
be interested to know that Henry is back 
in Boston after a trip to Mexico and is 
much improved by his vacation. 

Stewart Coey reports the death of 
Herbert Terrell at Cranford, N.J., on 
March 24. Terrell had been in ill health 
for some time. He was a graduate of 
Course II and for a number of years had 
been in the air conditioning business. — 
James W. Kidder, Secretary, Room 802, 
50 Oliver Street, Boston, Mass. Edward 
B. Rowe, Assistant Secretary, 11 Cushing 
Road, Wellesley Hills, Mass. 

1907 

On April 19, I received a night letter 
from Carl J. Trauerman stating that 
Albert E. Wiggin died suddenly on the 
morning of April 18 of a heart attack at 
the Finlen Hotel in Butte, Mont. Since 
1907 Albert had been employed by one 
company, the Anaconda Copper Mining 
Company, where he served successively 
as sampler, concentration engineer, super¬ 
intendent of concentration, superintend¬ 
ent of the reduction department at Great 
Falls, and since 1929 as metallurgical 
manager of reduction departments in 
Montana. He is survived by his widow, 
a married daughter (Wellesley College 
class of '35), and an eighteen-year-old 
son. Another son died in 1933 at the age 
of twenty-three. Albert was a loyal 
alumnus and an interested and co-opera¬ 
tive '07 man, a real success in professional, 
family, and community life. I wrote a 
note of sympathy on behalf of the Class 
to Mrs. Wiggin, whose address is 19 
Smelter Hill, Great Falls, Mont. 

Carl wrote me that he was talking 
with Albert in the hotel on the night 
before his death, and he said he had 
never felt better in his life. He and his 
wife had just returned from a six-week 
vacation trip to Honolulu. The funeral 
was at the First Congregational Church 
in Great Falls on April 21. The church 
was filled long before the hour set for the 


services, and hundreds stood in the streets. 
Stores, banks, city and county offices, 
restaurants, and many other establish¬ 
ments were closed. 

C. F. Kelley, chairman of the board of 
the Anaconda Company, as quoted in the 
Montana Standard published in Butte on 
April 19, said: "The sudden death of 
Albert E. Wiggin came as a great shock 
to all of us who have been associated with 
him for many years. . . . Mr. Wiggin 
combined rare talents as a technician, 
manager and business executive. He was 
endowed with a personality that endeared 
him to all who knew him. He was not 
only a valued executive of the company, 
but he took an active interest in the civic 
life of Great Falls where he resided for 
many years. He was likewise untiring in 
his efforts to promote the welfare and 
safety of the employees of the plants 
under his management. ..." 

The same issue of the newspaper, under 
Great Falls news, said: "The death of 
Albert E. Wiggin in Butte sent this com¬ 
munity, of which he was one of the most 
distinguished and public-spirited citizens, 
into mourning. Throughout this 'Electric' 
city the passing of Mr. Wiggin is felt as a 
keen loss. In all walks of life expressions 
of respect and sorrow were heard, for Mr. 
Wiggin had given unselfishly of his time 
and effort toward the betterment of the 
community in which he made his home. 
Labor, business men, and Great Falls 
executives recalled his contributions in 
public service, and voiced grief at his 
passing. 

“Mr. Wiggin was a director of the 
First National Bank of Great Falls. He 
was a past president of the Great Falls 
Rotary club and the Chamber of Com¬ 
merce. He was particularly active in 
school progress in the ‘Electric’ city, 
having served for many years as a mem¬ 
ber and as chairman of the school board. 
During his service on the board the new 
high school was erected and many of the 
school buildings of the city remodeled. 
He also was a member of the Anaconda 
and Great Falls Country clubs and the 
Montana club at Helena. He served for 
many years on the Salvation Army ad¬ 
visory board, the Y.M.C.A. directorate, 
Red Cross, and was a member of the First 
Congregational Church. 

"He was known as an ardent sports fan. 
He was a director of the Great Falls 
recreation association and the Great Falls 
athletic council. He was particularly ac¬ 
tive in boosting Montana bowling. A 
busy man in his vocation, he gave un- 
stintingly of his time and energy over a 
long period to the development of the 
Great Falls community. He was active in 
every endeavor for the upbuilding of his 
city. He was friend and counsellor for 
hundreds in all walks of life.” 

Francis L. Sellew, III, died in Natick, 
Mass., on April 12. He had been with the 
Massachusetts State Department of Pub¬ 
lic Works for thirty years and since 1931 
had been engineer in charge of the water 
division of that department. He was a 
widower, and is survived by a son, Fran¬ 
cis B. '35, a naval architect at Newport 
News, Va., and by a son Philip, who 


Plan to Attend Alumni Day, June 9; See Reunion Program on pages 334 and 335 
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holds a similar position at the Boston 
Navy Yard. 

Bert Day Johnson, X, at the Institute 
from 1904 to 1906, died on February 16, 
according to word received from his sis¬ 
ter, Miss Emily Johnson, of 315 Delaware 
Avenue, Pittston, Pa., to whom I wrote 
a letter of sympathy. He was a graduate 
of Princeton University in 1901, with a 
B.A. degree. He was a milk chemist in the 
pure foods division of the United States 
Department of Agriculture at Washing¬ 
ton from 1910 until the midsummer of 
1913, when he suffered such a severe sun¬ 
stroke that he was an invalid the rest of 
his life. 

In March word was received from Mrs. 
Lyne, R.F.D. 4, Nicholasville, Ky., of 
the death on August 30 of her husband, 
William Lyne, VI, who attended the 
Institute from 1904 to 1906, coming from 
Kentucky State College. Although I 
wrote to Mrs. Lyne, I have been unable to 
secure any information regarding Wil¬ 
liam’s activities since 1907. 

Welcome word has been received direct 
from Orrin W. Potter, I, for the first time 
since 1907. He was with the Chicago, 
Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad 
Company from 1907 until 1913, and served 
in the United States Army from 1917 to 
1919, going overseas with the 91st Divi¬ 
sion in October, 1918, as colonel of in¬ 
fantry. Since 1913 he has been a rancher, 
operating the E. Bar L. Ranch at Green- 
ough, Mont., where he and his wife live 
with a twenty-seven-year-old daughter 
and a twenty-four-year-old son. 

In his capacity as president of the New 
Haven, Conn., Y.M.C.A., Hud Hastings, 
professor of economics at Yale University, 
introduced former President Herbert 
Hoover, who was the speaker of the eve¬ 
ning on March 28. The occasion was the 
seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding 
of the New Haven association. Hud’s in¬ 
troduction and the address were broad¬ 
cast over a nation-wide hookup. 

Lawrie Allen's second son, Richard M., 
became the father of Jane Elizabeth on 
April 9. — O. L. Peabody, our class repre¬ 
sentative on the Alumni Council, went to 
work in March for the General Printing 
Ink Company at Norwood, Mass. This is 
the plant that was formerly occupied by 
the George H. Morrill Company, where 
Peabo was assistant to the general man¬ 
ager from 1911 to 1913. — Bryant Nich¬ 
ols, Secretary , 126 Charles Street, Auburn- 
dale, Mass. Harold S. Wonson, Assist¬ 
ant Secretary, Commonwealth Shoe and 
Leather Company, Whitman, Mass. 

1908 

Our bimonthly get-together dinners at 
Walker Memorial, which were started 
again last fall, proved to be a great suc¬ 
cess. Four dinners were held with an av¬ 
erage attendance of eighteen or twenty. 
At the January dinner Joe Wattles enter¬ 
tained with a showing of Kodachrome 
stills which he had taken during his trav¬ 
els. He also showed colored stills that 
Cookie, Myron Davis, and Carter had 
taken. 

At the March dinner Matt Porosky, 
Vice-President of the Eagle Signal Cor¬ 


poration, gave an illustrated talk on 
"Flexible Progressive Traffic Control 
Systems.” Jef Beede showed some very 
interesting movies of wrestling bouts, 
horse racing, and so on. — At the May 
dinner Joe Wattles gave a repeat perform¬ 
ance showing Kodachrome stills. -— On 
February 27 the following represented '08 
at the midwinter alumni dinner: George 
Belcher, Henry Damon, George Freethy, 
and Sam Hatch. 

We are very sorry to report the death 
on April 21 of Amedeo Ferrandi, for many 
years chief draftsman of B. F. Sturtevant 
Company at Hyde Park, Mass. Although 
Ferdy had not been in the best of health 
recently, his death came as quite a shock. 
We shall all miss him at our reunions. — 
We have also learned of the death on 
March 11 of Leavitt W. Thurlow, Secre¬ 
tary-Treasurer of California Date Syrup, 
Inc., at Monrovia, Calif. — The sym¬ 
pathy of the Class is extended to the 
families of these classmates. 

Cookie recently received the following 
letter from Roger Rice: ". . . I have been 
interested in checking through the list of 
names in the ’08 roster and am pleased to 
see many I have not forgotten. You fel¬ 
lows who live within the shadow of the 
gilded dome of the Statehouse and near 
Harvard Bridge can keep your enthusiasm 
high for M.I.T. doings. Unfortunately, 
I have been away from Tech influence and 
never could get widely excited over 
alumni dues. They seemed too much like a 
racket. The present plan seems more 
equitable and businesslike, more like our 
annual fee for state registered civil engi¬ 
neers, which we pay each June 30, or else! 
As time goes on we are glad we are on the 
roll of registered civil engineers, and I 
hope I’ll feel the same way about this 
M.I.T. Alumni Fund. My last visit to 
Boston was for a short time during 1917, 
which no doubt accounts for my being 
out in the woods regarding M.I.T. alumni 
spirit. ...” 

Could any of the Class let us know the 
present address of George J. Venn or 
James D. Grant, Jr.? — We have the fol¬ 
lowing changes of address to report: G. 
William Bailey, 15 Silver Brook Road, 
Shrewsbury, N.J.; Arnold W. Heath, 4 
Cambridge Terrace, Allston, Mass.; Rich¬ 
ard W. Wilson, Park Hotel, Great Falls, 
Mont.; Oak L. Throckmorton, 1041 
North Water Street, Wichita, Kansas; 
William H. Toppan, Fibre Making Proc¬ 
esses, Inc., Tribune Tower Building, Chi¬ 
cago, Ill. — H. Leston Carter, Secretary, 
60 Batterymarch Street, Boston, Mass. 

1909 

The spring luncheon of the New York 
group took place at the Technology Club 
on April 12 with Samuel Prescott’94, 
Dean of Science, as the guest speaker. He 
told about some of the defense problems 
being worked out at the Institute and 
about the magnificent job that Dr. Comp¬ 
ton is doing. Members of the Class were 
particularly pleased to have as their guest 
one who was teaching at the Institute in 
our day. After luncheon, Professor Pres¬ 
cott got into a huddle with George 
Palmer, deputy commissioner of health in 


New York City, and when last seen they 
were leaving the Club together in a taxi 
bound for parts unknown. 

For the second time within a few weeks 
Mex Weill became a grandfather. Bob 
Weill's son, Robert Batchelder, was born 
at Jacksonville, Fla., on April 12. Bob is 
with the Commercial Investment Trust 
Corporation at Jacksonville. Mex is in¬ 
terested in Skydyne, Inc., a concern de¬ 
veloping airplane parts manufactured 
from laminated woods and plastics. 

Mrs. William Duncan Green has an¬ 
nounced the marriage of her daughter, 
Lora Jenkins, to Alfred O. Buckingham, 
Jr., on February 5 at New Rochelle, N.Y. 
Dune’s son. Bill, is now at Middlebury 
College and expects to go to M.I.T. for 
graduate work later. — Mrs. William A. 
Hinman announces the marriage of her 
daughter, Gertrude Bartlett, to Nelson C. 
Keables on April 12 at Catskill, N.Y. 
Nelson is Austin Keables’ son. — Charles 
R. Main, Secretary, 201 Devonshire Street, 
Boston, Mass. Assistant Secretaries: Paul 
M. Wiswall, Maurice R. Scharff, New 
York; George E. Wallis, Chicago. 

1911 

Thanks! That’s the simplest way to say 
it, but it is entirely inadequate. By all 
odds the highlight of our silver wedding 
anniversary on April 26 was the appear¬ 
ance of a delegation of classmates and 
their wives in midevening. They pre¬ 
sented us with a moneybag containing 
one hundred silver dollars from you and 
you and you, classmates! Accompanying 
it were excerpts from your letters of ap¬ 
preciation and this tribute by 191 l’s poet 
laureate, Mabel Herlihy: 

This flock of silver dollars from your Tech ’ll 
crew 

Brings loads of happy wishes to Sara and to 
you. 

From north and south and east and west, from 
"Tom, Dick, Harry, and Joe,” 

From all points of the compass, wherever Tech 
men go. 

Their gleam of happy memory comes back 
across the land, 

And each would like to be here to greet you 
hand to hand. 

A wealth of joyous wishes their stories would 
unfold 

As they hope that you and Sara sail on and reach 
your "Gold"! 

We really appreciate more than we can 
say this further evidence of your good 
will, friendship, and appreciation. Please 
come to Plymouth that first week end in 
June so Sara and I can thank you per¬ 
sonally! 

These notes will appear just about a 
week before the big event, and so it seems 
apropos to quote at once our reunion com¬ 
mittee’s slogan: "The exhilaration of a 
class reunion for two or three days will do 
you more good than a week’s vacation 
anywhere else.” Events are happening so 
fast here and abroad in these late April 
days that it's hard to make definite plans 
as far away as June 6 to 9, but as you read 
these words the time has come to figure 
out immediately, if not sooner, just when 
you can get to the Mayflower Hotel, 
Manomet Point, Plymouth, and then 
"Write to Dennie” pronto! 
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By all odds our news of the month for 
April was this bit from the Carolinas: 
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Byers announced 
the marriage of their daughter, Reta Ada, 
to Emmonsjoseph Whitcomb on Saturday 
the twelfth of April at Charleston, S.C. 
The card accompanying the announce¬ 
ment stated that the Whitcombs would 
be at home at 71 Bay State Road, Boston, 
after May 15. Congratulations, Emmons. 
We ll see both you and your wife at the 
reunion, I’m sure! 

April has marked the retirement of two 
more classmates from active business life: 
Lester Perrin, I and II, and Charlie Wil¬ 
liams, V. Word of Perrin's retirement 
came in the form of an address change 
from the Alumni Office. He had been for 
a number of years with the Guaranty 
Trust Company of New York in New 
York City and is now residing in Ber- 
nardsville, N.J. An Associated Press dis¬ 
patch in late March from West Orange, 
N.J., said: "Governor Charles Edison 
[T3] announced . . . the retirement of 
Charles Sumner Williams as chairman of 
the board of Thomas A. Edison, Inc., and 
as president of subsidiary corporations be¬ 
cause of ill health.” Williams had been 
connected with Edison for twenty-eight 
years, and a year ago was advanced from 
executive vice-president to chairman of 
the board. His home is in Short Hills, N.J. 

Once again Ban Hill, I, has sent me a 
copy of his annual report as president of 
the Baltimore Transit Company, and it 
particularly appeals to me because all his 
new trolleys, busses, and coaches are 
made for him here in Worcester by the 
Pullman-Standard Car Manufacturing 
Company. In his current report Ban re¬ 
iterates his belief that: "Where growing 
traffic congestion threatens heavy public 
expense for superhighways and extra 
boulevards, modern public transit vehicles 
continue to move the greatest number of 
people in the smallest number of vehicles 
in the shortest possible time with the least 
use of street space, making possible the 
continuance of community business with 
a minimum of public expense." 

We were interested to note that Jack 
Herlihy’s nephew, Francis B. '42, son of 
Frank J. T5, has been elected president of 
the M.I.T. Athletic Association for 1941- 
1942. — Recently the Boston Traveler 
carried a picture with this caption: “Bos¬ 
ton has been selected as the location for 
New England's second aviation confer¬ 
ence, May 23 and 24. Talking over plans 
. . . are . . . and J. Burleigh Cheney 
of Barrington, R.I., chairman of the New 
England Council aviation committee." 
Yes sir, our Burleigh in person, and a 
fine shot of him, too. 

A public reprimand goes to Stacy Bates, 
II, who came from Ventura, Calif., to 
Boston in early April and returned with¬ 
out getting in touch with me. You guys 
can’t do that to me; or can you? Here’s 
part of Stacy's mid-April letter: "Eve just 
arrived home from a trip to Massachusetts, 
so I think any possibility of my attending 
the reunion this year at Plymouth is 
rather definitely out. It is certainly un¬ 
fortunate that I could not have stalled my 
trip so as to have taken in the reunion, 


but unfortunately I have not yet arrived 
at the place where, if business interferes 
with pleasure, I can forget the business. I 
fully intended to give you a ring when I 
was in Boston, but as usual a lot of things 
like that went by the board. My best 
wishes to all of the members of the Class 
who find themselves able to attend the 
reunion, and particularly to yourself." 
Stacy is a member of the law firm of Sheri¬ 
dan, Orr, Bates and Barnes in Ventura. 

Paul Kellogg and his wife are planning 
to come from Montreal, and Paul is work¬ 
ing hard to bring some other classmates 
from our neighboring country. Another 
’ll man who is doing yeoman service in 
rounding ’em up is Harry Tisdale in the 
New York area. He and Grace are plan¬ 
ning to keep up their 100 per cent attend¬ 
ance record, as are every classmate and 
wife in the four-outa-four list: Obie 
Clark, Marshall and Helen Comstock, 
George Cumings, John and Mabel Her- 
lihy, Carl Richmond (his Washington 
duties for Uncle Sam may prevent his 
coming, but he’s still hopeful), O. W. 
Stewart, Emmons Whitcomb (see above), 
and yours truly, Obeedee. 

Speaking of Uncle Sam reminds me that 
his nephew, George C. Kenney, a briga¬ 
dier general in the United States Army, 
wrote me a fine letter from Wright Field, 
Dayton, Ohio, in late March, acknowl¬ 
edging my congratulations and saying: 
“I have marked the dates for the class 
reunion and will try to make it, but this 
game of mine does not permit keeping any 
definite schedule that far ahead. As you 
can realize, the job of expanding an air 
force of two thousand planes to twenty- 
five times that number is causing a lot of 
work for all of us, and my job is tougher 
than it used to be when I was cramming 
for exams and covering Technology for 
the Boston newspapers at the same time. 

"That trip of mine last spring (see ’ll 
notes in last month’s issue) was one of 
the most interesting parties I’ve been on 
since the World War. I visited practically 
every airplane, motor, propeller, and ac¬ 
cessory plant in France, toured the front 
and stopped at a number of airdromes, 
and in general got an excellent picture 
of what the country was actually doing. 
The outcome didn’t come as any surprise 
to me. If I see the gang in June, I’ll give 
you a few angles that, perhaps, you 
haven’t heard before. By that time I hope 
the situation is better than I’m afraid it 
is going to be." We sure hope you make it! 

Ted Parker, I, in charge of construc¬ 
tion for the Tennessee Valley Authority, 
with headquarters in Knoxville, where 
he and his wife reside at 135 West Hill- 
vale, is among the hopefuls for reunion 
attendance for his wife and himself, as 
he says: "If it is as good as the twenty- 
fifth, it will be very good indeed, and it 
sure sounds attractive.” For vital statis¬ 
tics he reports: "We live in Knoxville, 
Tenn., and build dams for the T.V.A. In 
between times we play golf and such el¬ 
derly sports and worry about the war. 
Son Franklin '36 has a son and, recently, a 
daughter; daughter Nancy is a freshman 
at Wellesley." — Another classmate from 
that neck of the woods, Jim Pierce at 


South Charleston, W.Va., is hoping to 
attend. — From Chicago, Ed Woodward, 
VI, writes: "As regards our coming class 
reunion, I am scared pink I shall be un¬ 
able to attend. Each year, as these affairs 
roll around, I heep hoping my ship will 
come in, but usually it turns out to be a 
rowboat, and lack of time, extra financial 
difficulties, or some other reason prevents 
my going to Boston. This year the situa¬ 
tion is complicated by the fact that I 
have two daughters being graduated, one 
from junior college and the other from 
primary school in La Grange, and these 
young ladies are going to demand a lot 
of my time around the first week in June. 
I want you to know, however, that I feel 
increasingly drawn to my classmates as 
the years accumulate since our graduation 
from M.I.T. I recognize that, by and 
large, those who attend the reunions rep¬ 
resent the cream of the crop, and I have 
a very definite and powerful urge to visit 
and get re-acquainted with them. So keep 
the literature coming, and possibly I may 
surprise myself and you by showing up at 
Plymouth, June 6 to 9.” That’s the spirit, 
Ed; I sure hope*you can make it. Ed, you 
know, is western mechanical editor for 
Railway Age, with his office at 105 West 
Adams Street in the Windy City. 

From the Alumni Office come the fol¬ 
lowing address changes: Frank Dolke, VI, 
XIII, S1829 Bernard Street, Spokane, 
Wash.; John Dunphy, 3311 Washington 
Avenue, Alexandria, Va.; Harry Lewis, 
IV, 32 Main Street, Wickford, R.I.; Alec 
Yereance, I, Winter Street and Oak Hill 
Road, Ashland, Mass. These three lost 
sheep have been found: Fred Churchill, 10 
Lancaster Street, Cambridge, Mass.; Dr. 
Victor P. Klapacs, VI, 881 Broadway, 
South Boston, Mass.; and Frank Watts, I, 
18 Exeter Street, Portland, Maine. Harry 
Tisdale reported these shifts in New York 
City: Larry Odell, XIV, now living at 404 
Riverside Drive; S. M. Ratzkoff, II, now 
at 245 East 21st Street; and Howard 
Schulze, IV, now practising architecture 
at 49 East 51st Street. Finally, Maurice 
Thompson, XIV, for years with the Bu¬ 
reau of Standards in Washington, wrote 
asking that his mailing address be 
changed to Norris, Tenn., but gave no 
further details. 

Now please re-read the reunion data 
and then make your plans to join the trek 
to Plymouth for that first week end in 
June. Help to swell our attendance — 
already well over the sixty mark — for 
our thirty-year reunion and for the silver 
anniversary of "Tech in Cambridge" on 
Alumni Day, June 9. Don’t fail me! — 
Orville B. Denison, Secretary, Chamber 
of Commerce, Worcester, Mass.; John A. 
Herlihy, Assistant Secretary, 588 River¬ 
side Avenue, Medford, Mass. 

1912 

At the M.I.T. Club of Northern New 
Jersey's annual banquet held at Newark 
on April 24, our Class was represented 
by six members, mostly from Course VI. 
They were Aurelius P. Hornor, VI, Harold 
H. Brackett, VI, Robert J. Wiseman, VI, 
Norwood A. Hall, VI, Carl Lindemann, 
Jr., V, and David J. McGrath, I. Several 
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of the men brought business friends and 
associates as guests, so we filled one good- 
sized table all by ourselves. 

There was some mention of hopes and 
plans for attending our thirty-year re¬ 
union in Boston next year, but of course 
the current uncertainty in our business 
and national affairs permits very little 
long-range planning for any of us. We 
note with interest, however, that ’ll 
is going to have an all-out thirty-year 
reunion at the Mayflower Inn, Plymouth, 
early in June this year. -— Frederick J. 
Shepard, Jr., Secretary , 125 Walnut Street, 
Watertown, Mass. David J. McGrath, 
Assistant Secretary, McGraw-Hill Publish¬ 
ing Company, Inc., 330 West 42d Street, 
New York, N.Y. 

1914 

Your Secretary was very surprised and 
pleased to receive a visit recently from 
Jim Holmes of Los Angeles. Jim, who is 
president of the firm of Holmes and Nar- 
ver, Inc., construction engineers of Los 
Angeles, had been in Washington in con¬ 
nection with projects on which his com¬ 
pany is working, and he took the occa¬ 
sion to come to Boston on his way back. 
Although Jim's organization has always 
been one of the very prominent ones in 
the Los Angeles area and has had a num¬ 
ber of important projects in the past, in¬ 
cluding a complete study of the municipal 
buildings (particularly schools) in Los 
Angeles for possible failures due to earth¬ 
quakes, the present activities of the firm 
are far beyond anything yet experienced. 
The construction work for which they 
are the engineers runs into a great many 
millions of dollars. While most of the 
work is in the California area, one large 
project is the erection of a new plant in 
Tennessee for an important aircraft com¬ 
pany. Work for the same company and 
for other aircraft companies has been done 
in California. One very large project in¬ 
volved the laying out of a whole town 
to take care of thirty thousand persons. 
This town was started from scratch in 
connection with a defense project. Army 
camps have also been included in the 
firm's activities. 

Jim said that he had seen Carl Sanborn 
just before leaving California, and that 
Carl, who is also a consulting engineer, 
had temporarily associated himself with 
a group known as Associated Engineers, 
which has been set up to take care of 
large-scale defense projects on the West 
Coast. They are now working on exten¬ 
sive, increased dock facilities at the San 
Pedro Naval Base. 

Another recent Boston visitor was 
Charlie Fiske, who was making his peri¬ 
odical rounds of his banking friends. 
Charlie reports automobile sales and time¬ 
financing at an all-time high. 

As part of an item on the commissioning 
of the U.S.S. North Carolina, the New York 
Times on April 6 carried the following 
item regarding Thomas B. Richey, United 
States Navy, Production Officer of the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard: “Captain Richey, 
who is one of the officers responsible for 
the supervision of the North Carolina's 
construction, will be attending one of his 


last ceremonies here at the commissioning 
of the battleship, for in June he is leaving 
the New York Navy Yard for Norfolk, 
Va., where he has been assigned to the 
post of manager of the navy yard there. 
Captain Richey has been at his present 
post since February, 1934, when as a 
commander he was put in charge of con¬ 
struction work here. Incidentally, Mrs. 
Richey, who maintains an important 
service in the preservation of historic mili¬ 
tary and naval battle flags, will transfer 
her shop and its activities to Norfolk.” 
The many T4 men in the New York area 
who have enjoyed Captain Richey's at¬ 
tendance at '14 dinners will miss him 
greatly. — An item in the New York Sun 
a few days after the commissioning of the 
North Carolina noted that Captain Richey 
had been the speaker of the evening before 
the Holland Society of New York on the 
subject, "National Defense and the 
Navy.” 

The Alumni Fund has gotten under way 
for its second year of existence. You ail 
should have received that snappy letter 
from Ross Dickson, and we hope that you 
replied promptly and generously. Ross is 
contributing a tremendous amount of his 
time to this Alumni Fund project. Let's 
all get behind him and keep '14 well in 
the foreground. George Whit well spoke 
recently before the Technology Club of 
Philadelphia on the Fund's activities and 
made a very persuasive argument for 
generous support. 

A recent issue of the Farm Journal and 
Farmer's Wife contained an article telling 
of the work of the milk industry in mak¬ 
ing synthetic fibers. The article, however, 
was very largely a glorification of Clarke 
Atwood's work in making these casein 
fibers. There was a picture of Clarke be¬ 
side Thomas H. Mclnnerney, President of 
the National Dairy Products Corporation. 
Hardly a felt hat is now being made that 
does not contain a mixture of Atwood's 
casein fibers. It is understood that the 
Army campaign hats are incorporating 
it to a considerable extent. The fibers are 
now being used in rugs and suits. They 
are supposed to be very tough and to take 
dye well. The economic possibilities to 
tbe farmer of using excess skim milk are 
expected to be tremendous. Already au¬ 
thorities estimate that the new fibers de¬ 
veloped under Atwood's direction are 
salvaging over forty million pounds of 
skim milk a year. It would not be sur¬ 
prising if before the end of the current 
year one hundred million pounds of milk 
would be required for the fibers. These 
figures begin to assume the magnitude of 
the poundage of tomatoes required by our 
President, Buck Dorrance, in his well- 
known product. 

A very interesting letter has been re¬ 
ceived from Lucian Burnham, a lieuten¬ 
ant colonel stationed with an engineering 
organization of the Marine Corps at the 
naval station at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 
Burnham states that the work of his out¬ 
fit has been the clearing of a large area. 
In a short period of time a piece of almost- 
jungle ground was cleared and converted 
into a camp caring for about ten thousand 
men under canvas. Most of the unit has 


now been returned to the United States, 
and Burnham expects to be back before 
long. He has had, however, the unfortu¬ 
nate experience of breaking a leg and be¬ 
ing laid up for a while. Fortunately the 
break was not serious and except for the 
inconvenience in getting around did not 
confine him to quarters. Burnham writes 
that the breaking of his leg occurred 
while playing volleyball, and that hence¬ 
forth he is off exercise for life. 

Last call for Alumni Day! We hope to 
meet you in Cambridge on Monday, June 
9. Remember that the class meeting is 
called for 5:00 p.m. that day at the Hotel 
Statler. — H. B. Richmond, Secretary, 
General Radio Company, 30 State Street, 
Cambridge, Mass. Charles P. Fiske, As¬ 
sistant Secretary, 1775 Broadway, New 
York, N.Y. 

1915 

Alumni Day is Monday, June 9, and I 
hope that many of you will come back for 
your annual- visit to the Institute on that 
day. The Class invites you all —- families, 
friends, and guests — to a class cocktail 
arty at the Hotel Statler, Boston, Mon- 
ay afternoon from 4:00 to 7:00. It is all 
free, so be sure to come and bring the 
ladies. Even though you are not going to 
the alumni dinner, come to the class party 
and renew old friendships. 

In New York recently I talked with 
some of the boys, and we arranged a class 
dinner and movie party for Friday, May 
16. In Philadelphia I had lunch with 
Herb Anderson, Henry Daley, and Gene 
Place, and with their help arranged a 
class luncheon on Saturday, May 17. De¬ 
tailed reports of these two meetings will 
be in the July class notes. 

At a recent meeting of the Technology 
Club of Philadelphia our own Henry 
Daley was made vice-president. Our con¬ 
gratulations to Henry, and best wishes! 
From the way he worked on our reunion 
committee, I know he can do a good job 
there. Present at the meeting were these 
classmates: Ed Whiting, Henry Daley, 
Gene Place, Herb Anderson, Lawrence 
Bailey, Greville Haslam, and Frank 
Scully, who was visiting there at the 
time. 

Incidentally, to assure success for the 
Philadelphia and New York class parties, 
George Rooney attended from Boston. — 
When I am traveling in distant cities I try 
to call as many classmates as time per¬ 
mits and to see the men whenever possi¬ 
ble. If I miss any of you, don't feel neg¬ 
lected. It is probably only because I was 
unable to reach you by telephone. 

In the March issue of the University of 
Southern California Alumni Review is a 
story about Ray Stringfield (who at¬ 
tended that university as well as the In¬ 
stitute) — a story headed "The Passing of 
the Little Red Schoolhouse. A Tale of the 
Royal Order of Gasoline Burners and its 
Application to our National Defense.” 
The article tells about the well-planned 
assemblies that are common in the up-to- 
date schools of today, even in rural com¬ 
munities. It continues: "The little red 
schoolhouse with its one room and un¬ 
derpaid teacher has almost disappeared. 
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In its place are fine modem buildings, 
many of them miles from any town, but 
served by fleets of motor busses that bring 
the students from miles around. . . . 

"Most of us remember that when we 
were in high school, assemblies were held 
at various times. . . . Perhaps we never 
stopped to figure out how they are ar¬ 
ranged for, but today it is quite a story 
and a big business. If the principal . . . 
had to arrange for his own programs, he 
would occasionally secure a good one, 
many not so good, and some flops. . . . 
Today a chain of assembly bureaus serves 
the schools from coast to coast, permit¬ 
ting them to select carefully chosen pro¬ 
grams presented by skilled artists, pol¬ 
ished lecturers ana authentic scientists, 
and covering the interests of every de¬ 
partment of the school. By scheduling 
these programs months in advance, and 
conserving time and mileage, even the 
smallest schools in sparsely settled areas 
can be served at a cost acceptable to their 
limited budgets and yet satisfactory to 
the talent. . . . We of the circuit call 
ourselves the 'Royal Order of Gasoline 
Burners.’ . . 

The article is illustrated with a picture 
of Ray adorned in a long white smock 
demonstrating at a table decorated with 
chemical apparatus. If this weren’t really 
serious work you might think Ray was 
rivaling Bert Adams with some of his 
stage paraphernalia and performances. — 
So ends this month's notes by "helpless 
Azel." — Azel W. Mack, Secretary, 40 
St. Paul Street, Brookline, Mass. 

1916 

These notes are being written just six 
weeks before our gathering for the 
twenty-fifth reunion at the Oyster Har¬ 
bors Club and for Alumni Day at Cam¬ 
bridge. Last month we published the list 
of classmates who planned at that time to 
attend the reunion. Since then a few more 
have signified their intention of joining 
us: Phil C. Baker, Frank W. Bucknam, 
Bruce A. Clarke, Herbert W. Ellis, James 
M. Evans, Richard C. Fellows, Murray 
G. Graff, Paul Hatch, Thomas G. Jewett, 
Richard G. Knowland, George M. Maver¬ 
ick, George W. Ousler, Lewis H. Pratt, 
Leonard Stone, and Norman J. Vile. 

For the benefit of classmates who may 
not plan to come to the festivities at the 
Oyster Harbors Club at Osterville, Mass., 
but who may read these notes before the 
Alumni Day celebration on Monday, 
June 9, we remind you that the Alumni 
Day noon meal will be held in Du Pont 
Court at the Institute and that the Class 
of 1916 meeting place before luncheon and 
afterward will be the testing materials 
laboratory, Room 1-110. We expect to 
have more than fifty classmates attend 
this luncheon. The number should be aug¬ 
mented by a great many who can get 
away only for Monday’s telebration. 
Steve Brophy is going to speak in the 
afternoon as part of the Class Day exer¬ 
cises. — James A. Burbank, Secretary, 
The Travelers Insurance Company, Hart¬ 
ford, Conn. Steven R. Berke, Associate 
Secretary, Coleman Brothers Corporation, 
245 State Street, Boston, Mass. 


1917 

Edward Warner, Vice-Chairman of the 
Civil Aeronautics Authority, left for 
London on the Pan-American clipper on 
March 25. He has been assigned for an in¬ 
determinate period to the Harriman mis¬ 
sion in connection with aviation matters 
under the lend-lease bill. 

Frank Conaty, writing to Ted Bernard 
from Fort William McKinley in the 
Philippines, says: "I’m still in the Army, 
having been promoted to lieutenant 
colonel last year with most of those who 
entered the service in 1917.1 am doing an¬ 
other foreign service tour in the Philip¬ 
pines and arrived here last July. While the 
news from the States makes it appear 
that we’re right under the guns here at 
Manila, everything seems quite calm and 
peaceful. The garrisons are expanding as 
at home, but there is nothing like the 
hurly-burly that exists in the army posts 
on the mainland. I have met only one 
Technology man in the Islands ■— Aubrey 
P. Ames ’19, who is sales manager of the 
Standard-Vacuum Oil Company in Ma¬ 
nila. I understand that Frank Small is a 
mine superintendent with the I. and L. 
Mining Company, but he is stationed on 
the island of Masbate which is south of 
Luzon. Just before sailing, I attended my 
son’s graduation from the Citadel, Char¬ 
leston, S.C., and he mentioned a Com¬ 
mander Angus at the Navy Yard there, 
whom he had met. I went out to the yard 
and found our old friend looking just the 
same as he did twenty-three years ago. 
He lives in palatial quarters and is sur¬ 
rounded by a dozen (more or less) daugh¬ 
ters. He is in charge of plant construction 
and maintenance and, as the plant was in 
the throes of a rapid expansion, had a 
man-size job on his hands. 

In San Francisco I had a fine chat with 
Benny Wells, who is engineer in charge of 
the traffic department of the Pacific Tele¬ 
phone and Telegraph Company. I deserted 
the Field Artillery some years ago and 
have been on construction or post-main¬ 
tenance work in the Quartermaster Corps 
since then. I spent nearly six years at Fort 
Bragg, N.C., building roads, bridges, 
earth dams, and telephone lines, using 
five Civilian Conservation Corps com¬ 
panies on that 190-square-mile reserva¬ 
tion for two years; then came mainte¬ 
nance work on the post proper, followed 
by a $1,500,000 Public Works Adminis¬ 
tration permanent construction program, 
and, finally, the temporary barracks 
which, I understand, will shortly house 
60,000 men. 

"My turn of foreign service came last 
June, and I am now building more wooden 
barracks to accommodate the double 
number of Filipino scouts at Fort McKin¬ 
ley. It's an experience not to be envied, 
this trying to build over here in a hurry 
with only the supplies that happen to be 
in Manila right now to depend upon. The 
Filipino workman, however, is surpris¬ 
ingly good, and not the lazy Oriental 
that many Americans proclaim him. . . . 

“My wife and son are with me. The 
latter is holding down a temporary engi¬ 
neering position until he turns twenty-one 


this May and can get his commission in 
the Coast Artillery, for which he is al¬ 
most holding his breath. Evacuation of 
army dependents has started, however; 
one transport load left last week and an¬ 
other will go in a few days. I expect Mrs. 
Conaty will have to go in a month or so, 
and I’ll have to batch it again for the 
duration. Best regards to Lobbie and any 
of the old gang who still manage to get 
together. If trouble keeps away from our 
door over here, I hope to be back for our 
twenty-fifth reunion.” Frank's address is 
12th Quartermaster Regiment, Fort Wil¬ 
liam McKinley, Rizal, P.I. 

Having read Ted’s reference to certain 
boxes of apples in the April Review, Neal 
Tourtellotte has written your Assistant 
Secretary as follows: "It was certainly a 
great notice you gave me regarding the 
gift of apples to some of the boys in the 
Class. I appreciate your complaint and 
already have the names of the Secretary 
and Assistant Secretary and Ted Bernard 
down for next year. I do believe, how¬ 
ever, you gave the members of the Class a 
false impression. In the first place, the so- 
called big firm of Tourtellotte-Bradley, 
Inc., is highly complimented, but it did 
not buy a carload of apples. The true situ¬ 
ation relative to the apples lines up dif¬ 
ferently. From the April notes one would 
gather that my sending of these apples 
was rather mercenary. Believe it or not, 
however, I had another idea in mind. I 
am marooned out here in the extreme 
northwest corner of the United States and 
practically never see any of the boys of 
'17. My present plans, Hitler willing, are 
to attend the twenty-fifth reunion in 
1942. Let us say that I felt that if I did 
send a box of apples to certain members of 
the Class, upon seeing me at reunion they 
would at least remember me from the box 
of apples — if they did not remember me 
from the Class of T7!” That's a very neat 
out, Neal, but I don’t need any apples to 
remind me that I saw you first under a 
Stetson ten-gallon hat (of sorts) in Exeter 
in 1912. 

A1 Moody, writing from 1335 Maple 
Avenue, Wilmette, Ill., says: "I am work¬ 
ing in Chicago for Keasbey and Mattison 
Company as sales engineer with the as¬ 
bestos cement pipe division. I travel a lot 
and cover almost the whole of the central 
United States. My oldest daughter will 
be graduated in June from Colorado Col¬ 
lege. She made Phi Beta Kappa, but she 
certainly was not a greasy grind. Her 
brother will be graduated from high 
school this year and plans to study for¬ 
estry either at the University of Michigan 
or Iowa State College of Agriculture and 
Mechanic Arts. I hope to see you all at 
our twenty-fifth." — Raymond Stevens, 
Secretary, 30 Charles River Road, Cam¬ 
bridge, Mass. Philip E. Hulburd, As¬ 
sistant Secretary, Phillips Exeter Academy, 
Exeter, N.H. 

1918 

News is very scarce this month. 
Through the Alumni Office I received a 
clipping from a program of the meeting 
of the Linguistic Society of America, held 
at Brown University last December, 
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showing that our linguist, Ben Whorf, 
talked fifteen minutes on "Analysis and 
Translation of a Short Maya Text in 
Hieroglyphs.”—Our old friend Sher¬ 
man MacGregor seems to be acting in 
broadcasts from Station WJZ these days. 
I have heard his name mentioned recently 
in regard to the sketch, "The Bishop and 
the Gargoyle.” 

Cora G. Bell, who was a member of our 
Class for part of a year, died on July 21, 
1938, but the news has just come to the 
attention of the Alumni Office. — A1 
Murray is now located in Washington 
with the National Defense Commission. 
— Parry Kennard, whom we have been 
trying to locate, has at last been found at 
the Sperry Gyroscope Company, Inc., in 
Brooklyn. — Gretchen A. Palmer, Sec¬ 
retary, The Thomas School, The Wilson 
Road, Rowayton, Conn. 

1919 

It was indeed a pleasure to hear from 
Dave Sanford, Jr., who is at present resid¬ 
ing at High Ridge Road, Stamford, Conn. 
He writes as follows: “It is long since we 
lived in the basement at 444 West 4th 
Street, when you were worrying the fid¬ 
dle. Statistics as to me and mine are: 
wife, one, perfect; sons, two, both per¬ 
fect— D. C. S., 3d, twelve and a half 
years old, and Timothy F., seven years. 
My current activity is as associate archi¬ 
tect on a Stamford slum clearance project, 
now 90 per cent done. I also have a pri¬ 
vate architectural practice in domestic 
work, mainly local. I commend you on 
your doctor’s degree. There is no doctor¬ 
ate in architecture, but there is much doc¬ 
toring on the part of those who have no 
understanding of architects or of archi¬ 
tecture.” 

Ernest C. Roth is Vice-President of the 
General Time Instruments Corporation 
and lives at Twin Oak Road, Peru, Ill. — 
Leon Snow manufactures uniforms and 
men’s custom clothing at 19 Kingston 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

Edgar F. Seifert is a consulting chemist 
in Hammond, Ind., with mail address at 
Post Office Box 476. Dutch writes in self- 
defense because, as he puts it, your Secre¬ 
tary "has been pestering him for news at 
various times.” He writes as follows: 
"We employers are going to have a 
breathing spell for a few days — no more 
tax forms or taxes to figure out until after 
the middle of this month — so maybe I 
can write a letter. I'm in the chemical 
junk business; something new in salvage 
problems seems to turn up very fre¬ 
quently, leaving me little spare time. 

“My home is twenty-seven miles east 
of Hammond, right south of Indiana 
Dunes State Park. I have no children but 
own lots of dogs and forty acres of terrain 
which I call my own. We successfully 
raise lots of sandburs, and I have a time 
with the politicos who now and then 
want to pay me for not raising com, 
wheat, and sugar beets. I roam about the 
country once in a while on consulting 
jobs but don’t find occasion to get much 
farther east than Cleveland. Once in a 
while I get to a Technology Club of Chi¬ 
cago meeting. I had occasion to confer 


with William Steinweddel'25 of the 
Stewart Warner Corporation, and he says 
I ought to come to meetings more often 
— the food and liquor are improving. 
Aside from Cashin and Doc Flynn, I have 
not seen a T9 man in years.” 

Ira H. Ayres is with Inecto, Inc., 33 
West 46th Street, New York, N.Y. 
George L. Baum has moved from New 
York City and now lives at 44 Bidwell 
Parkway, Buffalo, N.Y. George W. Cann 
has gone from Lancaster, Pa., to Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. His address is 4940 Wake¬ 
field Road, Green Acres, Friendship 
Station. 

Maurice E. Goodridge’s new address is 
120 Amherst Street, Worcester, Mass., 
where he went from Beverly. Ralph A. 
Cartwright has moved from Springfield, 
Mass., and is with the Hartford Fire In¬ 
surance Company, 141 Milk Street, Bos¬ 
ton, Mass. Henry A. Miner is residing at 
2635 Prairie Street, Evanston, Ill. Miss 
Marth Taylor’s address is 37 Marlbor¬ 
ough Street, Boston, Mass. 

The Technology Club of New York 
held its annual meeting on May 5 to elect 
officers for the 1941-1942 season. Alexis 
R. Wiren was nominated for vice-presi¬ 
dent, and we hope he was elected. 

The preliminary report of the first 
year’s operation of the M.I.T. Alumni 
Fund showed that 22 per cent of our 
Class contributed with an average per 
capita contribution of $8.10. This per 
capita contribution is slightly below the 
over-all average of $8.49, and the 22 per 
cent is 3 per cent below the over-all aver¬ 
age of 25.5 per cent contributing. Your 
Secretary hopes that both of these figures 
will be improved for the coming year. 
The report included a list of the men who 
contributed. 

The roster of subcommittees for Alumni 
Day includes classmates Eugene Mira- 
belli for Class Day and James Holt for the 
luncheon committee. — Among the au¬ 
thors of "Contributions of Science and 
Technology to Building Design: 1891 to 
1941” in the Architectural Record of Janu¬ 
ary is James Holt. — John J. Falkenberg 
has been active in the Rocky Mountain 
Technology Club at Denver, Colo. — 
Eugenb R. Smoley, Secretary, The Lum- 
mus Company, 420 Lexington Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. George W. McCreery, 
Assistant Secretary, 131 Clarendon Street, 
Boston, Mass. 

1920 

Your Secretary had the pleasure of a 
luncheon with A1 Burke, Jim Gibson, and 
Perk Bugbee. A1 is looking well and 
prosperous and reports that he is ex¬ 
tremely busy with his job of selling cen¬ 
trifugal machinery throughout New 
England for the Sharpies Specialty Com¬ 
pany. Both Gibson and Bugbee are doing 
a great deal of traveling — Jim in connec¬ 
tion with his work for the real estate de¬ 
partment of John Hancock Mutual Life 
Insurance Company, and Perk for the Na¬ 
tional Fire Protection Association, which 
is doing a great amount of defense work. 

I had a pleasant talk with Bob Patter¬ 
son, who is also an executive with John 
Hancock. Bob was just back from the 


South on a combination business and 
pleasure trip. He looked as if he had just 
returned from a summer vacation. 

Ted Best is now living in Scituate, 
Mass. Bill Dewey has moved from Wal¬ 
lingford, Conn., to Longmeadow, Mass. 
Don Ferris is now in Kansas City. Ed 
Rolle is with the California Commercial 
Company, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New 
York, N.Y., having left Tulsa, Okla. 
Merton Hall is now in Beaumont, Texas. 
Arthur Morley is in Charlestown, Ind. 
Henry Prescott is in Franklin, N.H. 

The Class now boasts at least two ma¬ 
jors — Lyman P. Whitten, formerly a 
captain, address 4116 Munitions Build¬ 
ing, Washington, D.C., and Austin D. 
Higgins, 330 Federal Building, Buffalo, 
N.Y. 

I hope a lot of us will be able to get to¬ 
gether on Alumni Day, June 9. — Har¬ 
old Bugbee, Secretary, 7 Dartmouth 
Street, Winchester, Mass. 

1921 

Last call for the reunion! Only a few 
days to go! If you have written Ray and 
told him you will be there, skip this re¬ 
minder. If you haven’t, make up your 
mind to drop your cares wherever you 
happen to be and light out now for the 
Griswold on Eastern Point, New London, 
Conn. Write Ray right away, or wire 
him, or just come up to the hotel and say, 
"Here I am.” 

Letters continue to pour in from an un¬ 
usually large group, which will begin to 
swarm into New London next Friday 
evening, June 6. The superb facilities of 
the location will be at the disposal of all 
for the following two days, with a special 
program that has something for every¬ 
body. Those who wish will proceed to 
Cambridge for Alumni Day events on 
Monday, June 9- 

You all have the class directory. Thumb 
the pages and just see how many of the 
bunch you really would like to see again. 
Visit New London and be with them for 
several glorious days. Come to the 
reunion. 

Our reunion and class-agent activities 
are daily establishing new contacts with 
many of the Class who have remained 
silent for altogether too long a time. 
Philip H. Hatch, VI, of Pelham Manor, 
N.Y., reports that he is electrical engi¬ 
neer of rolling stock for the New York, 
New Haven, and Hartford Railroad, with 
headquarters in New York City. Phil has 
two daughters, aged fourteen and four. 
The Westchester contingent should get 
Phil to put some private rolling stock on 
the New London run for their use next 
Friday. Donald J. Swift, X, is assistant 
superintendent of the field forces of the 
Consolidated Edison Company of New 
York, and he says he will join the New 
York pilgrimage. Ernest Pauli, XV, 
writes a fine letter offering to take three 
of the New York group to the reunion in 
his car. Call him at his New York office, 
521 Fifth Avenue. The number is Chick- 
ering 4-3340. 

Robert F. Miller, XV, says he has left 
the New Jersey area and is now in Cleve¬ 
land but will certainly come to the re- 
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union. Bob’s business address remains 
Room 1612, 19 West 44th Street, New 
York City. Philip W. Clark, XIII, has re¬ 
signed as senior naval architect for the 
United States Public Health Service in 
Washington and is now an executive of 
the Cramp Shipbuilding Company, Rich¬ 
mond and Norris Streets, Philadelphia, 
Pa. Phil is working on national defense 
projects and fears he may be unable to get 
away. He challenges all comers on the 
scotch and soda project at our terrific 
twenty-fifth in 1946. 

Joseph C. Morrell, II, writing from 
Chateau Champlain, Scarsdale, N.Y., 
says in part: ‘‘Though I’ve planned on it 
since last year, circumstances may pre¬ 
vent my attendance at the reunion. This 
time the job of moving the office from 
one side of town to the other seems to be 
my baby. I am secretary of Edward M. 
West, Inc., a company which has been in 
the real estate, appraisal, and insurance 
business in Westchester County for the 
last thirty-five years. My job doesn’t 
sound complicated, but you might be 
amazed to know that I have used more of 
my engineering education and experience 
in this business than I used in the pure 
engineering game. You fellows are doing 
a grand job getting ready for June 6 to 8 
and deserve a big turnout. I'm hoping I 
may be able to slip away but can't say so 
for sure at this date. I’ll be on the band 
wagon again this year if for no other rea¬ 
son than The Review. I haven’t missed 
an issue of it since graduation." Many 
thanks, Joe. Hope you make it Friday. 

Rumor hath it that Asher Z. Cohen, 
X, Secretary-Treasurer of the Olson 
Preservative and Paint Corporation, 
Newark, N.J., has been called as a reserve 
officer in the Ordnance Corps. Does any¬ 
body have details? We wish that those 
who are serving would drop us a line to 
that effect. To date, Bill Ready, Roy 
Hersum, Harold Bixby, and Paul John¬ 
ston constitute the only others we have 
heard of, except the regulars in the Army 
and Navy. We recently ran into John D. 
Crecca, XIII-A, in the lobby of the Navy 
Department building in Washington. 
John is a commander in the bureau of con¬ 
struction and repair. Louis L. Lesser, I, 
has been promoted from captain to major. 
Incidentally, the Class rolls include two 
brigadier generals, Maxwell Murray, II, 
and Richard Donovan. 

The most recent supplement to "A 
Technology Bookshelf," published by 
the Institute’s Library, lists the following 
publications by members of the Class: 
Edgar E. Hume, editor of Papers of the 
Society [of the Cincinnati, Va.] 1783- 
1824, published by the society; John T. 
Rule, XV, collaborator with E. F. Watts 
’20, on "Notes on Descriptive Geome- 
try”; Walter C. Sadler, I, author of Legal 
Aspects of Engineering, published by 
Wiley; Victor O. Homerberg, X, collab¬ 
orator with R. S. Williams '02 on the 
fourth edition of Principles of Metallog- 
ra phy, published by McGraw-Hill; David 
O. Woodbury, VI-A, author of The Glass 
Giant of Palotnar, published by Dodd, 
Mead. Are there any more ’21 authors? 
— The M.I.T. Club of Northern New 


Jersey held its seventh annual banquet on 
April 24 and elected Maxwell K. Burckett 
VI, as its seventh president, to take of¬ 
fice for the 1941-1942 season which, by a 
club tradition, officially starts on Alumni 
Day. The Club elected Fred E. Kowarsky, 
X, as assistant vice-president in charge of 
membership; Ralph S. Wetsten, VI-A, as 
a regional chairman; Sumner Hayward, 
X, to the executive committee; and Cac 
Clarke, VI, as director of scholarship ac¬ 
tivities. Others present at the banquet in¬ 
cluded: Wolfe W. Brown, II, George A. 
Chutter, VI-A, Philip T. Coffin, VI-A, 
Ralph H. Gilbert, VI-A, Morris B. Hart, 
X, Louis Mandel, II, and Joseph Wenick, 
X. 

All changes of address are being listed 
here each month so you can keep your 
class directory up to date. Clip out these 
new locations for: Major LeRoy M. 
Hersum, I, Military Intelligence Division 
G2, War Department, General Staff, 
Washington, D.C.; Major Louis L. 
Lesser, I, 13th Field Artillery, Schofield 
Barracks, T.H.; Douglas Weatherston, 
II, Standard Oil Company of Texas, Post 
Office Box 1249, Houston, Texas. 

Our sincere thanks to you for your 
prompt support of our initial Alumni 
Fund efforts. Won’t you please continue? 
— Raymond A. St. Laurent, Secretary , 
Rogers Paper Manufacturing Company, 
Manchester, Conn. Carole A. Clarke, 
Assistant Secretary, International Tele¬ 
phone Development Company, Inc., 137 
Varick Street, New York, N.Y. 

1922 

After the copious and fluent notes in the 
May issue of The Review by Yard Chit- 
tick, your Secretary is embarrassed to 
admit an almost complete lack of data for 
the June notes. Your Secretary went to the 
West Coast with the good intention of 
putting in telephone calls at least to our 
classmates who reside there, but the pres¬ 
sure of other business prevented. John 
Nichols in San Francisco has his hands 
full looking after the booming business of 
American Sheet and Tin Plate Company. 
F. M. Banks, Vice-President of Southern 
California Gas Company, has more than 
enough to do — with the increased vol¬ 
ume of business due to new construction 
in southern California and the maze of 
rulings governing the utility industry 
that have emanated from Washington. 

Wes Hammond keeps the Worthington 
Pump and Machinery Corporation on a 
paying basis and is effectively prevented 
from acquiring any of the customary 
middle-age characteristics by three active 
children. His oldest boy is now big 
enough to tell him where to get off. The 
Hammonds are hoping to take a trip east 
this summer. 

The people in California appear to have 
now a much keener realization of the war 
in Europe than they had a year ago. 
This new awareness is natural, since the 
hustle and bustle of the expanding de¬ 
fense program is so evident on every side. 
Californians appear to be content, too, in 
the thought that the Far East situation is 
effectively under the control of our Navy. 
— At the annual banquet of the Newark 


Club on April 24, the following members 
of our Class were present: Bowers, Dan- 
drow. Downing, Grady, Grover, Mac¬ 
Donald, McGrady, Manshel, Munning, 
Powell, Speir, Teeter, Trowbridge, and 
Vilett. 

Our Class is not giving the support to 
the Alumni Fund that we should expect. 
If you are among those who have neg¬ 
lected to send in contributions (entitling 
you to a subscription to The Review 
next year), do it now while you think of 
it. 

Our Class will gather informally on 
Sunday, June 8, at the Kenmore Hotel in 
Boston for gabbing, golfing, and dining. 
We had a swell time last year at very 
small expense, and this annual get-to¬ 
gether is turning out to be an excellent 
addition to the Alumni Day activities. 
Come if you possibly can and, if you 
know in advance that you are coming, 
please notify Yard Chittick. — Clayton 
D. Grover, Secretary, Whitehead Metal 
Products Company, Inc., 303 West Tenth 
Street, New York, N.Y. C. Yardley 
Chittick, Assistant Secretary, 77 Franklin 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

1923 

Martin H. Burckes, a major in the 
8th Field Artillery, United States Army, 
reports that he has been transferred to the 
Schofield Barracks in Hawaii. He writes: 
"Mrs. Burckes, Melvin, and I enjoyed 
our trip through the Panama Canal and 
thence straight to Hawaii. We are at an 
elevation of about 800 feet, so the weather 
has been cool and delightful.” Major 
Burckes has recently been stationed at 
Columbus, Ohio, the first place, he says, 
at which he had been able to attend 
alumni functions such as those of the local 
Technology group. 

Hugh Chase writes that he has been liv¬ 
ing in Wickford, R.I., since last October. 
He is in the design section of the Navy 
Engineering Department, working on the 
naval air station at Quonset Point. He 
reports that he left the University of 
Maine at Orono three years ago and was 
for a two-year period located in Way- 
cross, Ga., with the Georgia Light and 
Power Company. — H. A. Barnby is with 
the Owens-Illinois Glass Company at 
Toledo, Ohio. The April issue of Dallas, 
published by the chamber of commerce of 
that city, contains an advertisement for 
the aerial and commercial photography of 
Lloyd M. Long. 

Palmer C. Putnam received attention 
in a Boston Sunday Post special news fea¬ 
ture in March. The Post described the 
novel and experimental wind-driven, al¬ 
ternating-current generator being erected 
on the summit of Grandpa’s Knob, near 
Hubbardton, Vt. [See also The Review, 
December, p. 59.] Putnam designed the 
device for the S. Morgan Smith Company 
of York, Pa., cosponsors of the project. 
When completed, the generator, which is 
intended to produce some 1,000 kilowatts, 
will serve the Central Vermont Public 
Service Corporation. Numerous interest¬ 
ing problems have arisen in connection 
with the design, construction, and opera¬ 
tion of the generator. Solution of the 
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problems has apparently required the 
collaboration of structural, aeronautical, 
and electrical experts, some of them mem¬ 
bers of the Institute staff. 

We hope you’ve made plans to show up 
on Alumni Day. — Horatio L. Bond, 
Secretary, 457 Washington Street, Brain¬ 
tree, Mass. John M. Keck, Assistant Secre¬ 
tary, 207 Bloomfield Avenue, Bloomfield, 
N.J. 

1924 

A recent issue of the Boston Sunday 
Herald devoted nearly half a page to 
Andy Kellogg, "noted turbine engineer,” 
and to his work with the General Elec¬ 
tric Company at Schenectady, N.Y. 
Andy's most recent fame comes from his 
designs for a dynamo fleet of turbine¬ 
carrying freighters, described as "indus¬ 
try’s answer to the problem of concen¬ 
trating power where it is quickly needed.” 
The vessels he has helped to design are 
described as narrow enough to operate on 
the canals of New York but powerful 
enough to supply a city of medium size. 
About the biggest job would be one of 
50,000 kilowatt capacity. 

Another General Electric man to make 
news recently is Walter Weeks, designing 
engineer at the Bridgeport plant, who 
won a Charles A. Coffin Award. This is 
the "highest recognition conferred by 
the General Electric Company on employ¬ 
ees whose accomplishments show initia¬ 
tive, perseverance, courage, and progres¬ 
siveness in the advancement of the elec¬ 
trical industry." Walter’s award was for 
his design of a fully automatic glass vac¬ 
uum coffee maker. — Francis A. Bar¬ 
rett, General Secretary, 50 Oliver Street, 
Boston, Mass. 

1925 

When you receive this issue of The Re¬ 
view, Alumni Day, June 9, will be only 
a week or so away. Those of us who 
attend are going to assemble around the 
barometree, whose rescue from destruction 
was so stirringly described by our tree 
warden and Alumni Fund representative, 
Ave Stanton. By June 9 the barometree 
will be located in Eastman Court, and it 
will be duly placarded so that there will 
be no difficulty in locating it. After the 
proper calibration and mensuration, we’ll 
adjourn to some restaurant no further 
away than Boston for a spot of lunch. 
Phone or write your Secretary and Tree 
Miker (address below; telephone, Mys¬ 
tic 3930) and arrangements will be made 
for this gathering. If any further festivi¬ 
ties are desired, arrangements for them 
will be made at that time. 

Two letters have arrived since the last 
notes went to press. The first is from Mor¬ 
ris Cohon, XIV: ”1 will establish some 
kind of a record by now answering the 
first letter I received from you ten years 
ago. Answering a letter ten years later is 
certainly some sort of a new high, or low, 
and I want some claim to fame. 

"After escaping from Course XIV, I 
enrolled in Columbia Law School and 
spent three horrible years there but never 
practiced law. Somehow or other I could 
never bring myself to the sort of rational¬ 


ization most judges have to indulge in — 
namely, to making a decision first and 
thinking of the reasons for it afterward. 
Such rationalization seemed too dis¬ 
honest to me, and so I escaped from the 
frying pan into the fire, and now, with a 
license to steal, I am in the brokerage 
business and have been since 1929.” Mor¬ 
ris added that he has kept up his wrestling 
to the extent of acquiring a pair of cauli¬ 
flower ears and the ability to wear a size 
nineteen collar. He also said that he and 
his wife expected an addition. This is the 
first opportunity the '25 notes have had to 
act as announcer for the stork. 

The second letter is from our Floridian, 
Merida Crum: “On March 1, 1940, I be¬ 
gan the construction of a new home here 
in Bartow, expecting at the time to move 
into it while it was still uncompleted. 
... I have the nucleus of an attractive 
and comfortable home. I’d like to tell you 
about some of the special features, but 
realize that you would hardly be inter¬ 
ested in such details. . . . 

“My only work during the past year 
has been two months with the citrus ex¬ 
periment station of Lake Alfred as a col¬ 
oring-room research engineer. . . . There 
is a bill before the Florida legislature that 
may provide for a continuation of citrus 
research work, in which event I’m hoping 
to be able to become a permanent mem¬ 
ber of the staff. My opening sentence of 
this paragraph is misleading, for I have 
never worked harder in my life than dur¬ 
ing the past year — on my house, and 
on our citrus properties with my father. 
... I had the pleasure of entertaining 
as a luncheon guest the wife of our class¬ 
mate F. C. Foss, XV, and her sister-in- 
law, the wife of George Welch'21, XV, 
who was formerly assistant registrar, as I 
recall. Mrs. Foss stated that Francis is no 
longer a salesman for the Brown and Sharpe 
Manufacturing Company, inasmuch as 
he is begged to take the customers’ orders 
even though he says delivery will not be 
made for at least two years.” 

The following news also merits atten¬ 
tion: "Mr. and Mrs. John C. Carraher of 
Belmont announce the engagement of 
their daughter. Miss Virginia Camille 
Carraher, to Joseph Stephen Lanigan 
[XV], son of Mrs. Catherine J. Lanigan 
of Belmont.” As yet no date has been set 
for the wedding. 

Since a rather large number of our Class 
are now in Washington, D.C., or vicin¬ 
ity, your Secretary has been attempting 
to form a ’25 club by remote control, with 
Art MacLean, I, and Myron Doucette, II, 
as a nucleus. Art has recently been trans¬ 
ferred to Washington from Buzzards Bay, 
Mass., and Myron is attending the Army 
Industrial College. It is too early yet to 
know how the plan will work out, but 
we’re hoping for good results. — Hollis 
F. Ware, General Secretary, 3 Aquavia 
Road, Medford, Mass. F. Leroy Foster, 
Assistant Secretary, Room 6-202, M.I.T., 
Cambridge, Mass. 

1926 

As chairman of the reunion publicity 
committee, Pink Salmon has largely 
taken over the functions of this column, 




The Technology Review 

particularly in the realm of soft impeach¬ 
ment and calumny, during the period of 
preparation and softening up prior to the 
reunion. His "Spirit of ’26" folder, pre¬ 
pared with the deft connivance of Wes 
Hemeon, is an example. Your Secretary 
was as appalled as anyone else to find the 
trio of handsome faces brashly blazoned 
on the cover. There is some reason for 
Dave Shepard's being there, for he really 
can play the fife and is practicing up for 
the reunion. George Smith’s ardently 
youthful features, mustache included, 
lend artistic verisimilitude to his casting 
as drummer boy. For the Secretary there 
is no excuse. All this introduction is by 
way of reporting that anyone who is de¬ 
picted, indicted, or libeled in reunion 
notices knew nothing about it until Pink 
had slyly broadcast said notices. 

The reunion publicity has brought in 
some items of news that serve as vitamins 
for this column, long rickety and subject 
to beriberi. Notable among these items 
is a letter from LeBaron C. Colt, who has 
been in the limbo for lo, these many years. 
Larry is now a captain in the Army Air 
Corps and is stationed at Valparaiso, 
Fla. He has been engaged in construction 
of airports. The Engineer Corps has one in 
the final stages of construction, and eleven 
others under way. The illness of his 
mother brought Larry to Vermont in 
February, and he feels it will be impos¬ 
sible for him to return to Cambridge for 
the reunion. 

Edward Manning writes that he has 
been in the brass business since graduation 
— two years with the Western Cartridge 
Company in Illinois and since then with 
the Scoville Manufacturing Company in 
Waterbury, Conn. He plans to be at the 
reunion. Mrs. Mary S. Mulliken, who is 
a graduate of our Class and the wife of a 
graduate of the Class of '31, wrote from 
Pelham Manor, N.Y., to inquire whether 
women would be welcome at the reunion. 
She speaks of her professional duties as 
"housewife and mother of three chil¬ 
dren.” 

Let me repeat here, by way of preserv¬ 
ing the record, the impressive facts of 
Dave Shepard’s travels as reported by his 
wife. From July, 1934, when the Shep¬ 
ards moved abroad, until last August, 
when they established themselves at 
Elizabeth, N.J., Dave piled up a total of 
151,870 miles. This included ten ocean 
voyages, fifty-seven or more round trips 
between London and Paris, nine or ten 
trips to Scandinavia, and so on. I wonder 
if anyone else can challenge this record. 
Perhaps Bill Millar might, or Colin Reith. 

The Reverend Arthur J. Riley, one of 
the few members of our Class to enter the 
ministry, wrote an interesting letter on 
his career. After leaving the Institute he 
spent five years in theological school at 
St. John’s Seminary in Brighton, and sub¬ 
sequently was ordained to the priesthood. 
He did a year of parish work and then 
studied for three years more at the Cath¬ 
olic University of America, this time 
concentrating on history and receiving an 
M.A. and a Ph.D. His doctor’s thesis 
was devoted to "Catholicism in New 
England to 1788.” Next he spent two 
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and a half years in parish work, three 
years in part-time teaching at Regis Col¬ 
lege, ana three and a half years as libra¬ 
rian of the philosophical and theological 
library at St. John's Seminary. 

The Secretary regrets to report the 
death of Leonard Remington's wife on 
March 15. Leonard lives in Franklin, 
Mass., and has two small children. 

Plans for the reunion are well jelled, 
and of course will be complete by the time 
you receive this on the eve of the re¬ 
union. The price will be $13.50 for those 
who have not paid class dues; for those 
who have, the ante is a dollar less. Re¬ 
member the place: Boxwood Manor, Old 
Lyme, Conn. On the eve of more trying 
times let's all come together while we 
may still be festive and while such evoca¬ 
tions of the spirit as reunions are still 
possible. — James R. Killian, Jr., Gen¬ 
eral Secretary , Room 3-208, M.I.T., Cam¬ 
bridge, Mass. 

1933 

Edward W. Kimbark has sent us word 
that he has been appointed acting chair¬ 
man of the electrical engineering depart¬ 
ment at Northwestern Technological In¬ 
stitute, Evanston, Ill., for the period of 
Chairman Calvert's sojourn in Washing¬ 
ton as a civilian employee of the United 
States Navy. 

Course VI-A men attention! If you are 
near Schenectady on a Monday night, 
drop in at the Y.M.C.A. for dinner and a 
bull session. These meetings are planned 
for every other Monday. — We have 
word of the engagement of Richard T. 
Hodgdon to Harriet Burk of West Somer¬ 
ville, and the announcement of the mar¬ 
riage of Francis B. Vaughan to Anne 
Tucker Payne of Charleston, W.Va. The 
Vaughans expect to live in Charleston. 
Francis is with E. I. du Pont de Nemours 
and Company in Belle, W.Va., as a divi¬ 
sion superintendent. Incidentally, his 
father, Louis E. Vaughan, is an '02 
graduate. 

Our thanks go to Cal Mohr who man¬ 
ages to keep us posted: "At the American 
Chemical Society convention in St. Louis 
during the week of April 7 one would 
have found the following members of our 
Class: W. C. Kabrich, Q. P. Peniston, R. 
E. Smith, and C. Mohr. Also attending 
were L. A. Monroe and H. E. Thayer of 
'34, who are well known to several of 
the Course X boys. During the conven¬ 
tion all of us saw quite a bit of each other 
and had a most enjoyable time at the 
well-attended M.I.T. luncheon. . . . 

"Kabrich is with the Chemical War¬ 
fare Service, and he reports that Gerhard, 
the other army officer who took chemical 
engineering with us, is on a co-operative 
mission for the Air Corps and the Chemi¬ 
cal Warfare Service. (Where are the rest of 
the boys who received commissions in the 
Chemical Warfare Service?) Peniston is 
now in the research department of the 
Corn Products Refining Company, after 
receiving his Ph.D. in cellulose chemistry 
from McGill University. Smith, of course, 
is with Defender Photo Supply Company 
and reports that his two children are in 
the best of health. He also reports that 


Bill Rand, Secretary of Course X, is now 
back in the United States after a Canadian 
sojourn. How about a letter from Bill on 
his wanderings and his family? Monroe is 
with the Barrett Company in Philadel¬ 
phia and was busy at the convention in¬ 
terviewing men. Thayer is with the 
Mallinckrodt Chemical Works in St. 
Louis and was one of the representatives 
making the visitors feel quite at home. In 
passing we might say that many of the 
M.I.T. men in St. Louis were responsible 
for the excellent entertainment that was 
given the visitors to the convention. 

"On the program of those submitting 
technical papers, but not seen in person, 
was H. G. Steinman, V. — In the March 
issue of Chemical Industries is a picture of 
Richard S. Morse, President of the Na¬ 
tional Research Company, who spoke 
before the New York section of the 
American Institute of Chemists on ‘Vacu¬ 
um Technology Opens New Fields for 
Chemists.' Where are the rest of the 
Presidents of our Class?” 

Here's hoping you all have a pleasant 
summer, and do drop us a line once in a 
while. — George Henning, Jr., General 
Secretary, Belmont Smelting and Refining 
Works, Inc., 330 Belmont Avenue, 
Brooklyn, N.Y. Robert M. Kimball, 
Assistant Secretary, Room 3-104, M.I.T., 
Cambridge, Mass. 

1934 

Victor Mooradian has left the Division 
of Industrial Cooperation at Technology 
to accept a position as head of the re¬ 
search and development laboratory of the 
H. A. Wilson Company in Newark, N.J. 
Best of luck on your new venture, Victor. 

■— We should all join in a song of praise 
to one of our classmates who is among the 
unsung heroes of the medical profession. 
Mrs. Anna Cheskis Kling was a member 
of the Harvard Medical School expedition 
which recently went to Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, to combat the epidemic of in¬ 
fluenza. 

A note from B. Fisher gives us the 
news that he has recently received his 
commission as an ensign CC-V(S) in the 
Naval Reserve. The initials stand for 
construction corps-volunteer, special. He 
had not been called at the time and 
did not have any idea when Uncle Sam 
would want him. He was in Venezuela 
working on the construction of all- 
welded steel barges for the Grace Line. — 
We recently received a note from Bert 
Heintz, who is located in San Francisco, 
Calif., as assistant to the chief engineer 
of C. C. Moore and Company, engineers. 
The company is engaged in the design and 
construction of a steam electric generat¬ 
ing plant. Bert said he was engaged to 
Marion E. Hinton of Los Angeles. The 
wedding was scheduled for May 3, so by 
this time Bert is well launched on the sea 
of matrimony. Our heartiest congratula¬ 
tions ! 

Bob Mann has also decided that it is 
time for him to settle down and enjoy life 
as part of a twosome. He was recently en¬ 
gaged to Irene Louise Botsford of New 
Haven, Conn. Nice going, Bob. — Wally 
Fay was married on March 28 to Ruth 


Bernice Dye, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
John C. Dye of Medford, Mass. Wally 
holds a position in Tulsa, Okla., and 
after a short wedding trip the couple 
planned to fly there. Happy landings, 
Wally. — John G. Callan, Jr., General 
Secretary, 184 Ames Street, Sharon, Mass. 
Robert C. Becker, Assistant Secretary, 
Chile Copper Company, Chuquicamata, 
Chile, S.A. 

1935 

Pretty slim pickin’s this time, fellows. 
The news seems to have hit a new low 
for volume. By the time you read this 
column, Bernie Nelson will have left the 
ranks of the bachelors. April 19 was the 
the date. Bernie is still doing his best 
in the main office of the New York Tele¬ 
phone Company in Buffalo. 

Larry Stone has made progress in the 
Army since he went into active duty. 
He is now aide to General Stewart as well 
as post adjutant at the Springfield Ar¬ 
mory. — Sandy Sanderson has left the 
American Smelting and Refining Com¬ 
pany and is now working for the United 
States Gypsum Company on Staten Is¬ 
land, N.Y. He is quality supervisor at the 
Staten Island plant. 

This news winds up the journal for 
this month. Some of you fellows ought 
to get busy on the letter writing. — Rob¬ 
ert J. Granberg, General Secretary, care of 
W. C. Voss, 9 Old Town Road, Wellesley 
Farms, Mass. Richard Lawrence, As¬ 
sistant Secretary, 111 Waban Hill Road, 
North, Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

1937 

June, fellows! It’s June, and right now 
is the time for you to be starting for the 
Institute for Alumni Day. Don't forget 
that next year is our fifth! 

A month or so ago we left things all 
up in the air about Dick Young and his 
family. Well, on March 8 he wrote me 
that the information was rather skimpy 
and that he would do his best to elaborate 
on “our little waif.” He goes on to say: 
"We almost lost our little fellow during 
the first week. Our doctor had thrown 
up the sponge, but thank goodness a 
specialist found some way to keep the 
shaver’s pump working. Now our son's 
a brute of thirteen pounds — we had him 
on the scales just an hour ago — and 
boasts blue eyes, red cheeks, a corking 
air of legs, and a flock of bronze-colored 
air, part red, part blond; perhaps you'd 
call him an auburn-top. We can now 
throw him around, and he talks and 
smiles in recognition. At first, of course, 
he was simply so many pounds of pure 
helplessness, with a pair of lungs, no 
control over his mind, and eyes that were 
pretty but of little function. . . . 

"I surely recommend a trip to Boston 
and Cambridge to those of you who can 
manage it. [Alumni Day, no doubt.] 
I for one have a great feeling for Boston 
and eagerly await the too-infrequent 
trips back. On my recent visit, however, 
I saw no one in our Class but Phil. While 
in the buildings I walked up the stairs 
(you don’t see the Institute from an ele¬ 
vator) to the Library just to see the foun- 
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tain which '37 gave to the M.I.T. Now 
that is not an awe-inspiring gift, but, 
nevertheless, it is a graceful piece and, 
above all, it serves its purpose well. At 
least they have not removed our token 
of class unity — the only physical me¬ 
mento of our existence as a specific body 
of M.I.T. men.” At the end of Dick's 
letter was a legibly printed note, "Me 
too — Dicky.” 

A note from Charlie Locke’96, Alumni 
Secretary, says that Seton Williams, for¬ 
merly with Phelps Dodge Corporation 
in Bisbee, is now with the Department 
of Mineral Resources in Phoenix, Ariz. 
We also received a notice about Richard 
Surbeck's marriage in Ridgewood, N.J., 
to Barbara Wastcoat on March 15. — 
Rumor has it that George Wemple is in 
Washington with the War Department, 
more specifically in the ordnance division. 
George, a reserve officer, was among the 
first to be called and is now in the thick 
of things both in the Army and else¬ 
where. 

Leonard Seder has quite a bit to say 
for himself, but then it has been accumu¬ 
lating for a long time: "Four years ago 
you couldn’t have convinced me that it 
would take this long before I got around 
to writing a piece for the class notes. But 
somehow it has. And I used to think that 
I was one of the more journalistically- 
minded of the gang. I was, in fact, enough 
so-minded to take a staff job on the Bos¬ 
ton Post back in 1937. I stayed there for 
six months, explaining the vagaries of 
science to John Q. Yes, I even had my 
own column, entitled, “Do You Know?” 
in which those mystifying daily occur¬ 
rences, such as why it rains, why the 
sky is blue, or how an automobile works, 
were laboriously explained for the great 
unlearned. 

“Along about November of that year, 
however, I felt the urge to do something 
a little more creative, so I joined the 
General Electric Company. After about 
six months on the test course, I became 
a chemical development engineer at the 
Thomson Laboratory, Lynn river works, 
where I have remained to date. The work 
is thoroughly absorbing, involving solu¬ 
tion of plant problems and general de¬ 
velopment work in which chemical back¬ 
ground at least helps. 

“I was married in January to Annette 
Ames of Roxbury. Irwin Sagalyn, my 
ex-Bemis roommate, was best man. 
Annette, incidentally, was introduced 
to me by Charlie Kahn at the Harvard- 
Dartmouth ball one year at school, for 
which stroke of luck I ha ve never thanked 
him. May I do so now? Thanks, Charlie. 
We are living in Roxbury and would be 
glad to hear from any of the boys living 
around Boston. 

"Gordon Wilkes, III, and Bill Penn, 
X, are here at the river works in the lab. 
Gordon has been here about three years, 
but Bill joined us only a few months ago 
after spending some unhappy days mak¬ 
ing pills and lotions at his Dad’s drug¬ 
store in Lawrence, Mass. Walt Kozak, 
XIV, is up the road apiece at General 
Electric’s meter and instrument plant in 
West Lynn. He is doing very well there 


and has become quite an expert on paints 
and finishes. Until recently George Me- 
gerian, XV, was also here at Lynn. He 
signed up for a production training 
course, however, ana has been whisking 
around to all of the plants of G.E.'s far- 
flung empire. 

"I have seen Leo Dantona, IX-B, sev¬ 
eral times, although not recently. He 
was married some time ago. Andre Laus 
has been working for the Monsanto 
Chemical Company in Everett. Hy Brett- 
man, VI-A, was in Washington with the 
Rural Electrification Administration. I 
ran into him at a theatre a while back. 
Carl Behrsing is here at General Electric 
in Lynn. I heard a report through Harry 
Tichnor’36 (who, incidentally, is hap¬ 
pily married to the former Grace Atlas 
of Brookline and is doing very well in a 
post-card printing business of his own) 
that Bob Moffett, XV, is working for 
General Electric in Bridgeport. That 
brings to mind my old pals, Irwin Sagalyn 
and A1 Shulman, both of whom are 
working for their fathers. A1 is in the 
moving-picture business in Hartford, 
and Irwin is in the real estate game in 
Springfield. We saw both of them on 
our honeymoon. 

"Ralph Morrison, XV, degraded into 
a Harvard job shortly after graduation, 
but he recently got smart and left. When 
last heard from, he was writing radio and 
dramatic scripts and trying hard to sell 
them. Dick Vincens’38 recently left his 
job with a Brookline contractor to take a 
position with the United American 
Bosch Corporation in Springfield, Mass. 
Art York, IX (The Tech editor), has be¬ 
come a science news writer for the West- 
inghouse Electric and Manufacturing 
Company. He is located at their Pitts¬ 
burgh plant, where he is putting Westing- 
house on the map with all of the big 
(don’t forget, we’re competitors) scien¬ 
tific doings there. John Priftakis, X, left 
his job with Corning Glass Works some 
time ago. . . . Gene Weisberg is back 
home in Lowell and has toyed with any 
number of architectural assignments since 
graduation. Duane Wood, VI-C, has been 
working at the Hygrade Sylvania Cor¬ 
poration in Salem for some time. . . .” 
— Thanks, Len. — Winthrop A. Johns, 
General Secretary, Route 1, Belle Mead, 

N.J. 

1938 

By this time you have all received 
Lloyd Bergeson’s letter urging you to 
send your annual contribution to the 
Alumni Fund. If the matter had slipped 
your mind, may this be a reminder. Since 
Lloyd gave this column — though not 
your correspondents — such a fine build¬ 
up in his Alumni Fund letter, we want 
to help him be able to say next year that 
100 per cent of ’38 came through and 
expressed a real interest in the Institute. 

While we’re in the urgin’ mood, how 
about that letter you’ve been planning 
to send in to the class notes editors? 
We don’t care if it’s on a coaster from the 
Club Lafayette bar or the back of a fig 
leaf; just send in the copy and we’ll glue 
it together for the printer. — Don’t say 


we didn’t call it when we said Boston was 
getting too hot for a certain Class Secre¬ 
tary of '39. 

A1 Minott was married on Easter in 
Williamsburg, Va. Dorothy Shrader 
from the old home town, Melrose, Mass., 
is the bride. Jim Pollock was recently 
married to Mavis Carlson of Chicago. 
After a wedding trip to Mexico, they 
have settled at the Phoenix Apartments, 
Silver City, N.M. Jim is on the engineer¬ 
ing staff at the Groundhog Mine, Vana¬ 
dium, N.M. 

Nathaniel Martin, who is now a cap¬ 
tain in the Army Engineer Corps has been 
transferred to the southwestern division 
engineer office. He was recently in charge 
of construction of the Canton dam, and 
in his new capacity is to be co-ordinator 
of national defense construction in the 
southwestern division, including work 
on air stations, air fields, and factories. 

On a thesis trip which your Assistant 
Secretary took during spring vacation — 
that’s right, still going to school — he 
ran into several '38 men. Ros Cooper, 
with whom I had lunch in Hartford, is 
in the standards department at Hartford 
Machine Screw Company. He reports 
that Ab Towers had returned to New 
York City and expected to go into the 
Army shortly. 

In Bridgeport I had a round of pool 
with Paul Sullivan at the University 
Club. His roommate there says that Paul 
is having serious girl trouble; but then, 
you know Paul. I guess we told you 
earlier he has put aside the golf clubs in 
favor of an airplane and also has a reserve 
commission in the Navy. Nick Shouma- 
toff has left Bridgeport and is now in pro¬ 
duction work at Republic Aviation Cor¬ 
poration in Farmingdale, Long Island. 

In New York I had a chance to see 
Bob Eddy, who is working there at the 
shipyards for United Fruit Company. 
He says that Lynn Crawford and George 
Cary '37 have recently built themselves a 
boat. They are at Newport News. Phil 
Briggs is with United Fruit and also is 
at Newport News. — I spent one night 
with Frank Atwater at his home in New 
Britain, Conn. He is with Fafnir Ball 
Bearing Company, and they’ve really 
got him working hard. 

Jack Cunningham is in the group an¬ 
nuity department of John Hancock Mu¬ 
tual Life Insurance Company. He spent 
a good deal of time last summer with a 
couple of sailboats he has at Cape Ann. 
Johnny Wheale is reported in ordnance 
work at Springfield, while Jim Hess, we 
hear, is with the Dow Chemical Com¬ 
pany. At least he's living in Midland, 
Mich. — Giff Griffin is with Public 
Service Gas and Electric Company in 
Newark, N.J., if he hasn’t been drafted, 
as he expected to be. — Howie Banzett 
is still with the Aluminum Company of 
America, doing scheduling work on small 
parts production. 

Dick Young is in New Bedford with 
the Acushnet Process Company. — Dace 
F. Morgan, General Secretary, 6 Avon 
Road, New Rochelle, N.Y. Richard 
Mother, Assistant Secretary, 180 Elgin 
Street, Newton Centre, Mass. 
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Condor Compensated— 
the belt with equalized 
ply stresses regardless 
of width, transmits power 
effectively, long and eco¬ 
nomically. It has the 
stamina for overloads; 
exclusive construction 
features provide 12 ad¬ 
vantages -which make 
Condor Compensated a 
production asset. 


Write for Bulletin 6808 -D. 
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12 ADVANTAGES 

1. Ruptures in outside ply eliminated. 

2. Freedom from ply separation. 

3. Longer fastener life. 

4 . Can be operated on smaller pulleys. 

5. Less bearing, shafting, and hanger troubles. 

6. For heavy loads, plies may be increased with same 
pulleys. 

7. Operations less affected by atmospheric conditions. 

8. Higher overload capacity or margin of safety. 

9. Less wear on pulley side. 

10. Can be dressed without injury to belt. 

1 1. High production efficiency. 

12. Material reduction in belting costs. 
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SPECIFICATIONS FOR 2- AND 3-PHASE VARIAC COMBINATIONS 


INPUT 

OUTPUT 

Type 

of 

Assembly 

Price 

3-Phase 

Line 

Voltage 

Circuit 

KVA 

3-Phase 

Line 

Voltage 

At 

Input 

Voltage 

At 

Max. 

Voltage 

230 

Open A 

3.6 

4.2 

0-270 

100-RG2 

$ 85.00 

230 

Y 

3.6 

3.6 

0-460* 

100-RG3 

130.00 

230 

Y 

7.2 

7.0 

0-270 

100-QG3 

130.00 

230 

Open A 

12.5 

9.3 

0-270 

50-BG2 

225.00 

230 

Y 

12.5 

8.0 

0-460* 

50-BG3 

335.00 

230 

Y 

18. 

17.5 

0-270 

50-AG3 

335.00 

460 

Y 

7.2 

7.2 

0-460 

100-RG3 

130.00 

460 

Y 

25.0 

25.0 

0-460 

50-BG3 

335.00 


Open-circuit voltage — regulation is poor for this connection 

Write for the NEW Variac Bulletin 707 






POWER VARIAC 


FOR USE WITH 2- and 3-phase loads, the ganged 
assemblies of VARIACS offer convenient, efficien . 
flexible and smooth volume control. Ganged units 
will handle really high power with all of the advar - 
tages found in the single units so widely used 
throughout the electrical utilities field. 

The VARIAC, the original, continuously-ac - 
justable auto-transformer, has many advantages 
over any other manually operated control. Its 
regulation is excellent; it provides absolutely stej - 
less control of any alternating current up to its fu 1 
load rating; its efficiency is high; dials are cal 
brated in output voltage; it will supply output 
voltages 15% above line voltage; and all VARIAC i 
are conservatively rated. 





































































